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continues to proclaim and to shape a peaceful revolution toward freedom 
and prosperity for all mankind. 

The Congress, by joint resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), desig
nated September 17 as "Citizenship Day" in commemoration of the signing 
of the Constitution and in recognition of all who, by coming of age or by 
naturalization, have attained the status of citizenship, and authorized the 
President to issue annually a proclamation calling upon officials of the gov
ernment to display the flag on all government buildings on that day. Also, 
by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 159), the Congress designat
ed the week beginning September 17 and ending September 23 of each year 
as "Constitution Week" in recognition of the historic importance of the 
Constitution and the significant role it plays in our lives today. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 1987, as Citizenship Day and 
call upon appropriate government officials to display the flag of the United 
States on all government buildings. I urge Federal, State, and local officials, 
as well as leaders of civic, educational, and religious organizations, to con
duct ceremonies and programs that day to commemorate the occasion. 

Furthermore, I proclaim the week beginning September 17 and ending Sep
tember 23, 1987, as Constitution Week, and I urge all Americans to observe 
that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities in their schools, 
churches, and other suitable places. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5695 of August 21,1987 

National P.O.W./M.I.A. Recognition Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Perhaps no American could cherish our country's liberty more dearly than 
those who have defended it and in doing so have paid the price of capture 
and imprisonment. We take solemn inspiration and resolve from the sacri
fices of brave Americans who have endured captivity for their allegiance to 
our beloved land and our ideals. Their dignity, faith, and valor remind us of 
the allegiance we owe our Nation and its defenders. 

We also take inspiration from the courage of the families of those who 
remain missing or unaccounted for. The fortitude they display in the face of 
uncertainty is heroic, like the acts of those whose fates they seek to learn. 
We as a Nation will not rest in our efforts to secure the release of any U.S. 
personnel who may still be held against their will, to obtain the fullest pos
sible accounting of those still missing, to repatriate all recoverable Ameri
can remains, and to relieve the suffering of the families. 
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The P.O.W./M.I.A. issue will continue to be a matter of the highest national 
priority until it is resolved. To symbolize our national commitment, the 
P.O.W./M.I.A. Flag will fly over the White House, the Departments of State 
and Defense, the Veterans Administration, and the Vietnam Veterans Me
morial on September 18, 1987. It will also fly over the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial on Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 

To recognize the special debt of gratitude all Americans owe to those who 
sacrificed their freedom in the service of our country and to reaffirm our 
commitment to their courageous families, the Congress, by Senate Joint Res
olution 49, has designated September 18, 1987, as "National POW/MIA Rec
ognition Day" and authorized and requested the President to issue a procla
mation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 18, 1987, as National 
P.O.W./M.I.A. Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans to join in honor
ing all former American prisoners of war, those still missing, and their fami
lies who have made extraordinary sacrifices on behalf of our country. I also 
call upon State and local officials and private organizations to observe this 
day with every appropriate ceremony and activity. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

•'" '-r: • • RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5696 of August 26,1987 

9-1-1 Emergency Number Day, 1987 
Ho cQ8Z Koljs'c 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation vi;,/i>C' ¥: • ' f 
Protecting the lives and property of citizens is one of government's funda
mental responsibilities. In times of emergency, citizens must have a quick 
and easy way to summon police and other rescue services. The 9-1-1 emer
gency telephone number fulfills this need and proves its value hundreds of 
times every day throughout our country. 

In 1968, 9-1-1 was designated the universal emergency telephone number in 
North America. Today we can see with satisfaction that much has been 
done to implement this system. Thousands of municipalities have estab
lished the 9-1-1 telephone system, making it possible to save more lives 
and to increase the public's confidence in local emergency response sys
tems. The 9-1-1 system has enabled communities to respond to a greater 
number of emergency calls with added efficiency and lower costs to the 
public. 

State and local governments have made a commitment to implement the 9-
1-1 telephone system across our Nation as soon as possible. Some States 
have mandated that the system be operational by a certain date, while 
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