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The contributions and the sacrifices of the women who have served in 
our Armed Forces merit the respect and admiration of the people of the 
United States. Thus, it is most fitting that we set aside a special time to 
honor our women veterans. 

In grateful recognition of the women who have served in the Armed 
Forces of the United States, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 35, 
has designated the week beginning November 5, 1989, as "National 
Women Veterans Recognition Week" and has authorized and request
ed the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning November 5, 1989, 
as National Women Veterans Recognition Week. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe the week with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of November, in the year of oiu* Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him-
dred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

PTOclamation 6065 of November 9,1989 

Washington Centennial Day, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
On November 11, 1889, Elisha P. Ferry, the first Governor of Washing
ton State, received a telegram from President Benjamin Harrison an
nouncing that Washington had become the 42nd State in the Union. A 
story in the Tacoma Daily News the following day reflected the pride 
and joy felt by the people of the new State: 
Occupying, as it does, the very richest section of the whole country, with its wealth of 
inland shores lined with timber enough to supply the world, with its rich veins of valuable 
ores, with its valuable agricultural lands and its unparalleled scenery for beauty and gran-
deyji, combined with its unequalled climate, it starts out on its life of statehood with not 
only the eyes of this land, but the whole world upon it. 

The area now known as Washington State had been inhabited by 
Native Americans for thousands of years. However, it was not tmtil 
Captain Cook explored the region in 1778 and returned with tales of its 
land, timber, and fur that it became known to the rest of the world. 
More explorers followed Cook's path, and, in 1804, the yoimg United 
States of America sent out an expedition led by Lewis and Clark to 
explore the area. In subsequent years, missionaries and pioneers jour
neyed across the continent to settle in the fertile territory charted by 
Lewis and Clark, beginning a process of growth and discovery that has 
continued to this day. 

In 1889, Washington State was home to 350,000 people—fewer people 
than currently live in Seattle, now its largest city. During the past 100 
years, the State has grown to a population of more than 4 million. 
Today's residents, like the pioneers before them, have been able stew-
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ards of the State's vast forests, clear waters, grand moiintains, and 
abundant wildlife. 

Since achieving statehood in 1889, Washington has also witnessed tre
mendous economic development. Washington State has become a 
leader in aviation, computer software, shipbuilding, trade, forestry, ag
riculture, and the production of energy. The Puget Soimd area floiu--
ishes as a gateway to the Pacific. Eastern Washington boasts rich soil 
that has made the State famous worldwide for its apples and many 
other crops. 

In recognition of the importance of Washington's contributions to the 
United States and in commemoration of its Centennial, the Congress, 
by Senate Joint Resolution 209, has designated November 11, 1989, as 
"Washington Centexmial Day" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 1989, as Washington 
Centennial Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him-
dred and fourteenth. 

\?^!fc* 
GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6066 of November 9,1989 

Geography Awareness Week, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Geographic conditions around the world have had a great influence 
upon both the history of mankind and the course of current events. Ge
ography has been an important factor in the social, political, and eco
nomic development of virtually every nation. Thus, the study of geogra
phy—the study of a people, their environment, their cultural heritage, 
and their natural resoiu-ces—is essential not only to our understanding 
of the past but also to ovir ability to participate in an increasingly inter
dependent world. 

While public awareness of geography is important to our Nation's polit
ical and economic leadership in the world, far too many Americans 
have little knowledge of the subject. According to one recent poll, 
Americans ranked among the bottom third on an international test of 
geographical knowledge. Scores for Americans between the ages of 18 
and 24 were particularly poor. Statistics have indicated that a large 
mmiber of American students cannot locate the United States on a map 
of the world, and many adults cannot name more than one-fourth of 
the NATO member nations. Some cannot name any. 

This lack of fundamental geographic knowledge, including knowledge 
of foreign languages and cultiu'es, places the United States at a serious 
disadvantage in matters of international commerce and politics. We 
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