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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

' ,:"'" " , . ' RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5576 of November 21,1986 , • ' 

National Family Week, 1986 , -

By the President of the United States of America ; 
A Proclamation - "-S-

Family life and the life of freedom are interdependent. In the arena of the 
family, children learn the most important lessons they will ever receive 
about their inherent dignity as individuals. They learn as well about the 
social and religious traditions that unite generation to generation, and they 
begin to acquire the values for which their ancestors sacrificed so much for 
freedom. 

The centrality of the family is acknowledged even by those forces that 
would weaken or destroy it. Totalitarian societies see in the family a natu
ral enemy, a bulwark of basic loyalties and inherited ideals that places al
legiance in relationships that precede the claims of the state. Corrosive in
fluences such as illegal drugs and pornography seek to substitute for the 
permanent bonds of family life a transient and ultimately false sense of 
happiness and fulfillment. Against these forces the family can often seem 
helpless and ineffective, but experience shows that it is in being tested that 
the strength of the family finally reveals itself. After all, the family has 
been with us from the dawn of human history, and there is no reason to 
believe that it will not endure. 

National Family Week affords all Americans the opportunity to frankly face 
and assess the quality of family life in our Nation and to reflect on what 
each of us can do as a father, daughter, mother, son, or grandparent—as a 
member of a family—to strengthen this divine institution. Better yet, let us 
undertake this reflection as families and as a family of free people. As 
Chesterton said, "The family is the test of freedom." Let us make this an
other test America refuses to fail. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-94, has authorized and requested the Presi
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of "National Family Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of November 23, 1986, as Nation
al Family Week. I invite the Governors of the several States, the chief offi
cials of local governments, and all Americans to celebrate this week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. Taking note that this observance co
incides with the celebration of Thanksgiving, I ask that all Americans give 
thanks to God on that day for the blessings of family life in our Nation and 
for His continued favor on our people. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and 
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of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

. ^ ; Ofi RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5577 of November 24,1986 ' s ' ' « " ' ' 3 ' ^ ' - s ••->., 

American Indian Week, 1986 -" •?. J -- it.f^ 

By the President of the United States of America ' ' ' ' • 
A Proclamation 

The Americans we know as American Indians and Native Americans were 
the first explorers and settlers of the areas that now make up the United 
States. Mountain and river, lake and valley, State and county, trail and 
town across the land bear Indian names; they are lasting reminders of the 
presence and the significance of American Indians not just in our geogra
phy but throughout the whole of American history. 

Many of the foods we eat and the medicines and remedies we use were 
introduced by Indians, and more than one highway follows an Indian trail. 
Indians make contributions in every area of endeavor and American life, 
and our literature and all our arts draw upon Indian themes and wisdom. 
Countless American Indians have served in our Armed Forces and have 
fought valiantly for our country. All Americans are grateful for these lasting 
contributions. 

We look to the future with the expectation of even stronger tribal govern
ments and lessened Federal control over tribal government affairs. We look 
to a future of development of economic independence and self-sufficiency, 
and an enhanced government-to-government relationship that will allow 
greater Indian control of Indian resources. 

During the Thanksgiving season, generations of Americans have been re
minded of the early friendship of the Pilgrims and American Indians. We 
give thanks to God for the friendship, cooperation, and brotherhood be
tween American Indians and other Americans, as we thank Him for all the 
many blessings He bestows on us. We thank Him for all that American In
dians and Native Americans have meant and continue to mean to Ameri
can life. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-471, has designated the week of November 
23 through November 30, 1986, as "American Indian Week" and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning November 23 through 
November 30, 1986, as American Indian Week, and I request all Americans 
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six. 
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