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ease already causes visual impairment in approximately 1.7 million of 
the 34 million Americans now older than 65. As these nimibers con
tinue to grow, researchers are working to find the cause of, and de
velop treatment for, this debilitating disease. 

People with AMD and its accompanying visual impairment often can
not perform daily activities such as reading the newspaper, preparing 
meals, or recognizing faces of friends. The inability to see well affects 
routine activities and social interactions and can lead to a loss of inde
pendence. 

However, low-vision services and devices can greatly improve the 
quality of life for visually impaired patients and help them maintain 
their independence. Devices such as hand-held magnifiers, computer 
monitors with large type, and large-print newspapers and books can 
help the visually impaired dramatically improve their quality of life. 

To remind Americans of the importance of protecting their eyesight, 
the Congress, by joint resolution approved December 30, 1963 [77 Stat. 
629; 36 U.S.C. 169a), has authorized and requested the President to 
proclaim the first week in March of each year as "Save Your Vision 
Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 2 through March 8, 1997, 
as Save Your Vision Week. Our eyes play a vital role in our independ
ence and daily living and need to be examined regularly. Let us recog
nize the work done by vision researchers across our Nation on AMD 
and other eye diseases and the efforts they are making to enhance and 
retain our precious sight. Education on good vision starts with us, and 
we should take progressive steps to protect our eyes. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day 
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6977 of March 5,1997 

National Poison Prevention Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year, as we observe National Poison Prevention Week, we high
light two achievements: the effectiveness of child-resistant packaging 
required by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and 
the lifesaving work of the Nation's poison control centers. These public 
health efforts have reduced childhood poisoning deaths from 450 
deaths in 1961 to 50 deaths in 1993. However, according to the Amer
ican Association of Poison Control Centers, over one million children 
each year are exposed to potentially poisonous medicines and house
hold chemicals. 

Virtually all poisonings are preventable, and we must continue to in
form parents, grandparents, and caregivers how to prevent childhood 
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poisonings. The Poison Prevention Week Council, a coalition of 39 na
tional organizations determined to stop accidental poisonings, distrib
utes valuable information used by poison control centers, pharmacies, 
public health departments, and others to conduct poison prevention 
programs in their communities. 

Simple safety measures—such as correctly using child-resistant packag
ing and keeping potentially harmful substances locked av^ay from chil
dren—can save lives. And if a poisoning occurs, a poison control cen
ter can offer quick and lifesaving intervention. 

The CPSC requires child-resistant packaging for many medicines and 
household chemicals. A recent CPSC study showed that every year ap
proximately 24 children's lives are saved by child-resistant packaging 
for oral prescription medicines. The CPSC recently took action to en
sure that child-resistant packaging will be easier for adults to use as 
well. This, in turn, will increase the use of child-resistant packaging, 
preventing more poisonings. 

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of accidental 
poisonings and to take more preventive measures, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681), has au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation designat
ing the third week of March of each year as "National Poison Preven
tion Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 16 through March 22, 
1997, as National Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans 
to observe this week by participating in appropriate ceremonies and ac
tivities and by learning how to prevent accidental poisonings among 
children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day 
of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6978 of March 7,1997 

National Older Workers Employment Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
American workers age 55 and older represent one of our country's rich
est resources, and the value of their potential contribution to our soci
ety is immense. An estimated 70 percent of all Americans age 55 and 
older already actively contribute to our common good— b̂y working, by 
volunteering, and by caring for sick and disabled relatives, friends, and 
neighbors. 

Despite their qualifications, however, many of these Americans experi
ence serious difficulty finding work if they lose a job or desire new 
employment. Their search for employment can become increasingly 
challenging as they grow older. 
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