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of other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States to provide 
for the observance of this week. I also invite all Americans to utilize 
this opportunity to learn more about the history and continuing con
tributions of women in the United States Coast Guard. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6505 of November 9,1992 

National Military Families Recognition Day, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The strength of the American family is the strength of America itself, 
for the family is the primary institution to shape our citizens and lead
ers and to ensure that our most cherished ideals are passed from one 
generation to the next. On this occasion we offer a special salute to 
America's military families, who provide so much love and support to 
our courageous men and women in imiform. The patriotism and sac
rifices of these families have uniquely fortified our Nation's military 
and, in so doing, helped the United States to remain the freest, strong
est, and most prosperous country in the world. 

While America's military families trace their roots to a variety of cul
tural, ethnic, and religious backgrounds, they share a profoimd sense 
of duty and an equally strong love of coimtry. These families are also 
united by the singular challenges of military life, from frequent reloca
tions to long periods of separation and worry. By standing steadfast in 
support of ^e i r members in uniform and of each other, military fami
lies provide inspiring examples of generosity, courage, and pride. Who 
can forget the tremendous public show of support for our troops as 
they fought to liberate Kuwait and to turn back aggression in the Per
sian Gulf—support led by the spouses, children, parents, grandparents, 
and siblings of our active duty and Reserve forces. 

This year has seen new challenges for our service members and their 
families as many American military personnel have deployed around 
the globe in support of urgent humanitarian missions and long-stand
ing defense interests. The end of the Cold War has also presented chal
lenges as we work to restructure our defense forces and to maintain an 
efficient, mobile, and effective military capacity. Yet, just as they have 
met every challenge in the past, America's military families continue 
to face these and other developments with resoiurcefulness, resilience, 
and pride. Each of them deserves our admiration and support. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 503, has designated Novem
ber 23, 1992, as "National Military Families Recognition Day" and has 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in ob
servance of this day. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim November 23, 1992, as National Mili
tary Families Recognition Day. I urge all Americans to join in honoring 
United States military families around the world, who do so much in 
support of the men and women who defend our freedom and seciu:ity. 
I also call on Federal, State, and local government officials and private 
organizations to observe this day with appropriate programs and activi
ties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and ninety-
two, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6506 of November 10,1992 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial 10th Anniversary Day, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The more than 3,000,000 Americans who served oiu* country during 
the war in Southeast Asia between 1960 and 1975 deserve, like all of 
our veterans, the lasting respect and gratitude of the Nation. From hun
dreds of nameless rice paddies and jimgles to places such as Dak To, 
A Shau Valley, and Khe Sanh, these individuals and their fallen com
rades endured extraordinary hardships and sacrifices in the effort to 
thwart commimist expansionism in Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. 
Theirs was a long, grueling struggle for freedom and international secu
rity, and however history may judge its execution and outcome, these 
individuals deserve a hero's recognition and thanks. Hence, we pause 
on this 10th anniversary of the Nation's Vietnam Veterans Memorial to 
offer a heartfelt salute to each of them. 

While we usually think of walls as forms of division—"something 
there is that doesn't love a wall," wrote Robert Frost— t̂he Vietnam Vet
erans Memorial is one such structure that has fostered imity and heal
ing among millions of Americans. In the decade since its construction 
and dedication, which were made possible entirely by private contribu
tions, our Nation has come to peace with itself; and today we join to
gether in honoring the more than 58,000 Americans whose names are 
inscribed on "the Wall." We remember their names because we cher
ished them as individuals—as sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, 
spouses, neighbors, and friends. We remember their names because 
each of them taught us important lessons about duty, courage, and love 
of country. 

The lessons of the Vietnam War have, I befieve, made the United States 
a better Nation, a stronger Nation. Just 2 years ago, when United States 
forces were called on to help liberate a small, defenseless country from 
the occupation of a ruthless dictator, the American people rallied be
hind our troops in a display of unity and resolve not seen since the 
days of World War H. The triimiphant homecoming of our Persian Gulf 
veterans was, in many ways, a second homecoming for our Vietnam 
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