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Proclamation 6379 of November 22,1991 

National Military Families Recognition Day, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

We Americans take great pride in the vigilance, courage, and patriot
ism of the men and women who serve in om> United States Armed 
Forces, Yet, in large part, the extraordinary spirit of our Nation's serv
ice members reflects that of the families who stand behind them. Thus, 
while we salute our troops for their outstanding efforts to preserve 
peace and to protect the vital interests of the United States, on this oc
casion we honor in a special way our Nation's military families. Each 
day. these Americans share in the hard work of freedom. 

The military family is a very large and special one. It includes tens of 
thousands of wives, husbands, parents, siblings, and children. Located 
in every State and in countries around the globe, these families are the 
heart of the American defense commimity. They have stood together in 
times of trial and uncertainty; they have opened their arms to newcom
ers and to neighbors in need; and they have offered steady moral sup
port to our forces stationed far from home. Brought together by the 
service of their loved ones, these families embody the love, faith, and 
devotion to freedom that have sustained our men and women in uni
form, even through this Nation's darkest hours. 

Whether they live on bases here at home or at posts in Europe, the Pa
cific, and elsewhere, military families are imited by common experi
ence—^including the experience of hardship and sacrifice. For example, 
reassignments often require service members and their dependents to 
move, leaving behind schools, friends, and jobs. Although such moves 
may consist of relocation to unfamiliar towns or even to foreign lands, 
military families weather the challenges with perseverance and pride. 

Because they recognize the risks that their loved ones have accepted in 
the line of duty, and because a service member's assignments can 
entail lengthy absences from home, military families also cope with 
long hours of separation and worry. Diiring the past year, our Nation 
was reminded of all that military families have endured over the years 
when more than 500,000 service personnel were activated, both here 
and abroad, to take part in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, 
as well as diu>ing U.S. humanitarian efforts in Operations Provide Com
fort in northern Iraq and Sea Angel in Bangladesh. The stoicism and 
the patriotism displayed by America's military families diu'ing the con
flict in the Persian Gulf uplifted and inspired ovj entire country. More 
recently, hundreds of American military families responded with exem
plary coiu-age and composure when they were evacuated from their 
homes in the Philippines following the eruption of Moimt Pinatubo. 

Throughout our Nation's history, military families have demonstrated 
their pride in service and their profound faith in the principles on 
which the United States is foimded. Today we assure these Americans 
of our abiding gratitude, respect, and support. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 215, has designated November 
25, 1991, as "National Military Families Recognition Day" and has au-
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thorized the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 25, 1991, as National Mili
tary Families Recognition Day. I m-ge all Americans to join in honoring 
America's military families on that day. Finally, I call upon Federal, 
State, and local ofticials, as well as concerned private organizations, to 
observe the day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
second day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two himdred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6380 of November 25,1991 

Thanksgiving Day, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
From the moment it was "conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal," oiu* Nation has enjoyed the 
mercy and protection of Almighty God. Thus, when we join with family 
and friends on Thanksgiving, we celebrate not only the many blessings 
that we have received as individuals—including the gift of life itself— 
but also our great fortune as one Nation under God. On this occasion, 
Americans of every race, creed, and walk of life are united by a pro
found sense of gratitude and duty. 

As we continue the Thanksgiving tradition, a tradition cherished by 
every generation of Americans, we reflect in a special way on the 
blessings of the past year. When this Nation and its coalition partners 
took up arms in a last-resort effort to repel aggression in the Persian 
Gulf, we were spared the terrible consequences of a long and protract
ed struggle. Indeed, the millions of people who prayed for a quick end 
to the fighting saw those prayers answered with a swiftness and cer
tainty that exceeded all expectations. During the past year, we have 
also witnessed the demise of communism and welcomed millions of 
courageous people into the community of free nations. 

Of course, as we give thanks for these and other developments, we 
also remember the less fortunate—those who do not yet share in the 
promise of freedom; those who do not know the comfort of peace and 
seciurity; and those whose tables do not reflect prosperity and plenty. 

Time and again, Scriptm-e describes our Creator's special love for the 
poor. As the Psalmist wrote, "He pours contempt upon princes . . . yet 
sets the poor on high from affliction." In this great Nation, we have a 
special obligation to care for the ill and the destitute. Therefore, recall
ing that much will be asked of those to whom much has been given, let 
us resolve to make food drives and other forms of charity an increas
ingly important part of our Thanksgiving tradition. 
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