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ignating September 15 through October 15 as "National Hispanic Herit
age Month." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October 
15, 1998, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon all govern
ment officials, educators, and the people of the United States to honor 
this observance with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-third. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7122 of September 15,1998 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Education has always been at the heart of opportimity in America. 
That has never been more true than today, when a revolution in tech
nology is fundamentally changing the way we live and work and learn. 
In this new era of dynamic challenge and possibility, we recognize that 
the best opportiuiities for personal and professional success will go to 
those who are well educated. Our Nation's Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs) play a vital role in helping to extend access 
to a quality education. 

Established before and just after the Civil War to educate free black 
students, these institutions have been African Americans' primary 
route—and for many the only route— t̂o higher education. Struggling to 
exist in a segregated society, striving to keep tuition affordable despite 
limited financial resources, these schools nonetheless upheld their mis
sion of academic excellence and equal opportimity. 

Even after the 1954 Supreme Court ruling that ended legal segregation 
of America's public schools, the need for HBCUs did not disappear. 
These schools continue to provide yoimg African Americans and other 
students with a niuluring and affirming environment. Today, Amer
ica's 105 HBCUs are educating almost 300,000 African Americans, and 
they count among their graduates the majority of our Nation's African 
American military officers, physicians. Federal judges, elected officials, 
and business executives. The distinguished faculty members at HBCUs 
serve as role models and mentors, challenging students to reach their 
full potential and to refuse to set limits on their dreams. HBCUs are 
a source of great pride and a symbol of economic, social, and political 
growth. 

As our Nation grows increasingly diverse in race, culture, and ethnic 
background, these institutions are a valuable source of knowledge 
about the history and heritage of African Americans, serving as keepers 
of significant archives and centers for the study of African Americans' 
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many contributions to the life of our Nation. Most important, these 
schools continue to champion the cause of equal access to education. 
With a notable past, a dynamic present, and a promising future, Amer
ica's HBCUs are helping to prepare our Nation's young people for the 
challenges and opportunities of the new millennium. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
20 through September 26, 1998, as National Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities Week. I call upon the people of the United States, in
cluding government officials, educators, and administrators, to observe 
this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities hon
oring America's Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their 
graduates. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and nine
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two himdred and twenty-third. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7123 of September 16,1998 

Citizenship Day and Constitution Week, 1998 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Two hundred eleven years ago, on September 17, 1787, our Nation's 
Founders signed the Constitution that established oiu- system of gov
ernment. This extraordinary document, the product of passionate de
bate and grudging compromise, was crafted by a handful of individuals 
in the late 18th century; yet it has safely charted America's course 
through more than two centuries of enormous change and growth and 
has served as the model for democratic governments around the globe. 

The United States Constitution has endiu«d in large part because of its 
remarkable fairness and flexibility. It created an inspired balance of 
powers and responsibilities among the executive, legislative, and judi
cial branches of government and among the Federal Government, the 
States, and individual citizens. It also provided for a system of amend
ment that allows our democracy to correct past errors and omissions 
and to respond to new challenges. As we mark this anniversary of the 
signing of the Constitution, we celebrate the effort, the dedication, and 
the wisdom of our Foimders and the blessings of liberty that resulted 
from their labors. 

We also celebrate those who have struggled to move America closer to 
fulfilling the first and fundamental purpose expressed in the Constitu
tion: ", . . to form a more perfect Union." Among these heroes were 
the thousands who fought and died diuing the Civil War to keep our 
Nation united and to banish slavery from our land. The 13th Amend
ment to the Constitution is the fruit of their sacrifice: "Neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude . . . shall exist within the United States." 
The courageous women and men who met at Seneca Falls, New York, 
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