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ed States to commemorate this occasion appropriately throughout the 
land. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-three, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6611 of October 14, 1993 

National Down Syndrome Awareness Month, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Down syndrome, the most common genetic birth defect associated with 
mental retardation, affects 4,000 babies a year from all ethnic and soci
etal backgrounds. As little as twenty years ago, people with Down syn
drome were stigmatized or, all too frequently, institutionalized. Now, 
happily, they are benefitting from important advances in research, edu
cation, and health care. 

Over the past two decades, scientists have applied the technology of 
molecular genetics and other sciences to the study of Down syndrome. 
Researchers are looking for the genes, or combination of genes, on 
chromosome 21 that have a relationship to the development of intel
ligence and the physical disorders associated with Down syndrome. 
They are also looking for a possible relationship between Down syn
drome and Alzheimer's disease. 

There is a wide variation in mental abilities, behavior, and physical de
velopment in individuals with Down syndrome. However, individuals 
with Down syndrome benefit from loving homes, early intervention, 
special education, mainstreaming, appropriate medical care, and posi
tive public attitudes—all made possible through the efforts of research
ers, service providers, physicians, teachers, and parent support groups. 
In addition, such government agencies as the National Institute of 
Child Health and Hrmian Development and the National Institute on 
Aging, components of the National Institutes of Health; the Maternal 
and Child Health Bureau; and the President's Committee on Mental Re
tardation have worked in concert with private organizations like the 
National Down Syndrome Congress and the National Down Syndrome 
Society to help those affected by this congenital disorder. 

To help promote greater \mderstanding of Down syndrome, the Con
gress i by Senate Joint Resolution 92, has designated the month of Octo
ber 1993 as "National Down Syndrome Awareness Month" and has au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ
ance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLL^vI J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1993 as 
National Down Syndrome Awareness Month. I invite all Americans to 
observe this month with appropriate programs and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6612 of October 15,1993 

White Cane Safety Day, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation . . 
To thousands of visually impaired Americans the white cane means 
freedom—freedom to move safely and independently through their 
daily lives, participating fully in the activities of their homes, places 
of employment, and commimities. White Cane Safety Day not only 
celebrates the accomplishments of the visually impaired, but also rec
ognizes our Nation's commitment to remove any physical or attitudinal 
barriers that Americans with disabilities may still face. 

This commitment underscores our continuing efforts to implement 
fully the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
which prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities in 
such areas as employment, public accommodations, telecommuni
cations, and transportation. 

In tribute to the white cane and all that it symbolizes for our society, 
the Congress, by Joint Resolution approved in 1964, has designated Oc
tober 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLL\M J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1993, as White Cane 
Safety Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appro
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and eighteenth. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6613 of October 16,1993 

World Food Day, 1993 and 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Arising from poverty, homelessness, civil strife or famine, hunger bur
dens the lives of nearly 800 million people throughout the world. 
Women and children suffer the most. Studies suggest that in develop
ing countries, some 36 percent of children imder 6 years of age are 
moderately or severely undemoiuished. ? \ H 
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