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Proclamation 6876 of March 29, 1996 

Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In looking forward to the 21st century, we recognize that excellence in 
education is the key to our Nation's future. At a time when we face 
difficult choices about how best to strengthen that future, our commit
ment to meaningful education for our youth must remain absolutely 
firm—we have a profound obligation to put children's needs first and 
to make the essential investments that will help them succeed. 

Throughout his distinguished life. Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson was an advocate for the high-quality education and strong 
values young people need to become productive and caring citizens. 
Drawing on a deep tradition of faith and a dedication to strengthening 
family and community ties, the Lubavitcher Rebbe sought to help our 
youth become responsible leaders and moral thinkers. 

On this day and throughout the year, let us join parents, teachers, and 
concerned people everywhere who are following Rabbi Schneerson's 
example by empowering young people with essential skills and knowl
edge. By nurturing their minds and spirits together, we can help our 
children to embrace all of the exciting challenges ahead. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 31, 
1996, as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call upon educators, vol
unteers, and all the people of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
ninth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6877 of April 2, 1996 

National Day of Prayer, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America's heritage is rich with expressions of faith in God. Indeed, the 
desire for religious freedom was one of the chief reasons that early set
tlers risked their lives to come to this land. Many of those who braved 
the long ocean journey were men and women of devout religious be
liefs who sought a new home where they might worship without perse
cution. The authors of our Constitution recognized this history in the 
language of the first amendment, and through times of uncertainty, sor
row, and pain, the citizens of the United States have called upon the 
wisdom and mercy of the Almighty for guidance and strength. 
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A National Day of Prayer, first proclaimed by the Continental Congress 
in 1775, stems from the understanding that faith is a fundamental part 
of our Nation's social fabric. In an impassioned speech before the Con
stitutional Convention in 1787, Benjamin Franklin put the importance 
of prayer in perspective, proposing that " . . . prayers imploring the as
sistance of Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberations, be held in 
this Assembly every morning before we proceed to business . . . . " 
And so it has been to this day in statehouses all over oiu: great land. 

Today we cherish the liberties the first immigrants fought so hard to 
obtain, and we enjoy a degree of freedom and prosperity only dreamed 
of 200 years ago. And though our citizens come from every nation on 
Earth and observe an extraordinary variety of religious faith and tradi
tions, prayer remains at the heart of the American spirit. We face many 
of the same challenges as our forebears—ensuring the survival of free
dom and sustaining faith in an often hostile world—and we continue 
to pray, as they did, for the blessings of a just and benevolent God to 
guide our Nation's course. 

This occasion calls us to affirm our country's spiritual roots and to 
humbly express our gratitude to the source of our abundant good for
tune. As we seek to renew the values that have long strengthened 
America's families and communities, let us reach out to God and to 
one another for wisdom and courage. We should celebrate this day in 
the tradition of our founders who believed that God governs in the af
fairs of men and women, and who based their greatest hopes, dreams, 
and aspirations on the surety of divine protection. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100—307, has called on our citizens to re
affirm annually our dependence on Almighty God by recognizing a 
"National Day of Prayer." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 2, 1996, as a National Day 
of Prayer. I encourage every citizen of this great Nation to pray, each 
in his or her own manner, seeking strength from God to face the chal
lenges of today, requesting guidance for the uncertainties of tomorrow, 
and giving thanks for the rich blessings that our Nation has enjoyed 
throughout our history. "Do not pray for easy lives," said John F. Ken
nedy in 1963, "Pray to be stronger , . . ." May it be so with each of 
us. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
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