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STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE ø14.3¿ 

13 RULE XIII 

RECONSIDERATION 

13.1 1. When a question has been decided by the Senate, any 
Senator voting with the prevailing side or who has not 
voted may, on the same day or on either of the next two 
days of actual session thereafter, move a reconsideration; 
and if the Senate shall refuse to reconsider such a motion 
entered, or if such a motion is withdrawn by leave of the 
Senate, or if upon reconsideration the Senate shall affirm 
its first decision, no further motion to reconsider shall be 
in order unless by unanimous consent. Every motion to 
reconsider shall be decided by a majority vote, and may 
be laid on the table without affecting the question in ref-
erence to which the same is made, which shall be a final 
disposition of the motion. 

13.2 2. When a bill, resolution, report, amendment, order, or 
message, upon which a vote has been taken, shall have 
gone out of the possession of the Senate and been commu-
nicated to the House of Representatives, the motion to re-
consider shall be accompanied by a motion to request the 
House to return the same; which last motion shall be acted 
upon immediately, and without debate, and if determined 
in the negative shall be a final disposition of the motion 
to reconsider. 

14 RULE XIV 

BILLS, JOINT RESOLUTIONS, RESOLUTIONS, AND PREAMBLES 
THERETO 

14.1 1. Whenever a bill or joint resolution shall be offered, 
its introduction shall, if objected to, be postponed for one 
day. 

14.2 2. Every bill and joint resolution shall receive three read-
ings previous to its passage which readings on demand of 
any Senator shall be on three different legislative days, 
and the Presiding Officer shall give notice at each reading 
whether it be the first, second, or third: Provided, That 
each reading may be by title only, unless the Senate in 
any case shall otherwise order. 

14.3 3. No bill or joint resolution shall be committed or 
amended until it shall have been twice read, after which 
it may be referred to a committee; bills and joint resolu-
tions introduced on leave, and bills and joint resolutions 
from the House of Representatives, shall be read once, and 
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