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stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 13, 
1996, as National Children's Day. I urge all Americans to express their 
love and appreciation, not only on this day but also on all days, for 
their children and all of the children of this Nation. I invite Federal 
officials. State and local governments, and particularly the American 
family, to join in observing this day with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities to honor our Nation's children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6940 of October 11,1996 

Columbus Day, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Throughout our history, America has been inspired by the courage and 
daring of Christopher Columbus. Like him, we are a people who dare 
to dream, to chart a bold course, and to surmount formidable obstacles 
to reach new horizons. 

Columbus' arrival in North America not only confirmed his beliefs 
about our planet, but also initiated an epic struggle between the Old 
and New Worlds. Yet out of that triumphant voyage and the meeting 
of many peoples developed a Nation and a way of life vastly unlike 
those Columbus left behind. 

The expedition that Coliunbus—an Italian supported by the Spanish 
Crown—^began more than 500 years ago, continues today as we experi
ence and celebrate the vibrant influences of varied civilizations, not 
only from Europe, but also from around the world. America is stronger 
because of this diversity, and the democracy we cherish flourishes in 
the great mosaic we have created since 1492, Americans of Italian and 
Spanish heritage can be particularly proud, not only of Columbus' 
achievements, but also of their own contributions to our country. 

As we honor and remember Christopher Columbus, let us use his ex
ample as a beacon to help guide us into the 21st century. His life, his 
voyages, and—above all—^his vision can inspire us as we prepare for 
the challenges that lie ahead. Let us remember that all of us, regardless 
of our origins, are important participants in that journey, and that our 
uncertainty about what lies over the horizon should not shake our faith 
that, together, we will succeed. 

In recognition of Columbus' epic achievement, the Congress, by joint 
resolution of April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657), and an Act of Jvme 28, 1968 
(82 Stat. 250), has requested the President to proclaim the second Mon
day in October of each year as "Colmnbus Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 14, 1996, as Columbus 
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day 
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with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag 
of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the ap
pointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the tv\̂ o 
hundred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6941 of October 14, 1996 

White Cane Safety Day, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In the summer of 1996, the remarkable display of athletic excellence 
at the Tenth Paralympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia, inspired viewers 
around the world. Athletes from across our country, including many 
who are blind or visually impaired, participated in these games. The 
tenacity and commitment to excellence that these athletes showed in 
Atlanta are rich resources for our Nation. From their performance in 
the Paralympics, and indeed from their many contributions throughout 
our Nation's history, blind and visually impaired Americans have dem
onstrated how much they have to contribute. 

Individuals with disabilities, like all people, use many tools in their 
everyday lives, some simple and some technologically sophisticated. 
The tool most commonly used by blind and visually impaired people 
is the white cane. This basic instrument enables them to detect obsta
cles, steps, drop-offs, and changes in surface textures. The independ
ence that blind and visually impaired people gain through the use of 
the white cane enriches their lives—and those of all Americans—^by al
lowing them to participate fully in and contribute generously to our so
ciety. 

Blind and visually impaired individuals make valuable contributions 
to our society and our economy. But they need more than the white 
cane to achieve their full potential; they also need equal opportunity 
and protection from discrimination. That is why we must continue to 
vigorously enforce the Americcins with Disabilities Act, which pro
hibits discrimination against blind and visually impaired people and 
those with other disabilities, and ensures them access to services that 
all other Americans take for granted. 

To honor the numerous achievements of blind and visually impaired 
individuals, and to recognize the significance of the white cane as a 
symbol of their freedom and independence in our society, the Congress 
of the United States, by joint resolution approved October 6, 1964, has 
designated October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day," and 
authorized the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
commemoration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1996, as White Cane 
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