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the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill was passed was, by unanimous
consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

961.12 TAIWAN DEMOCRATIC ELECTION

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 154); as
amended:

Whereas March 28, 1996, was the first time
in the history of the Republic of China on
Taiwan that a presidential election was held
through direct popular vote by the people of
Taiwan;

Whereas the election was held under great
difficulties caused by extensive military
threats from the People’s Republic of China;
and

Whereas the presidential inauguration will
be held on May 20, 1996, and should be hon-
ored; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) the Congress congratulates the people
of Taiwan on holding their first direct and
democratic presidential election;

(2) the United States continues its commit-
ment to move nations toward freedom and
democracy; and

(3) the United States is committed to en-
couraging and protecting its democratic
friends on Taiwan, within the framework of
the Taiwan Relations Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
WICKER, recognized Mr. GILMAN and
Mr. MORAN, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,

The question being put, viva voce,

Will the House suspend the rules and
agree to said concurrent resolution, as
amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
WICKER, announced that two-thirds of
the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

By unanimous consent, the title was
amended so as to read: ‘“A concurrent
resolution to congratulate the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan on the occasion
of its first direct and democratic presi-
dential election and inauguration of its
president.”.

A motion to reconsider the votes
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, was agreed to and the title was
amended was, by unanimous consent,
laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

961.13 SIERRA LEONE DEMOCRATIC
ELECTIONS

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 160):
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Whereas since 1991 the people of the Repub-
lic of Sierra Leone have endured a horrific
civil war that has killed thousands of indi-
viduals and displaced more than half the
population of the country;

Whereas for the first time in almost 30
years, the Republic of Sierra Leone held its
first truly democratic multiparty elections
to elect a president and parliament and put
an end to military rule;

Whereas the elections held on February 26,
1996, and the subsequent runoff election held
on March 15, 1996, were deemed by inter-
national and domestic observers to be free
and fair and legitimate expressions of the
will of the people of the Republic of Sierra
Leone;

Whereas success of the newly elected
democratic government led by President
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah could have a positive
effect on the West African Neighbors of the
Republic of Sierra Leone; and

Whereas the historic event of democratic
multiparty elections in the Republic of Si-
erra Leone should be honored: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) congratulates the people of the Repub-
lic of Sierra Leone for holding their first
democratic multiparty presidential and par-
liamentary elections in nearly 30 years;

(2) encourages all people of the Republic of
Sierra Leone to continue to negotiate an end
to the civil war and to work together after
taking the critical first step of holding
democratic elections in that country;

(3) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to help nations move toward
freedom and democracy; and

(4) further reaffirms that the United States
is committed to encouraging peace, democ-
racy, and economic development on the Afri-
can continent.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
WICKER, recognized Mr. GILMAN and
Mr. MORAN, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,

The question being put, viva voce,

Will the House suspend the rules and
agree to said concurrent resolution?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
WICKER, announced that two-thirds of
the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution was agreed
to was, by unanimous consent, laid on
the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said con-
current resolution.

961.14 205TH ANNIVERSARY OF POLISH
CONSTITUTION

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 165):

Whereas, on May 3, 1996, Polish people
around the world, including Americans of
Polish descent, will celebrate the 205th anni-
versary of the adoption of the first Polish
constitution;

Whereas American Revolutionary War hero
Thaddeus Kosciuszko introduced the concept
of constitutional democracy to his native
country of Poland;

Whereas the Polish constitution of 1791
was the first liberal constitution in Europe
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and represented Central-Eastern Europe’s
first attempt to end the feudal system of
government;

Whereas this Polish constitution was de-
signed to protect Poland’s sovereignty and
national unity and to create a progressive
constitutional monarchy;

Whereas this Polish constitution was the
first constitution in Central-Eastern Europe
to secure individual and religious freedom
for all persons in Poland;

Whereas this Polish constitution formed a
government composed of distinct legislative,
executive, and judicial powers;

Whereas this Polish constitution declared
that “‘all power in civil society should be de-
rived from the will of the people”’;

Whereas this Polish constitution revital-
ized the parliamentary system by placing
preeminent lawmaking power in the House of
Deputies, by subjecting the Sejm to majority
rule, and by granting the Sejm the power to
remove ministers, appoint commissars, and
choose magistrates;

Whereas this Polish constitution provided
for significant economic, social, and political
reforms by removing inequalities between
the nobility and the bourgeoisie, by recog-
nizing town residents as ‘‘freemen’” who had
judicial autonomy and expanded rights, and
by extending the protection of the law to the
peasantry who previously had no recourse
against the arbitrary actions of feudal lords;

Whereas, although this Polish constitution
was in effect for less than 2 years, its prin-
ciples endured and it became the symbol
around which a powerful new national con-
sciousness was born, helping Poland to sur-
vive long periods of misfortune over the fol-
lowing 2 centuries; and

Whereas, in only the last 5 years, Poland
has realized the promise held in the Polish
constitution of 1791, has emerged as an inde-
pendent nation after its people led the move-
ment that resulted in historic changes in
Central-Eastern Europe, and is moving to-
ward full integration with the Euro-Atlantic
community of nations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) the people of the United States salute
and congratulate Polish people around the
world, including Americans of Polish de-
scent, on the adoption of the first Polish
constitution;

(2) the people of the United States recog-
nize Poland’s rebirth as a free and inde-
pendent nation in the spirit of the legacy of
the Polish constitution of 1791; and

(3) the Congress authorizes and urges the
President of the United States to call upon
the Governors of the States, the leaders of
local governments, and the people of the
United States to join in this recognition
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
WICKER, recognized Mr. GILMAN and
Mr. MORAN, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,

The question being put, viva voce,

Will the House suspend the rules and
agree to said concurrent resolution?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
WICKER, announced that two-thirds of
the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said concurrent resolution was agreed
to was, by unanimous consent, laid on
the table.
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