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suring that Government contractors prevent and remedy discrimination 
and resolve matters of pay equity. 

It is vital that we aggressively enforce our pay equity law ŝ. Women de
serve to be rev\^arded on an equal basis for their contributions to the 
American work force. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim 
April 11, 1997, as National Pay Inequity Awareness Day. I call upon 
Government officials, law enforcement agencies, business and industry 
leaders, educators, and all the people of the United States to recognize 
the full value of the skills and contributions of women in the labor 
force. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6986 of April 11, 1997 

National Service and Volunteer Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Citizen service is a vital force in American life, helping to build a 
stronger sense of community and citizenship and engaging Americans 
to meet the obligations we all share. Whether tutoring children, men
toring teens, renovating housing, restoring public parks, responding to 
natural disasters, or caring for aging parents and grandparents, those 
who serve and volunteer are strengthening our communities for Ameri
ca's future. 

The era of big government may be over, but the era of big challenges 
for our Nation is surely not. Citizen service reflects one of the most 
basic convictions of our democracy: that we are all responsible for one 
another. It is a very American idea that we meet our challenges not 
through big government or as isolated individuals, but as members of 
a true community, with all of us working together. 

Americans can take pride in knowing that our tradition of service is 
being preserved and expanded. As we recognize the devoted service of 
our Nation's citizens, we must continue to foster the spirit of vol-
unteerism, making service the common expectation and experience of 
every American. Working together, we can respond to our shared prob
lems and build a better future for the generations to come. 

National Service and Volunteer Week is a time to celebrate the Amer
ican spirit of service and volunteerism and a time to encourage citizens 
to use their individual talents to serve the common good. During this 
week and throughout the year, let us salute all those who devote their 
time, their talents, and their energy to improving our communities— 
through organizations like AmeriCorps and other programs within the 



PROCLAMATION 6987—APR. 11, 1997 111 STAT. 2887 

Corporation for National Service; the Points of Light Foundation; Learn 
and Serve America; the National Senior Service Corps; and thousands 
of other voluntary, civic, religious, and neighborhood groups. 

Later this month, at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, we will con
vene an historic Presidents' Summit on Service. I will be joined there 
by every living former president, or his representative, and other 
prominent Americans as we take specific steps to serve our children 
and to rebuild our communities. Our mission is nothing less than to 
spark a renewed national sense of obligation, a new sense of duty, a 
new season of service. 

I hope that the many related activities in the days leading up to this 
important event will make all Americans think about our shared re
sponsibility for one another. Citizen service can take many shapes—it 
can mean joining AmeriCorps as a high school student, volunteering 
nights or on weekends in a religious group or neighborhood associa
tion, or devoting years of one's life to service in the Peace Corps or 
in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week 
of April 13 through April 19, 1997, as National Service and Volunteer 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this week with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities to express appreciation for all 
those who serve and to encourage others to continue the American leg
acy of service. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6987 of April 11, 1997 

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year, we pause to reflect on how the 34 free countries of the 
Western Hemisphere are inextricably linked to a shared vision through 
the common thread of democracy, free trade, and mutual respect. This 
vision can be achieved by continuing our efforts to create a hemi
spheric free trade area and by working together to uphold democracy, 
defend human rights, and defeat the scourge of narcotics trafficking. 

The citizens of the Americas have made remarkable progress toward 
the advancement of democratic values and institutions, as well as the 
creation of integrated markets within which goods may be exchanged 
freely in a common market of ideas and innovation. Today, every 
country in our hemisphere—with one exception—has made the prom
ise of democracy a reality. These countries have recognized that rep
resentative democracy is essential for guaranteeing the basic human 
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