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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, pre-
sented themselves at the bar of the
House and took the oath of office pre-
scribed by law.

T1.14 NOTIFICATION OF THE SENATE OF
ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE

Mr. ARMEY submitted the following
privileged resolution, which was con-
sidered and agreed to (H. Res. 2):

Resolved, That the Senate be informed that
a quorum of the House of Representatives
has assembled; that J. Dennis Hastert, a
Representative from the State of Illinois,
has been elected Speaker; and Jeffrey J.
Trandahl, a citizen of the Commmonwealth
of Virginia, has been elected Clerk of the
House of Representatives of the One Hundred
Sixth Congress.

T1.15 COMMITTEE TO NOTIFY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGRESS

Mr. ARMEY submitted the following
privileged resolution, which was con-
sidered and agreed to (H. Res. 3):

Resolved, That a committee of two Mem-
bers be appointed by the Speaker on the part
of the House of Representatives to join with
a committee on the part of the Senate to no-
tify the President of the United States that
a quorum of each House has assembled and
Congress is ready to receive any communica-
tion that he may be pleased to make.

The SPEAKER, pursuant to the fore-
going resolution, announced the ap-
pointment of Messrs. ARMEY and
GEPHARDT as members of the com-
mittee on the part of the House to join
a like committee on the part of the
Senate to notify the President of the
United States that a quorum of each
House has been assembled and that the
Congress is ready to receive any com-
munication that he may be pleased to
make.

T1.16 NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT
OF ELECTION OF CERTAIN OFFICERS

Mr. ARMEY submitted the following
privileged resolution, which was con-
sidered and agreed to (H. Res. 4):

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to
inform the President of the United States
that the House of Representatives has elect-
ed J. Dennis Hastert, a Representative from
the State of Illinois, Speaker; and Jeffrey J.
Trandahl, a citizen of the Commmonwealth
of Virginia, Clerk of the House of Represent-
atives of the One Hundred Sixth Congress.

T1.17 RULES OF THE HOUSE

Mr. ARMEY submitted the following
privileged resolution (H. Res. 5):

Resolved, That the Rules of the House of
Representatives of the One Hundred Fifth
Congress, including applicable provisions of
law or concurrent resolution that con-
stituted rules of the House at the end of the
One Hundred Fifth Congress, are adopted as
the Rules of the House of Representatives of
the One Hundred Sixth Congress, with
amendments to the standing rules, and with
other orders, as follows:

SECTION 1. CHANGES IN STANDING RULES.

Amend the standing rules to read as fol-
lows:

RULES OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

RULE I.
THE SPEAKER.

Approval of the Journal
1. The Speaker shall take the Chair on

every legislative day precisely at the hour to
which the House last adjourned and imme-
diately call the House to order. Having ex-
amined and approved the Journal of the last
day’s proceedings, the Speaker shall an-
nounce to the House his approval thereof.
The Speaker’s approval of the Journal shall
be deemed agreed to unless a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner demands a
vote thereon. If such a vote is decided in the
affirmative, it shall not be subject to a mo-
tion to reconsider. If such a vote is decided
in the negative, then one motion that the
Journal be read shall be privileged, shall be
decided without debate, and shall not be sub-
ject to a motion to reconsider.
Preservation of order

2. The Speaker shall preserve order and de-
corum and, in case of disturbance or dis-
orderly conduct in the galleries or in the
lobby, may cause the same to be cleared.
Control of Capitol facilities

3. Except as otherwise provided by rule or
law, the Speaker shall have general control
of the Hall of the House, the corridors and
passages in the part of the Capitol assigned
to the use of the House, and the disposal of
unappropriated rooms in that part of the
Capitol.
Signature of documents

4. The Speaker shall sign all acts and joint
resolutions passed by the two Houses and all
writs, warrants, and subpoenas of, or issued
by order of, the House. The Speaker may
sign enrolled bills and joint resolutions
whether or not the House is in session.
Questions of order

5. The Speaker shall decide all questions of
order, subject to appeal by a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner. On such an
appeal a Member, Delegate, or Resident
Commissioner may not speak more than
once without permission of the House.
Form of a question

6. The Speaker shall rise to put a question
but may state it sitting. The Speaker shall
put a question in this form: ‘‘Those in favor
(of the question), say ‘Aye.’ ’’; and after the
affirmative voice is expressed, ‘‘Those op-
posed, say ‘No.’ ’’. After a vote by voice under
this clause, the Speaker may use such voting
procedures as may be invoked under rule XX.
Discretion to vote

7. The Speaker is not required to vote in
ordinary legislative proceedings, except
when his vote would be decisive or when the
House is engaged in voting by ballot.
Speaker pro tempore

8. (a) The Speaker may appoint a Member
to perform the duties of the Chair. Except as
specified in paragraph (b), such an appoint-
ment may not extend beyond three legisla-
tive days.

(b)(1) In the case of his illness, the Speaker
may appoint a Member to perform the duties
of the Chair for a period not exceeding 10
days, subject to the approval of the House. If
the Speaker is absent and has omitted to
make such an appointment, then the House
shall elect a Speaker pro tempore to act dur-
ing the absence of the Speaker.

(2) With the approval of the House, the
Speaker may appoint a Member to act as
Speaker pro tempore only to sign enrolled
bills and joint resolutions for a specified pe-
riod of time.
Term limit

9. A person may not serve as Speaker for
more than four consecutive Congresses (dis-

regarding for this purpose any service for
less than a full session in any Congress).
Designation of travel

10. The Speaker may designate a Member,
Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or
employee of the House to travel on the busi-
ness of the House within or without the
United States, whether the House is meet-
ing, has recessed, or has adjourned. Expenses
for such travel may be paid from applicable
accounts of the House described in clause
1(i)(1) of rule X on vouchers approved and
signed solely by the Speaker.
Committee appointment

11. The Speaker shall appoint all select,
joint, and conference committees ordered by
the House. At any time after an original ap-
pointment, the Speaker may remove Mem-
bers, Delegates, or the Resident Commis-
sioner from, or appoint additional Members,
Delegates, or the Resident Commissioner to,
a select or conference committee. In ap-
pointing Members, Delegates, or the Resi-
dent Commissioner to conference commit-
tees, the Speaker shall appoint no less than
a majority who generally supported the
House position as determined by the Speak-
er, shall name those who are primarily re-
sponsible for the legislation, and shall, to
the fullest extent feasible, include the prin-
cipal proponents of the major provisions of
the bill or resolution passed or adopted by
the House.
Declaration of recess

12. To suspend the business of the House
for a short time when no question is pending
before the House, the Speaker may declare a
recess subject to the call of the Chair.
Other responsibilities

13. The Speaker, in consultation with the
Minority Leader, shall develop through an
appropriate entity of the House a system for
drug testing in the House. The system may
provide for the testing of a Member, Dele-
gate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or em-
ployee of the House, and otherwise shall be
comparable in scope to the system for drug
testing in the executive branch pursuant to
Executive Order 12564 (Sept. 15, 1986). The ex-
penses of the system may be paid from appli-
cable accounts of the House for official ex-
penses.

RULE II.
OTHER OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS.

Elections

1. There shall be elected at the commence-
ment of each Congress, to continue in office
until their successors are chosen and quali-
fied, a Clerk, a Sergeant-at-Arms, a Chief
Administrative Officer, and a Chaplain. Each
of these officers shall take an oath to sup-
port the Constitution of the United States,
and for the true and faithful exercise of the
duties of his office to the best of his knowl-
edge and ability, and to keep the secrets of
the House. Each of these officers shall ap-
point all of the employees of his department
provided for by law. The Clerk, Sergeant-at-
Arms, and Chief Administrative Officer may
be removed by the House or by the Speaker.
Clerk

2. (a) At the commencement of the first
session of each Congress, the Clerk shall call
the Members, Delegates, and Resident Com-
missioner to order and proceed to record
their presence by States in alphabetical
order, either by call of the roll or by use of
the electronic voting system. Pending the
election of a Speaker or Speaker pro tem-
pore, the Clerk shall preserve order and deco-
rum and decide all questions of order, sub-
ject to appeal by a Member, Delegate, or
Resident Commissioner.

(b) At the commencement of every regular
session of Congress, the Clerk shall make
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