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Proclamation 6705 of June 30,1994 

50th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Fifty years ago, on July 21, 1944, after two and a half years of occupa
tion, 55,000 United States Marines and soldiers stormed the small Pa
cific Island of Guam in an effort to bring about the liberation of a peo
ple oppressed by tyranny. 

The conquest of Guam by Imperial Japanese forces had begun shortly 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor when Saipan-based Japanese bombers 
launched the first in a series of raids on the island. The small defend
ing force consisted of a handful of military and civilian construction 
workers, as well as the local Guam Insular Guard and the Guam Mili
tia. Hopes of defending the island ended in the early morning hours 
of December 10, 1941, when the island's governor surrendered his post 
and the island, thus making Guam the only American community to 
be occupied during World War II. 

The Chamorros, the indigenous people of Guam, endured great hard
ships during the occupation as their captors forced them to work long 
homrs in the fields, repair or build airfields and defense installations, 
and dig hundreds of Japanese shelter caves. But liberation was close 
at hand. Guam offered an ideal strategic position for the Allied forces, 
as it would provide a centralized location between the Japanese home
land and the Philippine Islands to launch long-range bomber attacks. 
By taking the Marianas Islands back, we would also be able to sever 
vital enemy supply lines, thus cutting off thousands of enemy soldiers 
and ending their effectiveness in the war. 

The battle for Guam was fierce. Enemy forces continued to launch 
counterattacks despite their lack of supplies or hope of winning. But 
the Americans were just as determined and went to great lengths to 
complete their mission. 

Chief of Staff General Dwight D. Eisenhower stated it best when he 
said: 

"In a nation at war, teamwork by the whole people is necessary 
for victory. But the issue is decided on the battlefield, toward 
which all national effort leads. The country's fate lies in the 
hands of its soldier citizens; in the clash of battle is found the 
final test of plans, training, equipment, and—above all—the fight
ing spirit of units and individuals." 
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And it was the spirit of the Americans fighting on Guam that brought 
a quick end to organized resistance on the island as it was secured by 
the American forces on August 10, 1944. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 21, 
1994, as the "50th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam." I call upon 
all Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs and ac
tivities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6706 of July 15, 1994 

Captive Nations Week, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year marks the 35th commemoration of "Captive Nations Week," 
our national expression of support for the people of the world who 
continue to suffer the yoke of oppressive governments. Freedom has 
made great strides in recent years, thanks to the quiet heroism of 
countless men and women. Yet far too many members of the human 
family still live in the shadows, shackled and intimidated in regimes 
of fear, and we must keep faith with them. 

For over 200 years, this Nation has worked to realize the vision of free
dom articulated by om* founders, and before them by thinkers through
out the ages. Our commitment to the eternally-unfolding meaning and 
spirit of liberty expresses not only our most cherished values, but also 
our best hope for long-term international stability. 

Freedom is a work in process. The people of the former Soviet bloc 
are making the arduous transition to free societies and free markets, 
and we will endeavor to support them as best we can. Less outwardly 
dramatic, but no less moving, are the democratic transitions that have 
taken place in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and there too, we will 
do what we can. 

But great numbers of men and women are still not free. 
Authoritarianism still wields an iron grip over the lives of millions. 
And in this new time we are confronted by the alarming specter of ra
cial, ethnic, and religious animosities and violence. It is thus all the 
more reason for us to recommit ourselves to the work of promoting re
spect for universal human rights and for political freedom for people 
of all races, creeds, and nationalities the world over. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 
212), has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama
tion designating the third week in July of each year as "Captive Na
tions Week." 
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