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National Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week by participating in appropriate ceremonies and activities and 
by learning how to prevent accidental poisonings among children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6237 of December 7,1990 

Wright Brothers Day, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
When Orville and Wilbur Wright's hand-crafted airplane lifted off the 
windswept beach near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, on December 17, 
1903, only a handful of men and perhaps a few startled sea gulls wit
nessed the world's first controlled, manned flight in a heavier-than-air, 
mechanically propelled aircraft. Nevertheless, this brief bold flight 
changed the course of history. With the success of their daring experi
ment, Orville and Wilbur Wright ushered in the age of aviation. 

From the time they experimented with airplane models and wind tun
nels at their small workshop in Dayton, Ohio, until the end of their 
celebrated careers, the Wright brothers demonstrated qualities shared 
by all great pioneers and inventors. Eager to learn and determined to 
succeed, they engaged in hours of intense study and painstaking trial, 
calculation, and design. As individuals they were confident, methodi
cal, and brilliantly intuitive engineers. 

Shortly after the Wrights began their experiments, they found that the 
small amount of data previously collected by others was unreliable. 
Consequently, they conducted their own basic research, literally writ
ing the book on fundamental aerodynamics. Eventually, the Wrights 
used their carefully acquired knowledge to build a machine so far 
ahead of its day that they even had to design and build their own 
motor, one that was both powerful and lightweight. 

The Wrights' diligent and enlightened approach to their work was the 
key to their success. Wilbur once remarked: "If a man is in too big a 
hurry to give up an error, he is liable to give up some truth with it, and 
in accepting the arguments of the other man, he is sure to get some 
error with it . . . . After I get a hold of a truth I hate to lose it again, 
and I like to sift all the truth out before I give up an error." Such intel
lectual openness and tenacity—coupled with courage, creativity, and 
perseverance—enabled the Wright brothers to defy both the skepticism 
of friends and the force of gravity as they launched the age of con
trolled himian flight. 

We live in a world transformed by the work of the Wright brothers, 
and in this age of sophisticated air and space travel, their first flight 
still stands as one of the most extraordinary achievements of the 20th 
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century. With optimism and daring, restless ingenuity and hard work, 
Orville and Wilbur Wright broke the tethers binding man to Earth and 
joined the ranks of those great pioneers and inventors who have helped 
to make the United States a mighty and prosperous Nation. As we 
recall the Wrights' seminal contributions to aviation, each of us can 
take inspiration from their example. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 [77 
Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), has designated the 17th day of December of 
each year as "Wright Brothers Day" and requested the President to 
issue annually a proclamation commemorating this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 1990, as Wright Brothers 
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe that day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh 
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him-
dred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6238 of December 10,1990 

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights 
Week, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The first ten amendments to our Constitution, collectively known as the 
Bill of Rights, were intended as an additional safeguard to the liberty 
of Americans, which the Constitution already afforded great protection 
through its ingenious structure. As we enter the bicentennial year of 
our Bill of Rights, we celebrate more than the great freedom and securi
ty this document symbolizes for the American people—we also cele
brate its seminal role in the advancement of respect for hmnan dignity 
and individual liberty around the world. 

In its Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted on December 10, 
1948, the United Nations General Assembly affirmed to all mankind the 
noble ideals enshrined in our Bill of Rights. Noting that "recognition of 
the inherent dignity and of the equal and unalienable rights of all mem
bers of the hmnan family is the foundation of freedom, justice, and 
peace in the world," signatories to the Declaration agreed to respect 
freedom of thought, freedom of association, as well as freedom of reli
gion and belief. They also recognized an individual's right to own prop
erty, either alone or in association with others, and declared that "ev
eryone has the right to participate in his government, directly or 
through freely chosen representatives." Stating that "human rights 
should be protected by the rule of law," signatories to the Declaration 
proclaimed this historic document "a common standard of achievement 
for all peoples and all nations." 
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