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Proclamation 5742 of November 16,1987 
' • it -» 1? 

Recognition of the Disabled American Veterans Vietnam '̂  
Veterans National Memorial as a Memorial of National 
Significance / 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Near Eagle Nest, New Mexico, on a hilltop between peaks of the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains and overlooking the Moreno Valley, stands a memorial to 
our country's Vietnam veterans. The origin of this shrine explains exactly 
why Americans for all the generations to come will consider it a memorial 
of national significance. >K • , ><;a?̂  f ; 

The monument arose from one family's grief and solemn pride in a gallant 
son who gave his life for his fellow Marines, for his country, and for a 
people oppressed. On May 22, 1968, First Lieutenant Victor David West-
phall III, USMC, a rifle platoon commander, was killed in an enemy 
ambush in Con Thien, Republic of Vietnam. His parents. Dr. and Mrs. 
Victor Westphall, and his younger brother Douglas decided to erect a per
manent memorial to honor his spirit and that of his 12 comrades in arms 
who died along with him in that battle. 

Dedicating their own time and resources, the Westphalls built an inspira
tional monument rising nearly 50 feet in dramatic architectural lines and 
containing a memorial chapel where visitors could pray and reflect upon 
the sacrifices America's fighting forces have made to keep our country free. 

The Westphalls completed the memorial in 1971 and named it the Vietnam 
Veterans Peace and Brotherhood Chapel. In 1982, the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV), a national organization of more than one million veterans 
disabled in military service, formed a special nonprofit corporation to 
assume ownership and assure perpetual maintenance of the shrine. The 
DAV has added a visitors' center, guest house, and access to the site for 
disabled persons. 

On Memorial Day, 1983, the memorial was rededicated and given its 
present name. Later that year the New Mexico Legislature declared it a 
State memorial. The Disabled American Veterans Vietnam Veterans Na
tional Memorial has become known to millions of Americans and has in
spired the construction of other memorials to Vietnam veterans across our 
land. It has forever acquired a place in the history and heritage of the 
United States and in the hearts of all who would salute the valor, the 
honor, and the sacrifices of America's Vietnam veterans. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-164, approved November 13, 1987, has 
recognized the Disabled American Veterans Vietnam Veterans National 
Memorial as a memorial of national significance and requested the Presi
dent to issue a proclamation in observance thereof. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby commemorate the recognition of the Disabled Ameri
can Veterans Vietnam Veterans National Memorial as a memorial of na-
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tional significance. I also salute the efforts of the individuals who have 
made possible the creation and continued existence of this memorial. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

' RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5743 of November 17,1987 

African American Education Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Because teachers are among the most important role models in our society, 
it is truly fitting that we set aside African American Education Week to en
courage young African Americans to pursue careers in the field of educa
tion. 

Americans have always deeply valued the rewards and the advancement 
that education makes possible. No task is more vital to the strength and 
security of our Nation than that of providing good education for all our citi
zens. So that America continues to remain a land of opportunity for all 
people, we should encourage a wide representation of African Americans 
as teachers and continued concern for African American students. The Na
tional Alliance of Black School Educators is committed to these goals. By 
inspiring students with a vision of excellence, we can touch the lives of 
countless youngsters in present and future generations for the better. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 174, has designated the week be
ginning November 15, 1987, as "African American Education Week" and 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ
ance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning November 15, 1987, as 
African American Education Week. I call upon officials of government at 
every level, educators, private sector groups, and all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities in support 
of the achievement of academic excellence among African Americans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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