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Editorial note: For the text of a memorandum from the President to the heads of executive depart
ments and agencies, dated Nov. 13, 1987, on adoption, see the Weekly Compilation of Presiden
tial Documents (vol. 23, p. 1325). 

Proclamation 5747 of November 19,1987 

National Family Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The destiny of America is shaped not only by events within the councils of 
government, industry, and finance, but also by the hand of God and the life 
and the love in each and every home in our Nation. America's families are 
a tremendous source of strength and faith and freedom for our children and 
our country, and during National Family Week we recognize this truth and 
pay glad tribute to the families of our land. 

The family is a source of well-being, a place to give and receive love and to 
learn and live our traditions and the virtues and the values of responsibil
ity, selflessness and self-reliance, loyalty, mutual respect, fairness, and the 
power of faith. In families we also come to know our inherent dignity and 
worth as individuals and to enjoy the God-given rights that are the basis of 
freedom. 

We must remember during National Family Week, and especially during 
the Bicentennial of the Constitution, that freedom, the family, and the indi
vidual have everything to do with each other. That is a truth that the 
Founders of our country knew well. The more the integrity of the family is 
fostered—the more social and public policy influences that weaken the 
family are eliminated—the stronger is freedom and the healthier is society. 
Let us forever remember this personally and as a people, for the good of 
our families and the good of our country. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-166, has authorized and requested the 
President to proclaim the week of November 22 through November 28, 1987, 
as "National Family Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of November 22 through 28, 1987, 
as National Family Week. I invite the Governors of the several States, the 
chief officials of local governments, and all Americans to celebrate this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 
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