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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and lavî s of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 15, 
1997, as International Rural Women's Day in the United States. I call 
upon the American people to observe this day w îth appropriate pro
grams and activities in recognition of the extraordinary contributions 
rural women make to the quality of our lives, both in America and 
around the world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hvmdred and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7042 of October 17,1997 

National Forest Products Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
America's forests are a precious resource, making numerous rich con
tributions not only to the natural splendor of our Nation, but also to 
the well-being of our people. Whether part of the vast acreages that 
make up our industrial. State, and National forests or rural woodlots 
and urban forests, they offer us clean water and air, priceless wildlife 
habitat and fisheries, welcome settings for recreation, and breathtaking 
beauty. Our forests also provide us with more tangible products essen
tial to everyday living: wood and paper products for our homes, 
schools, and offices, and even medicines and food. 

While the wood products we harvest from our forests can be so durable 
that they last for centuries, forest ecosystems themselves are very frag
ile. America's growing population and urban expansion are putting 
ever-increasing demands on forest lands and resources. We must work 
together to devise imaginative forest management approaches that will 
allow us to preserve and cultivate healthy forest ecosystems, meet the 
need for forest products, provide jobs for those who depend on forests 
for their livelihood, and continue to offer Americans enjoyable rec
reational opportunities. 

Fortimately, forest research is equipping us with vital knowledge that 
can help us to balance the many and varied demands on our wood
lands. Thanks to such research, we are now using new products and 
innovative technologies and employing new recycling methods that not 
only extend the available supply of raw materials, but also help us to 
process those materials more efficiently and with fewer harmful by
products. This use of science to balance the needs of our people both 
for forest products and a healthy environment will help us to achieve 
our goal of sustainable forest management. 

All of us are indebted to past generations of Americans whose vision 
and generosity preserved so many of our Nation's great forests for our 
use and pleasure. Now it falls to us to continue their wise stewardship 
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so that we may pass on to future generations this priceless natural leg
acy. 

In recognition of the central role our forests play in the long-term wel
fare of our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 163), 
has designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in October of 
each year as "National Forest Products Week" and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 19 through October 25, 
1997, as National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7043 of October 17, 1997 

National Character Counts Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The roots of America's greatness are embedded in the character of its 
citizens. From our Founders' passion for justice and equality to the so
cial consciousness and humanitarian spirit of today's citizens, the char
acter of our people has inspired the world. Undeniably, character does 
count for our citizens, our communities, and our Nation, and this week 
we celebrate the importance of character in our individual lives and 
in the life of our country. 

Instilling sound character in our children is essential to maintaining 
the strength of our Nation into the 21st century. The core ethical val
ues of trustworthiness, fairness, responsibility, caring, respect, and citi
zenship form the foundation of our democracy, our economy, and our 
society. These qualities are not innate but learned, and we must ensure 
that we nurture them—^both through our words and our example—in 
our Nation's young people. 

More than any other institution, the family is the cradle of character, 
giving children their first crucial lessons in attitude and behavior. In 
today's complex society, where children are subject to pressures and 
negative influences rarely experienced by earlier generations, parents 
face great challenges as they strive to impart to their children the val
ues that will help them become caring and responsible members of so
ciety. 

My Administration has worked hard to give parents new tools to help 
them fulfill their important responsibilities. We worked to require V-
chips on all new televisions to give parents greater control over what 
their children watch; we collaborated with the television industry to 
encourage the airing of more educational programming for children; 
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