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Proclamation 5675 of July 2,1987 

National Literacy Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The ability to read and write is a true blessing and treasure. It enables us 
not only to discover and learn from the rich legacy of recorded human ex
perience but also to understand and take full part in basic activities essen
tial to daily life. Those who do not have these skills must forego many of 
life's possibilities, and society loses many of the contributions these people 
could otherwise make. Every American can be truly grateful to the dedicat
ed citizens among us who give others the beautiful and lasting gift of liter
acy. 

In the years since I created the Adult Literacy Initiative, more and more 
Americans have decided to help foster reading and writing skills. Volun
teers and private-public partnerships do a great deal of good. Nevertheless, 
studies show that more needs to be done before "functional illiteracy" is a 
thing of the past, so we must continue our efforts to reach all who lack lit
eracy. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 117, has designated July 2, 1987, 
as "National Literacy Day" and has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim July 2, 1987, as National Literacy Day. I 
invite the Governors of every State, local officials, and all Americans to ob
serve this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities to increase 
awareness about illiteracy and to encourage participation in programs to 
eliminate this problem. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and elev
enth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5676 of July 8,1987 

Northwest Ordinance Bicentennial Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On July 13, we celebrate the Bicentennial of the Northwest Ordinance, con
sidered one of the foundation document of our Nation because it became a 
model for the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and because of its signifi
cance for the expansion of the Union. 
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The Confederation Congress adopted the Northwest Ordinance at the same 
time the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia was drafting the new 
United States Constitution. The Ordinance embodied the highest ideals of a 
free people; its principles of civil liberty and its blueprint for national ex
pansion so impressed the delegates to the Constitutional Convention that it 
became an important influence on the Constitution they were writing. 

The Ordinance's arrangement for expansion included opening settlement of 
the area known as the Northwest Territory, providing civil government, and 
ensuring settlers the protection of Common Law under territorial govern
ment until permanent State governments could be created. States formed 
from the Territory—^present-day Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wiscon
sin, and part of Minnesota—would be organized and admitted into the 
Union "on an equal footing with the original States, in all respects whatso
ever." 

The Northwest Ordinance was vitally important for individual and civil 
rights in the United States. It forbade slavery in the Territory and guaran
teed all citizens equality before the law. The Ordinance provided complete 
freedom of religion, the writ of habeas corpus, trial by jury, proportionate 
representation in the legislature, reasonable bail, no cruel or unusual pun
ishment, and no deprivation of liberty or property but by the judgment of 
peers. The Ordinance also required full compensation for property or serv
ices taken for the common preservation and, in the just preservation of 
rights and property, forbade interference with bona fide private contracts 
and engagements. 

Finally, the Northwest Ordinance recognized that religion, morality, and 
knowledge are all necessary elements for good government. It proclaimed 
that schools and the means of education would forever be encouraged to 
ensure the establishment of good government throughout the Territory. 

In recognition of the importance of the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, the 
Congress, by House Joint Resolution 181, has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation calling upon the people of the United 
States to observe the Bicentennial of the enactment of this law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim July 13, 1987, as Northwest Ordinance Bi
centennial Day. I urge the people of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to reflect on the role of the 
Northwest Ordinance in the Constitution whose Bicentennial we mark this 
year. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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