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tions to every field of human endeavor, from science, law, and lit
erature to agriculture, commerce, government, and the arts. 

Many of these achievements have been the work of brave and tireless 
immigrants who, through determination, creativity, intelligence, and 
dedication to American ideals of freedom and fairness, have added 
strong threads to the fabric of America's multicultural society. As they 
have built a community of tremendous talent and breadth, they have 
helped our country to usher in this new era of great opportunity and 
unlimited hope. 

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pacific Americans and to recog
nize their contributions to our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 
102-450, has designated the month of May of each year as "Asian/Pa
cific American Heritage Month." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the month of May 1994, as 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this occasion with appropriate programs, cere
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two himdred 
and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6687 of May 9, 1994 

Older Americans Month, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year over 2 million of us become older Americans—entering a 
time of life that can bring new freedom, new choices, and new begin
nings. Retirement years offer the freedom to strengthen family bonds 
and to share knowledge and talents with friends and family members. 
It can be a time to engage in cultural, intellectual, and recreational ac
tivities with others and to provide them with the guidance that comes 
from a lifetime of experience. It can be a time of new beginnings—used 
to pursue a second career, to gain more education, or to engage in vol
unteer work that makes our neighborhoods, communities, and the 
world a better place in which to live. 

To enjoy these opportunities, we must take greater responsibility in 
planning for a long life. Maintaining a healthy lifestyle and staying 
physically fit can help us to make the most of these new freedoms, 
choices, and beginnings. While we in Government work to promote 
universal health care coverage for all Americans, all of us can encour
age friends and families to pursue daily practices that promote phys
ical and mental well-being 

This year's Older Americans Month celebration centers around the 
theme of long life and good health with the slogan—"Aging: An Expe-
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rience of a Lifetime." I am asking all Americans to help make this 
theme a reality by striving to achieve healthy and productive lifestyles. 
Each year, we are learning new ways to promote longer, healthier, and 
more rewarding lives. We can do this by learning to eat nutritiously, 
by giving up smoking, by moderating om- consumption of alcoholic 
beverages, and by entering into a personal or group fitness program. 
New studies show that regardless of age, it's never too late to improve 
health and vitality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the month 
of May 1994, as Older Americans Month. I call upon individual Ameri
cans, representatives of government at all levels, businesses, and com-
mvmity, volunteer, and educational groups to work to increase oppor
tunities for older Americans and to adopt healthier lifestyles. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF. I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day 
of May, in the year of oiu* Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6688 of May 10,1994 

Labor History Month, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
For more than a century, the labor movement in the United States has 
served as a major force for ovu economic and social progress as a Na
tion. 

American trade unionists have fought for and achieved benefits for all 
citizens. At the turn of the centm-y, the average worker made about ten 
dollars for a 60-hour week, and more than 2 million children similarly 
worked long hours for even less pay. Prior to the formation of a na
tional labor movement in 1881, safe working conditions, regular hours, 
decent living wages, paid holidays, and vacations were often mere 
dreams. Emergency and family leave were almost unimaginable. 

The struggle of American workers against these appalling cir
cumstances transformed our Nation. Disasters, like the 1911 Triangle 
Shirtwaist Fire and the 1991 Hamlet Poultry Fire, and triumphs, like 
the Sanitation Workers struggle for dignity and union representation in 
1968, have played a significant role in shaping American life. By 
studying labor history, we find the foundations of work life in Amer
ica—the 8-hom' day, the 40-hour week, security in unemployment and 
old age, protection for the sick and injured, equal employment oppor
tunity, protection for children, and health and safety standards. In ad
dition, labor history shows that American workers were in the forefront 
of the effort to make public education available for every child. 
As an American, I am proud of the accomplishments of our labor 
movement, through which we all enjoy better lives. In issuing this 
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