
ACTS OF THE FIFTH CONGRESS
OF THE

UNITED STATES,

Passed at the third session, which was begun and held at the City of 
Philadelphia, in the state of Pennsylvania, on Monday, the third day 
of December, 1798, and ended on the third day of March, 1799.

John  Ada ms , President; Tho mas  Jeff er son , Vice President of the 
United States, and President of the Senate; James  Ross, President 
of the Senate pro tempore, from March 2d, 1799; Jon at ha n  Day -
ton , Speaker of the House of Representatives.

STATUTE HI.

Cha pte r  I.—An Act for the punishment of certain Crimes therein specified.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That if any person, 
being a citizen of the United States, whether he be actually resident, 
or abiding within the United States, or in any foreign country, shall, 
without the permission or authority of the government of the United 
States, directly or indirectly, commence, or carry on, any verbal or writ-
ten correspondence or intercourse with any foreign government, or any 
officer or agent thereof, with an intent to influence the measures or con-
duct of any foreign government, or of any officer or agent thereof, in 
relation to any disputes or controversies with the United States, or defeat 
the measures of the government of the United States ; or if any person, 
being a citizen of, or resident within the United States, and not duly 
authorized, shall counsel, advise, aid or assist in any such correspond-
ence, with intent, as aforesaid, he or they shall be deemed guilty of a 
high misdemeanor, and on conviction before any court of the United 
States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceed-
ing five thousand dollars, and by imprisonment during a term not less 
than six months, nor exceeding three years: Provided always, that 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed to abridge the right 
of individual citizens of the United States to apply, by themselves, or 
their lawful agents, to any foreign government, or the agents thereof, 
for the redress of any injuries in relation to person or property which 
such individuals may have sustained from such government, or any of 
its agents, citizens or subjects.

Appro ve d , January 30, 1799.

Cha p. II._ An Act further to suspend the Commercial Intercourse between the
United States and France, and the dependencies thereof.

Sect io n 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from 
and after the third day of March next, no ship or vessel owned, hired or 
employed, wholly, or in part, by any person resident within the United 
States, and which shall depart therefrom, shall be allowed to proceed 
directly, or from any intermediate port or place, to any port or place 
within the territory of the French Republic, or the dependencies thereof, 
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Jan. 30, 1799.
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Sta tu te  III.

Feb. 9, 1799.

[Expired.]
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Act of Feb. 
27, 1800, ch. 10.
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