
PROCLAMATION 6368—OCT. 30, 1991 105 STAT. 2741 

Proclamation 6368 of October 30,1991 

National American Indian Heritage Month, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During our annual observance of National American Indian Heritage 
Month, we celebrate and study the rich history and folklore of Ameri
ca's native peoples. Long before this country was settled by immigrants 
from around the world, it was the home of generations of Native Amer
icans. Each of the many different tribes that inhabited this vast country 
had a unique and vibrant culture, as well as its own system of social 
order. The first European settlers in the New World benefitted greatly 
from what they learned from this country's original inhabitants, who 
gave them a wealth of knowledge and skills in such areas as hunting, 
farming, and crafting tools. Today all Americans can continue to learn 
from the rich heritage of this country's native peoples. 

By the time we reach adulthood, most of us are familiar with the leg
ends of Pocahontas, Geronimo, Sacajawea, and Hiawatha. However, 
National American Indian Heritage Month provides an opportunity to 
learn more about the contributions and the achievements of countless 
other Native Americans. This month, we remember individuals such as 
Seattle, the chief and orator for whom the great city in Washington is 
named; Sequoyah, who taught thousands of his fellow Cherokee to read 
and write; and Ely Parker, the son of a Seneca leader, who served as 
an officer under General Ulysses S. Grant during the Civil War and 
became the first Indian to serve as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
Fifty years after the beginning of United States participation in World 
War II, we also honor the Navajo code-talkers, whose use of their 
native tongue and secret code words was never broken by enemy 
forces. 

Every tribe of Native Americans is unique, and each has celebrated 
heroes of its own. Yet together generations of Native Americans have 
quietly strengthened and enriched the United States. American culture 
has been greatly influenced by the customs and traditions of this coun
try's native peoples, and all of us can be grateful for their outstanding 
example of environmental stewardship. 

This month, we also celebrate the unique government-to-govemment 
relationship that exists between Indian tribes and the Federal Govern
ment. That relationship has weathered various conflicts, inequities, and 
changes over the years, evolving into a vibrant partnership in which 
more than 500 tribal entities stand shoulder to shoulder with the other 
governmental units that form our Republic. We will continue to seek 
greater mutual understanding and trust in this relationship, as well as 
the further advancement of tribal self-government. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 172, has designated the 
month of November 1991 as "National American Indian Heritage 
Month" and has authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 1991 as National American 
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Indian Heritage Month. I urge all Americans, as well as their elected 
representatives at the Federal, State, and local levels, to observe this 
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6369 of November 5,1991 

National Hospice Montii, 1991 and 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Dedicated to serving terminally ill persons and their famihes, hospice 
programs have become an important part of our Nation's health care 
system. This month, we gratefully salute the many outstanding profes
sionals and volunteers who provide hospice care. 

By offering a positive and supportive environment, as well as high 
quality medical care, hospice programs enable terminally ill persons to 
live peacefully and comfortably in their final days. In so doing, these 
facilities and services not only reaffirm the inherent dignity and worth 
of every individual but also demonstrate reverence for human life in all 
its stages. Relying on the combined knowledge, skills, and compassion 
of a full team of professionals and volunteers—including physicians, 
nurses, counselors, therapists, and members of the clergy—hospice pro
grams also help patients' families to cope with their bereavement. 

As hospice personnel well know, caring for terminally ill persons can 
be physically and emotionally exhausting. Fortunately, the establish
ment of a permanent Medicare hospice benefit and an optional Medic
aid hospice benefit has made it possible for more Americans to obtain 
needed medical and support services. In addition, concerned individ
uals and agencies in both the public and private sectors have main
tained strong working relationships in the interest of hospice care ben
efits. 

In recognition of the importance of hospice programs and in honor of 
the many dedicated professionals and volunteers who care for termi
nally ill persons, the Congress, by Public Law 102-121, has designated 
November 1991 and November 1992 as "National Hospice Month" and 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in 
observance of these months. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 1991 and November 1992 as 
National Hospice Month. I encourage all Americans, as well as govern
ment officials and health care providers, to observe these months with 
appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, 
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