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T35.9 SUBMISSION OF CONFERENCE

REPORT—H.R. 800

Mr. GOODLING submitted a con-
ference report (Rept. No. 106–100) on
the bill (H.R. 800) to provide for edu-
cation flexibility partnerships; to-
gether with a statement thereon, for
printing in the Record under the rule.

T35.10 ROSA PARKS GOLD MEDAL

Mr. BACHUS moved to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 573) to au-
thorize the President to award a gold
medal on behalf of the Congress to
Rosa Parks in recognition of her con-
tribution to the Nation; as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PEASE, recognized Mr. BACHUS and
Ms. WATERS, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

PEASE, announced that two-thirds of
the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

Ms. WATERS demanded that the
vote be taken by the yeas and nays,
which demand was supported by one-
fifth of the Members present, so the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PEASE, pursuant to clause 8, rule XX,
announced that further proceedings on
the motion were postponed.

T35.11 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

T35.12 THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN
ADJUSTMENTS

Mr. SCARBOROUGH moved to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
208) to amend title 5, United States
Code, to allow for the contribution of
certain rollover distributions to ac-
counts in the Thrift Savings Plan, to
eliminate certain waiting-period re-
quirements for participation in the
Thrift Savings Plan, and for other pur-
poses; as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PEASE, recognized Mr. SCAR-
BOROUGH and Mr. CUMMINGS, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

pass said bill, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

PEASE, announced that two-thirds of
the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

So, two-thirds of the Members
present having voted in favor thereof,
the rules were suspended and said bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the rules were suspended and
said bill, as amended, was passed was,
by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T35.13 CONDEMNATION OF THE MURDER
OF ROSEMARY NELSON

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following resolu-
tion (H. Res. 128); as amended:

Whereas on September 29, 1998, Rosemary
Nelson, a prominent defense attorney in
Northern Ireland, who testified before the
Subcommittee on International Operations
and Human Rights of the Committee on
International Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives, stated that she had been har-
assed and intimidated by the Northern Ire-
land police force, the Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary (RUC) in her capacity as a defense at-
torney, and that she had been ‘‘physically as-
saulted by a number of RUC officers’’ and
that the difficulties with the RUC included
‘‘at their most serious, making threats
against my personal safety including death
threats’’;

Whereas Param Cumarswamy, the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on the independ-
ence of judges and lawyers, also testified be-
fore the Subcommittee on International Op-
erations and Human Rights citing the grave
dangers faced by defense attorneys in North-
ern Ireland and stated that ‘‘there have been
harassment and intimidation of defense law-
yers by RUC officers’’ and that ‘‘these har-
assments and intimidation were consistent
and systematic’’;

Whereas the United Nations Special
Rapporteur recommended that authorities
other than the RUC conduct ‘‘an independent
and impartial investigation of all threats to
legal counsel in Northern Ireland’’ and
‘‘where there is a threat to physical integ-
rity of a solicitor’’ the ‘‘Government should
provide necessary protection’’;

Whereas Northern Ireland’s Independent
Commission for Police Complaints (ICPC) re-
ported ‘‘serious concerns’’ about the RUC’s
handling of the inquiry into the death
threats Rosemary Nelson received and de-
scribed the RUC officers investigating the
death threats as ‘‘hostile, evasive and disin-
terested’’ and also noted an ‘‘ill-disguised
hostility to Mrs. Nelson on the part of some
police officers’’;

Whereas the government, which provided
protection for Northern Ireland judges after
paramilitary violence resulted in the death
of four judges and some family members,
should also provide appropriate protection
for defense attorneys;

Whereas despite the threats and the in-
timidation, Rosemary Nelson courageously
continued to represent the rights of Catholic
clients in high profile cases, including the
residents of Garvaghy road in their bid to
stop controversial marches in their neigh-
borhood and the family of Robert Hamill
who was beaten to death by a sectarian mob
in 1997;

Whereas, because of her human rights
work, Northern Ireland solicitor Rosemary
Nelson, the mother of three young children,
suffered the ultimate harassment and in-
timidation and was brutally murdered on
March 15th, 1999, by a bomb placed on her
car;

Whereas all those involved in the targeting
and killing of defense attorney Rosemary
Nelson, including the Red Hand Defenders, a
militant loyalist paramilitary group that is
opposed to the peace process and that has
claimed responsibility for the murder, must
be brought to justice;

Whereas the success of the peace process is
predicated on the ability of the people of
Northern Ireland to believe that injustices
such as the murder of Rosemary Nelson will
be investigated thoroughly, fairly, and trans-
parently;

Whereas the murder of Rosemary Nelson is
reminiscent of the 1989 murder of human

rights attorney Patrick Finucane, who, ac-
cording to the United Nations report, had
also received numerous death threats from
RUC officers;

Whereas the United Nations Special
Rapporteur reported that since the Patrick
Finucane murder, further information that
seriously calls into question whether there
was official collusion has come to light; and

Whereas Rosemary Nelson’s stated fear of
the RUC, the recent release of Northern Ire-
land’s Independent Commission for Police
Complaints (ICPC) report, and the United
Nations report, all necessitate the establish-
ment of an independent inquiry into Rose-
mary Nelson’s murder in order to foster con-
fidence and credibility in this investigation
as well as the peace process: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the 1998 Good Friday Peace Accords and
commends the people of Northern Ireland for
their commitment to work together in
peace;

(2) condemns all violence committed in
violation of the Northern Ireland cease-fire
agreement, an agreement that has been
largely successful; and

(3) calls on the Government of the United
Kingdom—

(A) to launch an independent public in-
quiry for the investigation of the murder of
defense attorney Rosemary Nelson so that
evidence gathering, witness interviews, and
the issuance of a detailed, public report can
be based on the work of law enforcement ex-
perts not connected to or reliant upon the ef-
forts of the Royal Ulster Constabulary
(RUC);

(B) to institute an independent judicial in-
quiry into allegations that defense attorneys
are systematically harassed and intimidated
by security forces; and

(C) to implement the United Nations Spe-
cial Rapporteur’s recommendation for an
independent inquiry into the possibility of
collusion in the killing of defense attorney
Patrick Finucane.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PEASE, recognized Mr. GILMAN and
Mr. CROWLEY, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said resolution, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

PEASE, announced that two-thirds of
the Members present had voted in the
affirmative.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey demanded
that the vote be taken by the yeas and
nays, which demand was supported by
one-fifth of the Members present, so
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PEASE, pursuant to clause 8, rule XX,
announced that further proceedings on
the motion were postponed.

T35.14 GOOD FRIDAY PEACE AGREEMENT
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey moved to
suspend the rules and agree to the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 54); as amended:

Whereas Ireland has a long and tragic his-
tory of civil conflict that has left a deep and
profound legacy of suffering;

Whereas since 1969 more than 3,200 people
have died and thousands more have been in-
jured as a result of political violence in
Northern Ireland;

Whereas a series of efforts by the Govern-
ments of the Republic of Ireland and the
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