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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6669 of April 13,1994 

251st Anniversary of the Birth of Thomas Jefferson 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
"I am certainly not an advocate for frequent and untried changes in 
laws and constitutions," Thomas Jefferson once wrote, "But . . . laws 
and institutions must go hand in hand with the progress of the human 
mind. As that becomes more developed, more enlightened, as new dis
coveries are made, new truths disclosed, and manners and opinions 
change . . . institutions must advance also, and keep pace with the 
times." 

These words have challenged and inspired the countless millions who 
have come to America's capital and have seen them inscribed on the 
marble wall of the Jefferson Memorial. Jefferson's statue presides nobly 
over America's capital city, a steadfast and enduring reminder of the 
democratic government that he helped to found. Yet unlike his un
changing visage, our democracy's institutions have proved to be re
markably agile in governing, maturing as society has progressed, evolv
ing as human knowledge and technology have advanced—far beyond 
Jefferson's imagining. Of all the truths Jefferson knew to be self-evi
dent, of all the freedoms he held dear, this understanding of the need 
for political and social innovation is perhaps his most lasting gift. He 
helped to endow us with the freedom to embrace change. 

As we complete the year celebrating the 250th anniversary of his birth, 
it is entirely fitting that we again pause to reflect upon both the con
tradictions of Jefferson's life and the meaning of his legacy. Far from 
the sculpted perfection of his statue, Jefferson acknowledged, even an
guished about, his failings as a leader. In expressing his fervent hope 
that we would one day purge the evil of slavery from our land, he 
wrote, "I tremble for my coimtry when I reflect tiiat God is just, that 
his justice cannot sleep forever." Despite his flaws, Jefferson imbued 
us with his powerful faith that justice would ultimately transcend our 
seeming inability to do what we know is right. And I believe he would 
rejoice to know how far America has come toward winning equal jus
tice under law. 

In the United States, we must constantly releam his teaching that 
change is both an inevitable and essential part of safeguarding our pre
cious freedoms. We recognize, as he did in his day, that our democracy 
must continue to develop, that we must shape our politics and policies 
to meet the rapidly shifting needs of our people and to embrace the 
better angels of our nature. On this day, we remember that our Nation 
is an ongoing experiment, a new and fragile spirit, requiring our eter-
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nal care and vigilance if it is to continue to grow and prosper and 
shine. 
NOW. THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Wednes
day, April 13, 1994, as the 251st Anniversary of the Birth of Thomas 
Jefferson. I encourage all Americans to reflect upon his words and 
deeds and to rededicate themselves to making our Nation one of which 
he would be proud. Additionally, I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this occasion with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and eighteenth. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6670 of April 14,1994 

National Park Week, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Theodore Roosevelt once said that nothing short of defending this 
country in wartime "compares in importance with the great central 
task of leav- ing this land an even better land for oiu- descendants 
than it is for us . . . . " In the movement to acquire and preserve areas 
of outstanding scenic or historical significance, Roosevelt blended 
science and morality in a highly effective and nonpartisan way. 

The idea of creating national parks first attracted attention in the sec
ond half of the nineteenth century, when America's receding wilder
ness left our natviral resources vulnerable to misuse and exploitation. 
The Yellowstone National Park Act of 1872 set aside the world's first 
national park and led the way for Federal protection of exceptional 
lands for public use. 

As the number of early parks increased, many recognized the need for 
their collective management. The National Park Service was created by 
an act of Congress signed by President Woodrow Wilson on August 25, 
1916. Today, almost 78 years later, the National Park Service oversees 
367 national parks, including historic sites, monuments, parks, lake-
shores, seashores, rivers, and scenic trails. The growth of the park sys
tem is a result of the American public's desire to protect the best and 
most significant treasures of our Nation. 

National parks across the country, from Denali National Park in Alaska 
to Acadia National Park in Maine, allow us to learn more about our 
environment; they teach us to respect our lands and to care about en
dangered plant and animal species. Their spectacular scenic beauty 
and wide variety of wildlife link man and nature intrinsically and imi-
versally. The cultural and historic parks connect us with the spirit of 
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