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At a time when relations between Europe and America are being re
newed and strengthened in light of the new, post-Cold War era, the 
Nordic countries have an important role to play in fostering continued 
transatlantic cooperation, including an open trading system and mu
tual support of democratic reform. Likewise, Americans who trace their 
roots to the Nordic countries—Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and 
Sweden—provide a living link between continents, much as their an
cestors did nearly a millennium ago. 

hi recognition of the legendary achievements of Leif Erikson and in 
honor of our Nordic-American heritage, the Congress, by joint resolu
tion approved on September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 849, 36 U.S.C. 169c), des
ignated October 9 of each year as "Leif Erikson Day" and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1992, as Leif Erikson Day. 
I invite all Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6480 of September 26,1992 

Fire Prevention Week, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Despite all that we have learned about fire prevention and safety, resi
dential fires remain our Nation's number one fire problem. Fires in the 
home account for four out of every five fire-related deaths, three out 
of every four fire-related injuries, and almost half of all fire-related 
property losses. 

The vast majority of fire-related deaths occur in homes that do not 
have a working smoke detector. Because the early warning provided by 
such a device can dramatically increase one's chances of surviving a 
fire, it is imperative that homeowners not only install but also main
tain smoke detectors in recommended areas of the home. During the 
past quarter-century, home fire protection has improved dramatically 
with the installation of at least one smoke detector in most homes. Yet, 
more Americans must avail themselves of this lifesaving technology, 
and those in homes with smoke detectors must be sure to test and serv
ice them regularly. 

To convey that message nationwide, the United States Fire Administra
tion and the National Fire Protection Association have dedicated this 
year's Fire Prevention Week activities to the theme, "Test Your Detec
tor—It's Sound Advice!" I urge Americans to pay heed to fire safety 
throughout the year and especially during this first week of October. 
Homeowners should walk through their homes and be certain that 
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there are enough smoke detectors—one on each level, including the 
basement, and one outside each sleeping area. Smoke detectors should 
be tested often to ensure that they are working properly, and batteries 
should be replaced at least once a year. 

As we observe Fire Prevention Week, let us also recognize the mem
bers of the public and private organizations that are working toward 
our shared goal of fire safety, including the American Burn Associa
tion, the Congressional Fire Services Institute, the Fire Marshals Asso
ciation of North America, the International Association of Arson Inves
tigators, the International Association of Black Professional Fire Fight
ers, the International Association of Fire Chiefs, the International Asso
ciation of Fire Fighters, the International Association of Fire Service In
structors, the National Association of State Fire Marshals, and the Na
tional Volunteer Fire Council. 

Most important, let us offer special thanks to our Nation's volunteer 
and career fire fighters. These brave men and women put their lives 
on the line every day in order to protect the lives and property of their 
fellow citizens. Last year alone, 105 fire fighters made the ultimate sac
rifice in the line of duty. Our Nation will honor them on Sunday, Octo
ber 11, 1992, during the National Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial Service 
at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. All Americans 
are invited to join in praying for these heroic individuals and their be
reaved families and friends. 

NOW. THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of tlie authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of October 
4 through October 10, 1992, as Fire Prevention Week. I urge all Ameri
cans to participate in fire prevention activities in their homes, schools, 
and places of work—this week and throughout the year. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6481 of September 27,1992 

White Cane Safety Day, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The white cane is a simple yet very useful device that enables persons 
with visual impairments to enjoy greater mobility and independence in 
their daily lives. This tool also has great symbolic value, for it is a tan
gible reminder of the courage, determination, and achievements of per
sons with disabilities. 

As we recognize the accomplishments of Americans who use the white 
cane, it is fitting that we also recognize the importance of promoting 
their safety. For Americans who are not blind or visually impaired, this 
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