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The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa of Japan in Tokyo
January 9, 1992

The President. The Prime Minister has
suggested I go first. So let me just say that
we’ve had a highly productive and extremely
enjoyable visit to Japan. Last night’s cov-
erage might not have looked like I was en-
joying myself, but all in all it’s been great.
And for those who have been so nice to
inquire, I really do feel almost back to the
way I felt before I got hit by this flu.

But in any event, I want to first express
my deepest appreciation to the Emperor
and the Empress and to Prime Minister and
Mrs. Miyazawa. I just can’t imagine any-
thing more hospitable than their kindnesses
to us. We appreciate the warm and gracious
welcome that they’ve extended to us, and
I also want to thank the many other Japa-
nese leaders and people that Barbara and
I have met in the last few days for their
kindnesses and for the wonderful cards and
the flowers that came in when I had that
little flu bug.

We feel we have a much better under-
standing of your great country, sir, and the
great promise of what truly is a global part-
nership.

The substantive focus of my visit has been
the three very productive sessions that I had
with Prime Minister Miyazawa, an old and
respected friend. As leaders of the two larg-
est economies in the world with a wide
range of security and political, as well as
economic interest, we had an awful lot to
talk about. And on the basis of these discus-
sions, I can make three fundamental obser-
vations about U.S.-Japan relations.

First, our security alliance is sound. The
U.S.-Japan security treaty remains the core
of stability in East Asia, a region still beset
with the uncertainties of a world in pro-
found change. Japan’s generous host-nation
support agreement has helped ensure our
continuing ability to retain a forward-de-
ployed presence in Japan, a presence that
is essential to American, Japanese, and re-
gional interests.

Second, as we enter the post-cold-war era
with its many challenges and opportunities,
increased cooperation between the United

States and Japan on global issues and re-
gional problems is absolutely essential to
achieve the foreign policy objectives of both
countries. In this visit, we’ve dedicated our-
selves to building a more prosperous and
peaceful world. And for this purpose, the
Prime Minister and I have stressed the
common purposes of our global partnership,
and we’ve set forth the principles for this
partnership in a Tokyo Declaration.

And third, we made progress in our all-
important economic relationship. Over the
past few years we’ve worked with some suc-
cess to open markets here so both our coun-
tries can benefit from increased trade, lower
prices, better goods, and more jobs. And
indeed, we’ve increased our exports to
Japan some 70 percent since 1987 and cut
our trade deficit with Japan by about 30
percent.

My administration has negotiated some 11
arrangements to increase our exports in spe-
cific sectors. This trip adds another signifi-
cant but interim step to that progress, and,
of course, we will keep pressing ahead and
monitoring progress. I believe the U.S. Gov-
ernment and our business leaders have sent
a strong message about the importance of
fair access to markets.

The detail in the Action Plan, including
the voluntary import proposals involving
many billions of dollars and increased U.S.
content for Japanese cars made in the
United States, make it clear that the mes-
sage has been received.

Our agreement on government computer
procurement will open up additional oppor-
tunities in a large leading-edge industry for
the United States. We’ve worked out spe-
cific commitments in other sectors rep-
resenting increased opportunities for U.S.
exports including auto parts, paper, and
glass and resolved over 50 standards prob-
lems, this is the key, 50 standards problems
that have impeded American businesses.
And we’ve agreed to expand our Structural
Impediments Initiative by adding new com-
mitments that will help us follow up on this
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trip. And I’m pleased that we have worked
out together the announcement from a day
ago, a strategy for world growth. That one
will be helpful to both economies.

I’m also particularly pleased that Japan
and the U.S. could agree on a strong joint
statement about the Dunkel draft for the
Uruguay round negotiations. We’re sending
a joint message that I hope will build mo-
mentum to drive the GATT negotiations to
a successful finish.

There is no doubt that we have much
more work to do, abroad and at home, to
increase U.S. exports and the jobs they cre-
ate. Yet, we’ve made headway. There’s no
question about that. And I’m committed to
accomplishing more in the future, using all
available measures.

In conclusion, this visit has been a suc-
cess. It has reaffirmed our vital political, se-
curity, and economic relationship. It has ad-
vanced our goal of leveling the playing field
in U.S.-Japan competition, of further open-
ing Japan’s markets to our exports.

So, this progress translates into jobs and
economic growth in America because I
know the American worker can compete
with anyone around the world if given a
fair chance. And that’s exactly what we in-
tend to do. And the accomplishments I’ve
mentioned here aim us directly in that di-
rection. Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister. Well, those of you
who watched the television last evening
must have been concerned very much. But
as you can see, the President is very well
today. And I think people around the world
feel assured now. And I sincerely pray for
his continued good health.

This is the first time in 8 years that we
welcome the U.S. President here. And we
had three meetings with him. We were able
to have a very candid exchange of views.
And I’m also very glad and satisfied that
we have been able to strike very close per-
sonal relations.

As shown by the dismemberment of the
Soviet Union at the end of last year, the
world in the post-cold-war era doubtless are
developing new moves and trends towards
the building of peace and democracy. And
in creating such historic developments, I
should like to express once again my deep
respect to President Bush for his outstand-

ing foresight and leadership as shown in the
START agreement as well as the nuclear
disarmament proposal.

Japan and the United States have stead-
fastly maintained freedom, democracy, and
basic human rights, and market economies;
together account for 40 percent of the glob-
al GNP, establishing unprecedented pros-
perity together. And I think it’s important
that we together work to further promote
the building of the new world order, the
new world. And it is important that the
United States continues to exercise leader-
ship. And Japan wishes to actively support
those efforts by the United States. I believe
that the meetings that I had with the Presi-
dent would mark a concrete first step to-
wards the building of a Japan-U.S. global
partnership.

I had a candid exchange of views on var-
ious trade and economic issues as well. And
in addition to steadily implementing our
economic policies as reflected in the joint
statement issued yesterday, I believe we
were able to engage in substantive discus-
sions on various measures related to the
automobiles and automotive parts and com-
ponents, the central area of Japan-U.S.
trade issue today.

Now, in view of the closeness of the eco-
nomic ties between our two countries, fric-
tions would be inevitable from time to time,
and, of course, our agreement this time
would not necessarily resolve all the prob-
lems. But I believe that the discussions I
had with the President have been very use-
ful, and I’m satisfied with the meetings.

Furthermore, on the basis of the discus-
sions that I have had with the President
this time, we have come up with the Tokyo
Declaration and the attached document
called the Action Plan. These documents
are indeed very dramatic and epoch-making
in that they spell out how our bilateral rela-
tions ought to be, bearing in mind the 21st
century, and also spells out our responsibil-
ities and roles that our two countries respec-
tively should play and the issues we together
ought to address. And we are determined
to further strengthen global partnership be-
tween our two countries on visa fees and
documents.

I believe it is quite unprecedented that



61

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Jan. 9

countries in terms of human history, coun-
tries with so strikingly different cultures and
history have established a deep inter-
dependence and cooperation. It is unprece-
dented that countries with such different
cultural and historic backgrounds share the
future together and together would work for
the world. And I believe that we are attract-
ing a lot of attention from around the world,
and I intend to do my best, together with
the President, to respond to these adapta-
tions.

I should like to give the first opportunity
to the Japanese press. And when asking a
question, please state your name and affili-
ation and also to whom you are directing
the question.

Japan-U.S. Relations
Q. First of all, I’m quite relieved to see

you fit and well. My question is for Presi-
dent Bush. Before coming to Japan, Mr.
President, you stated that there are two ob-
jectives to your visit. One is, this is a job-
creating trip; you are going to increase jobs
for the Americans. I think that was the first
objective that you’ve stated. The second ob-
jective, and I think this was stated during
the press conference in Singapore, you re-
ferred to the sense of dislike for the United
States in Japan, and one of your objectives
is to overcome such sentiment in Japan. In
your statement just now you mentioned that
you believe your visit has been successful
for the first objective, that is, for growth.
So, I should like to ask a question with re-
gard to the second objective.

A U.S. high official said in Seoul, ‘‘Even
if the political strength of Prime Minister
Miyazawa is weak, there is the Liberal
Democratic Party in Japan.’’ That was a
statement that came out on the 5th of this
month, and then on the 6th—well, I think
he was referring to remarks that were made
by Prime Minister Miyazawa at the Ise
Shrine that since Japan enjoyed favor of the
United States after the war, it is time for
Japan to return that friendship. And that
high official said the United States is not
seeking charity.

You’ve come with business leaders this
time and I think the——

The President. What’s the question?
Q. ——Japanese people feel that is some-

what strange. So, with regard to the second
objective, I wonder if your visit this time
really has been helpful in overcoming the
sense of dislike for the United States.

The President. I’m embarrassed to say I
didn’t follow all the hypothesis. But I think
I got the two points that you asked. One
is jobs. I think we have created jobs. We
get back there, and we’ll have to see. We’ve
got the growth agenda. We have entrance
to certain markets, computers and other
things. We’ve got auto parts; they’ll be dis-
cussed with you later on by the people that
have worked out the details. So, I think we
can say this has been productive in that ac-
count.

In terms of—you only said dislike for U.S.
in Japan. I have been troubled about anti-
Japanese feeling in the United States and
anti-U.S. feeling in Japan. And I think, be-
cause of the hospitality of Prime Minister
Miyazawa, because of the schedule that had
been worked out, because of the personal
attention to us by Their Majesties the Em-
peror and Empress, and hopefully by the
way our business people have moved out
and talked to a lot of different folks, and
Barbara’s visit to the schools, I hope that
that has helped in this second category that
you properly ask about.

I think time will tell. But I’ll tell you from
our standpoint, I think that the signals going
back to the United States of this kind of
hospitality, this kind of genuine friendship,
this kind of caring when I have a little tiny
bout of flu sends a good signal. And some-
times we forget the big picture. And as I
tried in my statement to say, this U.S.-Japan
relationship is vital to world security and
to many other things.

So, I hope the visit has helped in that
second account, sir.

The President’s Health
Q. Mr. President, people all around the

world yesterday saw some very disturbing
video of you collapsing in apparently very
severe distress that many of us are not ac-
customed to when we see people with the
flu. Can you describe what you were experi-
encing there? And also, can you say that
your doctors have conclusively ruled out
anything other than the flu, or will there be
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further tests?
The President. No further tests. Totally

ruled out anything other than the 24-hour
flu. I’ve had an EKG, perfectly normal. I’ve
had blood pressure taken and probing
around in all kinds of ways. And it’s all
going very well, indeed. And I got a call
from Bill Webster today, former head of
CIA. I didn’t take it, but somebody passed
it along, and he told me of exactly the same
thing happening to him where he went in
and totally collapsed.

So, this is the flu. I’m very fortunate that
in all the years that I’ve been President,
I don’t think I’ve had much of it. And so,
let me just take this question and then reas-
sure the American people and others that
have expressed so much interest that that’s
all there is to it. Nothing else to it.

And somebody asked me earlier, am I
going to slow down my schedule? I don’t
think it has anything to do with speed or
slowness of the schedule. One of the busi-
nessmen, who is young and aggressive and
eager, this morning—a young guy on this
trip—got it. I understand some of the jour-
nalists have had flu. And people in our
country have had it, so why isn’t the Presi-
dent entitled to 24 hours? [Laughter]

But really, I’m glad to get the question
because they’ve done all the checking in the
world. The heart is normal, the thyroid, or
whatever is left of it, is going fine, and—
[laughter]—I really have no hesitancy or
worry at all.

Q. Are you at all concerned that now that
you’ve had two quite, sort of public health
episodes, that some of the Democratic polit-
ical opponents who are a lot younger than
you might make a subtle issue out of the
fact that you’re somewhat older and perhaps
you, because of your hectic schedule——

The President. Do you think only old peo-
ple get the flu, Rita [Rita Beamish, Associ-
ated Press]? Do you think only old people
get the flu? I think Democrats get the flu
from time to time. [Laughter] So, I
wouldn’t worry about that. I think it would
backfire if somebody tried to make an issue.
I’ve been blessed by a good, strong physical
condition. I played tennis yesterday and
then, wham, got hit with the flu. But that’s
perfectly normal. So, I don’t think there’s
any political downside.

I have always said that if I felt I couldn’t
do my job for some physical reason, I
wouldn’t run for President. But all signals
are still go.

Multilateral Trade Negotiations
Q. I’ve got a question for Mr. Miyazawa.

I think you referred to giving impetus to
the Uruguay round talks, to the Dunkel
document. I wonder what sort of momen-
tum you’re talking about. What sort of mo-
mentum does Japan intend to add?

The Prime Minister. This document refers
to this moment which could be a stimulus
or whatever you call it. Now, at these final
stages of the Uruguay round talks, the talks
would be boiled down, and in this Dunkel
text, which is not a final text, the issues
have been clarified. So, the range of issues
are becoming narrower. That is what we
are referring to.

’92 Presidential Election
Q. Mr. President, I read an interview, a

transcript of an interview with Mrs. Bush
in which she stated that if there should
come a defeat in November for you, that
she wouldn’t be extremely disappointed at
the possibility of doing some other things.
I’m wondering, sir, are you mentally pre-
pared for the possibility of not winning in
November, and if you have given any
thought to her view of doing something else
other than going all over the world and liv-
ing 18-hour days?

The President. The answer to your ques-
tion is no and no. [Laughter] I think I’m
going to win. I have not thought of any
alternative. I believe I’ve been a good Presi-
dent. Everybody talks about ‘‘dogged by
sagging polls’’—any time the country is fac-
ing problems and people are hurting, the
President must and should pay a certain
price for that. But I’m also confident that
our economy will recover, and I think that
we’ll have a strong case to take to the Amer-
ican people.

So literally, I’ve never thought about it.
I don’t think ‘‘defeat’’ when I’m fixing to
go into a campaign, and I don’t think of
alternatives. So, it never has come up. Now,
I won’t give her equal time. I don’t know
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what she’s thinking about, but I literally
have not thought about it at all. I believe
I’m going to win.

Japan-U.S. Trade
Q. I’d like to ask a question of Prime

Minister Miyazawa. I wonder if you’ve been
able to establish the results—it seems that
this has been unilateral concessions made
by Japan depending on how you look at it.
And I wonder how the Japanese should read
the results.

The Prime Minister. The issues to be re-
solved between Japan and the United
States, of course, in resolving these prob-
lems, the good will and friendship between
our two countries would be very important.
But in the midst of such new and major
changes in the world, I think it is very im-
portant that the United States, the world
leader, remains firm and steady. And it
would not be good for us for the United
States to be encumbered with such difficul-
ties and headaches. Now, in welcoming the
President, we had engaged in a long period
of preparations, and we’ve come up with
these results. There are various issues which
we’ve been thinking about for a long time
and we hadn’t acted on, problems of our
own.

More specifically, there have been some
actions we thought it would be better, spe-
cifically, to better the trade balance be-
tween Japan and the United States. So there
were areas of betterment of the Japanese
economic structure itself and also better-
ment of the Japan-U.S. trade balance as
well. And I think as a result of the measures
we have agreed on, we will be able to re-
spond to both issues.

Auto Industry
Q. American leaders since Nixon have

been engaging in trade talks with Japan and
emerging claiming great success, and noth-
ing seems to change too much. Some of
that, in a more specific sense, has been re-
lated to the American auto industry, relief
from competition from Japan. And yet they
continue to lose market share. Some Ameri-
cans feel it’s because of bloated salaries in
Detroit, because of lack of responsiveness
to consumers, and the fact or the claim that
they make cars that are not competitive.

What’s different from this round of trade
talks than previous ones?

The President. Gene [Gene Gibbons,
Reuters], let me simply say that when this
is over I believe there are going to be some
briefings from our experts to give you the
specifics of what has been worked out on
auto parts or access to the Japanese market
with autos. And so, it’s come a long way.
There’s some specificity here that I think
will answer that question that I understand
will be provided when this broader scale
briefing is over.

So, I think when you look at the agree-
ments, you’re going to see that both sides
have agreed to more in the way of auto
parts, more in the way of autos coming into
this country from the United States, and
in a couple of other areas as well. So, I
think there’s some specificity to go with the
hope in this case.

Economic Growth Package
Q. Do you feel that the American auto

industry has to do more to——
The President. Yes, I think we’ve got to

do more as well, and not just on autos, in
both the public and the private sector. One
of the things that we haven’t focused on
here today is this economic growth agenda,
and there the United States must do some-
thing. Japan is growing more than we are.
So, they should say, ‘‘Well, hey, how about
yourselves?’’ And we’re saying: ‘‘We’re going
to submit a growth package. We’re going
to fight for it. We’re going to try to get
our interest rates down.’’ And we’ve got to
do a better job in all industries on building
quality, improving competitiveness, knowl-
edge and understanding of the Japanese
market so we can be vigorous competitors
based on more cultural understanding and
background.

So, it isn’t a one-way street. And I’m very
unreluctant to say that right here.

Japan-U.S. Relations
Q. In your press conference on New

Year’s Day, you said you were thinking of
America as—[at this point, the reporter
spoke in Japanese]—and my dictionary says
it means ‘‘with a feeling of sympathy, a feel-
ing of compassion.’’ Why do you feel sympa-
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thy for America?
The Prime Minister. Well, you use the

words ‘‘sympathy’’ or ‘‘compassion,’’ and I
would not claim that these are inaccurate.
What I really tried to say was that we have
to understand the other person’s position.
When you say ‘‘favored,’’ and there is the
antonym ‘‘disfavor,’’ well, what I’m trying
to say is that we have to try and understand
the other’s position. And it is with that in
mind that I’ve tried to address these series
of issues.

And at the very base of all that is the
longstanding relations, friendship between
our two countries. But for various reasons,
U.S. society—and I might say I believe U.S.
society is a great society, but there are
homeless people; there is the problem of
AIDS and so on. And for various reasons,
education is not as high as in the past. And
U.S. industries are not as competitive as in
the past for various reasons.

Americans are pointing to these problems.
And since Americans themselves are aware
of these problems, I am convinced they will
overcome these problems because I believe
that United States is a great country. But
until those problems are cured, those prob-
lems will continue to exist. And we have
to understand the position of United States,
and with that understanding we have to ad-
dress the issues between our two countries
because these problems appear in the form
of trade imbalance between our two coun-
tries as well. So, it is with that sort of under-
standing I think we ought to approach the
problems.

I wonder if there is a Japanese press re-
porter who wishes to ask a question. If not,
then we’ll move over to the foreign press.

The Economy
Q. Since you are talking about your State

of the Union in which you’re going to pro-
pose some things that you hope from the
U.S. side will help stimulate the economy,
I imagine you might have heard something
about that from some of the CEO’s on this
trip. Can you tell us if a payroll tax cut
that would be an instant increase for busi-
nesses’ bottom line and in individual tax-
payers’ pockets is on the short list of any
possible tax changes under consideration?

The President. No, I can’t tell you that

because I’m not prepared to say what’s on
the short list of what we are considering.
We will have a sound growth package that
is sound enough that it will not adversely
affect the long-term interest rates that will
get to investment and job creation at home.

And that’s what’s needed in our economy
right now. And I will be working with the
Congress to try to get that done. I will try
to avoid some of the ideas that I’ve seen
out there that would shoot the interest rates
right through the roof, would take too long
to do anything, and would in the long run
be counterproductive. But I just do not
want to go into detailing what’s on a pos-
sible short list, although we are narrowing
down now to, just since I’ve been on this
trip, to what our final proposal will include.

Japan-U.S. Relations
Q. Mr. President, in your summit meeting

yesterday, Mr. President, you have said now
that the cold war is over, the Japan-U.S.
relations are at a turning point or a cross-
roads. And I think instead of confrontation,
what do you think we must do for coopera-
tion?

A question for the Prime Minister. You
mentioned that we were very much touched
by the President’s speech in Pearl Harbor.
Now, bearing that in mind, I wonder how
you would respond to the question raised
by the President yesterday, Mr. Prime Min-
ister?

The President. Well, I would say coopera-
tion, the successful conclusion of the GATT
round, although that’s multilateral. I would
say that Japan and the United States con-
tinue to be in such close touch that when
it comes to helping other countries, be it
in South America as democracy starts mov-
ing there or be it in Eastern Europe or,
indeed, in the Commonwealth, that it’s the
U.S. and Japan that stay in very close touch
on those things. I had a chance today, with
Prime Minister Miyazawa, to take a tour
d’horizon around the world.

I would also say that it includes coopera-
tion in trading in Asia itself, outside of
Japan. Neither he nor I want to see the
world divided up into trading blocs. And
so, as I was assuring him that the NAFTA,
the North American free trade agreement
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which will affect Canada and Mexico, is not
a trading bloc, I had an opportunity to glean
from him that Japan would lose if, say, there
was an Asian trading bloc. I think in terms
of cooperation, as your question asked, we
will cooperate to be sure that we don’t inad-
vertently fall into trading blocs that will nar-
row trade rather than increase it.

But Japan is a respected world power, and
we must cooperate. I’ve supported publicly
the return of the Northern Islands to Japan.
And there’s an area where perhaps coopera-
tion between the two parties can be helpful.
We had long talks about Mr. Yeltsin’s com-
ing out and trying to bring democracy and
free markets to Russia. And I think that
there’s an area where we can have coopera-
tion.

So, as I look around the world, I believe
cooperation is called for in almost every in-
stance. I can’t think of one where it’s not.
United Nations, working in the U.N. now
with Japan on the Security Council for 2
years, close cooperation as we try to use
international law to solve some of these
problems as we did in the Gulf.

The Prime Minister. In the speech deliv-
ered by the President in Honolulu, he said
he held no rancor against Japan or Ger-
many. These former enemies have become
best friends for democracy, is what basically
he said. There are quite a few warships that
are sunk in Pearl Harbor with the dead bod-
ies of the soldiers and with veterans in front
of him. So, I believe it was not easy for

the President to say all those things. And
that is why I was especially moved by the
friendship shown by the President, the
sense of trust expressed by the President.

Japan was able to grow this much, thanks
to the continued support and help by the
United States. This again we should not for-
get. And this friendship was at the very
foundation of the meetings that I had with
the President this time.

The President in Honolulu also men-
tioned that we must fight against or fight
off isolationism and protectionism. And I
think these words were uttered with Japan
in mind. Now, in discussing economic issues
this time, there was concern expressed that
the entire world might fall into protection-
ism, and what can we do in order to prevent
that? Trade imbalance has persisted for 20
years or so, and if nothing is done then
one of the parties concerned may well fall
into protectionism. So, something ought to
be done about it.

Q. Both the President and the Prime
Minister have very busy schedules, and I’d
like to say they have to adjourn the meeting
today. Thank you very much, President and
Prime Minister.

Note: The President’s 118th news conference
began at 2:50 p.m. at the Akasaka Palace.
The Prime Minister spoke in Japanese, and
his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by Emperor Akihito of Japan in
Tokyo
January 9, 1992

Your Imperial Majesties and honored
guests, on behalf of the American people,
we wish to thank you for the warmth of
this reception and for your tireless efforts
in support of the relationship between our
two great nations.

The United States and Japan today stand
on the threshold of a new era of cooperation
in which our nations seek to build a new
world of freedom and democracy. The task

before us is daunting, one which will re-
quire vision and courage. But it is one from
which we cannot shrink. Too much depends
on us.

As leaders of this new world, we face sev-
eral challenges together, addressing the new
security requirements of a changed world,
promoting freedom and democracy, and
generating world economic growth and
prosperity.
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