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Minority Enterprise Development Week highlights the benefits of com
mercial and economic expansion for minorities and offers us an oppor
tunity to acknowledge the growing number of successful minority en
trepreneurs and to pledge support for continued growth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and lews of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week 
of October 9 through October 15, 1994, as "Minority Enterprise Devel
opment Week." I call on the people of the United States to recognize 
the contributions that minority-owned businesses make to the well-
being of this Nation and to observe this occasion with appropriate cere
monies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this ninth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6714 of August 17, 1994 

To Amend the Generalized System of Preferences 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
1. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as 
amended ("Trade Act") (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462), and having due re
gard for the eligibility criteria set forth therein, I have determined that 
it is appropriate to designate Belarus and Uzbekistan as beneficiary de
veloping countries for purposes of the Generalized System of Pref
erences ("GSP"). 

2. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2483) authorizes the Presi
dent to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States 
("HTS") the substance of the provisions of that Act, and of other acts 
affecting import treatment, and actions thereunder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and the laws of the United States, including but not limited 
to sections 501 and 604 of the Trade Act, do proclaim that: 

(1) General note 4(a) to the HTS, listing those countries whose prod
ucts are eligible for benefits of the GSP, is modified by inserting 
"Belarus" and "Uzbekistan" in alphabetical order in the enumeration 
of independent countries. 

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders 
inconsistent with the provisions of this proclamation are hereby super
seded to the extent of such inconsistency. 

(3) The modifications to the HTS made by paragraph (1) of this proc
lamation shall be effective with respect to articles that are: (i) imported 
on or after January 1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn from ware
house for consumption, on or after 15 days after the date of publication 
of this proclamation in the Federal Register. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the tw ô 
hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6715 of August 18, 1994 

Women's Equality Day, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Seventy-four years ago, the 19th Amendment was ratified, granting 
w^omen the right to vote after many years of painstaking struggle and 
hard work by courageous suffragists. Empowered by the efforts of the 
brave and pioneering women who came before them, women today 
have secured positions as leaders in industry, government, and aca-
demia. They serve as role models in every aspect of our society. 

The 19th Amendment did more than secure the right to vote for 
women. It recognized and affirmed the fundamental principle upon 
which this great Nation was founded—equality—"that all [persons] are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness." The ratification of the 19th Amendment was an impor
tant step toward ensuring that the civil and political rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution would truly be the equal rights of all Americans. 

By recognizing this previously disenfranchised segment of our society, 
the 19th Amendment became one of the landmark civil rights laws in 
America, standing side by side with the Emancipation Proclamation, 
and the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments. This year also marks the 
4th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 30th anni
versary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as well as the 40th anniversary 
of Brown v. Board of Education. These laws and that pivotal decision, 
along with the 19th Amendment, have marked the history of our Na
tion's progress in guaranteeing that every member of our society is 
treated equally under the law. 

We observe "Women's Equality Day" to commemorate the ratification 
of the 19th Amendment almost three-quarters of a century ago. As we 
do so, we also honor the important contributions and achievements of 
women in this country, and we commit ourselves anew to fulfilling our 
obligation to promote equality for all Americans. 

The famous woman suffragist, Helen H, Gardener, advised the Con
gress in calling for passage of the 19th Amendment; 

Let us either stop our pretence before the nations of the earth of 
being a republic and having "equality before the law" or else let 
us become the republic we pretend to be. 
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