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On Wright Brothers Day we recall and revere not only the ability and the 
inventiveness of Wilbur and Orville Wright but also the unshakable convic
tion that led them into the skies and into history's pantheon of explorers, 
discoverers, and benefactors of mankind. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 \J7 Stat. 
402; 36 U.S.C. 169], has designated the seventeenth day of December of 
each year as Wright Brothers Day and requested the President to issue an
nually a proclamation inviting the people of the United States to observe 
that day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 1987, as Wright Brothers Day, 
and I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities, both to recall the achievements of 
the Wright Brothers and to stimulate aviation in this country and through
out the world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of De
cember, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

'̂̂  RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5751 of December 7,1987 ' ^̂  • :' 

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 1987 ' -- ^̂r 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On December 7, Americans everywhere commemorate the 46th anniversary 
of the morning in 1941 when our Armed Forces at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 
were subjected to a surprise aerial strike by the Imperial Japanese Navy. 
That attack killed 2,403 Americans and wounded 1,178 others—and caused 
our Nation to enter World War II. 

America was unprepared for war, but we quickly resolved to do what must 
be done in defense of our country. Knowing that in war there can be no 
substitute for victory, the American people summoned a great national 
effort in military strength and industrial activity. The sacrifices of our mili
tary personnel at Pearl Harbor became the prelude to those our brave fight
ing forces were to endure around the globe for the next three and one-half 
years. When the terrible conflict ceased and the peace was won, America's 
freedom remained intact and we had taken on a crucial role as the leader 
of the world's democracies and bulwark of international peace. 

On December 7, America remembers much and resolves much. We remem
ber Pearl Harbor's dead and wounded and its courageous survivors who 
fought that day and many other days as well. We remember too one of his
tory's clearest lessons, that weakness and unpreparedness do not build 
peace but invite aggression. We remember that our freedom, purchased at 
so dear a price, can be taken from us. And we resolve that that shall never 
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be. We resolve that our strength, our vigilance, and our devotion will for
ever keep America the land of the free and the home of the brave. We re
solve that we will keep faith with those we have loved and lost. And we 
resolve that, always, we will remember Pearl Harbor. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 105, has designated December 7, 
1987, as "National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day" and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim December 7, 1987, as National Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day, and I call upon the people of the United States to ob
serve this solemn occasion with appropriate ceremonies and activities and 
to pledge eternal vigilance and strong resolve to defend our Nation and its 
allies from all future aggression. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5752 of December 10,1987 

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights 
Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Constitution whose Bicentennial we celebrate this year begins, "We 
the People," and thus tells Americans and all the world that we hold the 
individual as sovereign, not the government or any other political entity. 
The Bill of Rights, added to the Constitution in 1791, specifies individual 
liberties and adds that powers "not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people." 

The Founders of our country believed the rights of the individual are God-
given, not originating from or granted by the state. Their timeless vision of 
individual liberties for all people is why we pause each December to ex
press thanks for our heritage and to renew our commitment to the vital 
cause of human rights around the globe. We also celebrate the adoption of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which set human rights stand
ards for all nations. 

Tragically, governments in many lands deny this vision. Some make elabo
rate claims that citizens under their rule enjoy human rights and even offer 
illusory guarantees of those rights—but then reveal their absence through 
lack of due process, free elections, or freedom of religion, expression, and 
assembly. Their constitutions often declare openly that citizens' rights are 
subordinate to the interests of the state. Even if words look good on paper. 
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