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As we celebrate Energy Awareness Month this year, the United States 
is leading the world in that effort, improving energy efficiency and ex
ploring the possibilities of renewable resources. Through programs de
veloped by both business and government, Americans are using energy 
in wiser and less costly ways. High technology applied to vehicles, ap
pliances, and buildings has enabled us to save money, become less re
liant on foreign imports, and protect our planet's precious natural re
sources. Yet much remains to be done. 

The "Greening of the White House" initiative sets an important exam
ple. A cooperative project combining the best efforts of the public and 
private sectors, it utilizes the latest technologies in lighting, heating, air 
conditioning, cooking, and refrigeration and serves as a model of 
progress for buildings across the country. This project will be a chal
lenge to countries around the globe to protect the Earth's environment 
and to achieve sustainable economic growth. 

The theme of Energy Awareness Month, 1994, "Energy—Our Future Is 
Today!" recognizes that we must view our energy consumption from 
the perspective of the generations to come. I encovirage all Americans 
to join in this crucial mission to conserve Earth's resovuces for our 
children and grandchildren by participating in activities that further 
our understanding and appreciation of the energy issues we face. Our 
work today will help to safeguard the strength of our economy, the 
well-being of our citizens, and the unique beauty of our world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 
1994 as "Energy Awareness Month." 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sev
enth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two himdred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6728 of September 30, 1994 

Child Health Day, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
It has been said that "(i)n every child who is bom . . . the potentiality 
of the whole human race is born again." Since James Agee wrote those 
words in 1941, generations of children have been bom into our world, 
each individual holding as much promise and potential as the children 
of ages past. In recent decades, children have grown up to see the 
human race produce a vaccine for polio and pull back from the preci
pice of nuclear war. Indeed, in many ways, the world is a much safer 
place for all of us. It would seem that today's children would have a 
better chance than ever to fulfill the tremendous potential of humanity. 

Yet as we celebrate Child Health Day this year, our young people face 
challenges to their well-being that their grandparents and great-grand-
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parents could scarcely have imagined. In virtually every school and 
community, drugs and guns threaten our youths' safety, and gangs 
have become the closest thing to family that many young people will 
ever know. Girls too young to be mothers are struggling to meet the 
demands of parenthood, and many boys too young to be fathers are 
turning from the profound responsibilities they should shoulder. 
Among the primary health risks confronting our young people, homi
cide and suicide have become the leading causes of death. 

If our Nation is to succeed in the years to come, we must take new 
responsibility for the lives of our children, from promoting proper nu
trition and basic health and safety to raising awareness of the terrible 
dangers of substance abuse, teen pregnancy, and AIDS. Already, we 
have made important progress in those efforts. We have enacted legis
lation that expands and improves the Head Start program, providing 
health, education, and social services for children of low-income fami
lies. My Childhood Immvmization Initiative will help to vaccinate at 
least 90 percent of our Nation's infants—the most sweeping effort of 
its kind in American history. Our new crime bill supports programs 
that encomrage youth to develop a sense of self-worth apart from gangs, 
and it goes a long way toward keeping guns out of the hands of juve
niles. Already, we are saving children's lives. 

But for all that we have accomplished in the past year, much remains 
to be done. We must forge active partnerships among health, child de
velopment, education, and social services organizations. We must in
volve parents and siblings, schools and communities in protecting our 
youth. Every child needs and deserves our concern and respect, and 
these begin with personal involvement. Children need love, tempered 
by discipline. They need the freedom to dream, tempered by the 
knowledge of hard work. They need someone who will lift them up 
when they fall, who will care for their bruises and scrapes, who will 
kiss their tears away when they falter and applaud them when they 
succeed. Only we can do these things. And it is only in reaching out 
to children that we may discover the true potential within ourselves. 

The Congress, by joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended 
(36 U.S.C. 143), has called for the designation of the first Monday in 
October as "Child Health Day" and has requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3, 1994, as 
Child Health Day. I call upon all Americans to rededicate themselves 
to ensuring that every generation of children enjoys bright and healthy 
futures. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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