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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the tw ô 
hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6715 of August 18, 1994 

Women's Equality Day, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Seventy-four years ago, the 19th Amendment was ratified, granting 
w^omen the right to vote after many years of painstaking struggle and 
hard work by courageous suffragists. Empowered by the efforts of the 
brave and pioneering women who came before them, women today 
have secured positions as leaders in industry, government, and aca-
demia. They serve as role models in every aspect of our society. 

The 19th Amendment did more than secure the right to vote for 
women. It recognized and affirmed the fundamental principle upon 
which this great Nation was founded—equality—"that all [persons] are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness." The ratification of the 19th Amendment was an impor
tant step toward ensuring that the civil and political rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution would truly be the equal rights of all Americans. 

By recognizing this previously disenfranchised segment of our society, 
the 19th Amendment became one of the landmark civil rights laws in 
America, standing side by side with the Emancipation Proclamation, 
and the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments. This year also marks the 
4th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 30th anni
versary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as well as the 40th anniversary 
of Brown v. Board of Education. These laws and that pivotal decision, 
along with the 19th Amendment, have marked the history of our Na
tion's progress in guaranteeing that every member of our society is 
treated equally under the law. 

We observe "Women's Equality Day" to commemorate the ratification 
of the 19th Amendment almost three-quarters of a century ago. As we 
do so, we also honor the important contributions and achievements of 
women in this country, and we commit ourselves anew to fulfilling our 
obligation to promote equality for all Americans. 

The famous woman suffragist, Helen H, Gardener, advised the Con
gress in calling for passage of the 19th Amendment; 

Let us either stop our pretence before the nations of the earth of 
being a republic and having "equality before the law" or else let 
us become the republic we pretend to be. 
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To further celebrate and commemorate the 19th Amendment this year, 
let us not take for granted our precious right to vote, and let us rededi-
cate ourselves to removing the barriers that remain in v\Aomen's paths. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and lav^s of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 
1994, as Women's Equality Day. I call upon the citizens of our great 
Nation to observe this day v^ith appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
foiu", and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6716 of August 22, 1994 

Classical Music Month, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In the symphony halls of our great cities across America, in the com
munity centers of our small tov^ms, on radio and in recordings, a note 
is played that began centuries ago and resounds to this day. At the 
heart of classical music is continuity and tradition. What v^as heard in 
a Vienna opera house was heard again in a colonial theater in Charles
ton, South Carolina, was echoed at the inauguration of President Lin
coln, was repeated in turn-of-the-century Chicago, and is played again 
today by a range of musicians from the most skilled of virtuosos to the 
youngest student struggling with the complexities of the violin. 

Classical music is a celebration of artistic excellence. Great art endures 
through the ages, and in the United States we have embraced that great 
music and incorporated it into the American experience. Our best art 
reflects our Nation's spirit—that mixture of discipline and improvisa
tion, the combination of strong individual voices working together at 
the same time, the bravado, the inventiveness, the dynamism of the 
American character. Classical music plays in harmony with that energy 
and spirit to become reinvigorated and reinvented with each new or
chestra or chamber group, with every performance that rings out new 
and fresh. 

This month we exalt the many talented composers, conductors, and 
musicians who bring classical music to our ears. These artists carry on 
a great tradition of musical achievement, and we are proud of their 
outstanding accomplishments. Whether in new American works or in 
the masterpieces of the great composers of old, music is a unifying 
force in our world, bringing people together across vast cultural and 
geographicaLdivisions. Classical music speaks both to the mind and to 
the heart, giving us something to think about as well as to experience. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 239, has designated Septem
ber 1994 as "Classical Music Month," and has authorized and re-
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