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other nations around the world. However, putting an end to negative 
attitudes and shattering destructive stereotypes will require the con
certed efforts of all sectors of society. Until we integrate Americans 
with disabilities as full participants in our social fabric, we will never 
reach our employment goals. 

This year, in addition to rededicating ourselves to breaking down em
ployment barriers, we will highlight the achievements of people with 
disabilities in areas such as journalism, entertainment, and the arts. 
People like journalist John Hockenberry prove that a wheelchair need 
not be an obstacle to traveling the world to report breaking news. Art
ists like blind sculptor Michael Naranjo and deaf painter Alex Wilhite 
illustrate that having a disability can be the vehicle for advancing the 
arts in novel ways. Performers like Laurie Rubin, a classically trained 
vocalist, show us that blindness need not prevent one from taking the 
great stage of the opera. 

To recognize the enormous potential of individuals with disabilities 
and to encourage all Americans to work toward their full integration 
into the workforce, the Congress, by joint resolution approved August 
11, 1945, as amended (36 U.S.C. 121), has designated October of each 
year as "National Disability Employment Awareness Month." 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 1999 as National Dis
ability Employment Awareness Month. I call upon Government offi
cials, educators, labor leaders, employers, and the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate programs and activities 
that reaffirm our determination to ftilfill both the letter and spirit of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7230 of September 30,1999 

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Most families provide a nurturing web of relationships where children 
learn to love and respect others and themselves and absorb the values 
that will shape them as adults and citizens. But for millions of Ameri
cans, family life has become a battlefield where women, children, and 
sometimes the elderly become casualties. The tragedy of domestic vio
lence touches all our lives by weakening families, leaving emotional 
scars as devastating as physical ones, and creating a destructive cycle 
of violence where those who were abused as children may become 
abusers themselves. 

My Administration has taken important steps to reduce domestic vio
lence by creating a system that punishes offenders and provides vie-
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tims with the information and assistance thej' need to escape destruc
tive family environments. The cornerstone oi' this effort has been the 
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), which was part of the historic 
Crime Bill I signed into law in 1994. This hindmark legislation com
bined tough new penalties for offenders with funding for much-needed 
shelters, counseling services, public education, and research to help 
the victims of violence. 

We also have established a toll-free National Domestic Violence Hot
line (1-^00-799-SAFE) where staff responds to as many as 10,000 calls 
each month; worked to raise awareness in ttie workplace and among 
health care providers about domestic violence; and more than tripled 
resources for programs to combat violence against women. To build on 
the success of the VAWA and the Crime Bill, in May of this year I un
veiled my proposal for additional legislation—the 21st Century Crime 
Bill—^that will reauthorize the Violence Agains;t Women Act and tough
en penalties for those who commit violent cirimes in the presence of 
children. 

We have increased funding for State maternal and child health pro
grams that include child protection and family preservation services. 
We have worked with the Congress to pass legislation that strengthens 
law enforcement, enhances child predator tracking and protection 
mechanisms, and supports child abuse prevention efforts in State and 
local jurisdictions. And, at the end of last year, we launched the Chil
dren Exposed to Violence Initiative (CEVI), designed in part to reform 
Federal and State laws to provide swift and certain punishment for 
those who commit child abuse and neglect. CEVI will also strengthen 
local programs in hopes of reducing the number of children who are 
exposed to violence or become victims of violence themselves; it will 
also encourage alliances that include government as a partner with 
schools, communities, parents, and other famiily members in an effort 
to prevent child abuse. 

We can take heart in our progress and at the outpouring of concern and 
compassion we see for the victims of domestic violence. Whether 
members of the law enforcement commimity, health care professionals, 
educators, religious and commimity leaders, policymakers, or con
cerned private citizens, Americans have united in the crusade against 
domestic violence. With increased awareness, strengthened prevention, 
and commimities imited in common cause, we are making the reduc
tion of domestic violence a reality and the dream of ending it one day 
a possibility. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 
1999 as National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. I call upon 
government officials, law enforcement agencies, health professionals, 
educators, commimity leaders, and the American people to join to
gether to end the domestic violence that threatens so many of our peo
ple. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
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ty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7231 of October 1,1999 

Fire Prevention Week, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Of the many disasters that affect our communities in a given year, fire 
is one that Americans can actually prevent; and, through early warning 
and appropriate response, we can minimize the havoc fire wreaks 
when it does occur. In 1998, U.S. fire departments responded to nearly 
1.8 million fires, with three-quarters of them occvirring in residences. 
Fire cost oui Nation some $8.6 billion in property loss last year, and 
it took a staggering human toll: more than 4,000 civilians died, and 91 
firefighters lost their lives in the line of duty. 

The place where Americans feel safest—at home—is the very place 
where we are at greatest risk from fire. Eighty percent of all U.S. fire 
deaths occur at home. If Americans knew more about fire prevention 
and better understood how to react quickly and sensibly when fire 
breaks out, we could greatly reduce such deaths. 

Because knowledge of simple fire safety precautions is so vital to sav
ing lives, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) launched a 
3-yeeir initiative to teach the importance of planning and practicing 
how to escape from fire. In partnership with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, through its United States Fire Administration, 
and our Nation's fire services, NFPA has again selected, "Fire Drills: 
The Great Escape!" as the theme of this year's Fire Prevention Week. 

Fire spreads quickly, making a fast response essential to survival. I 
urge every family to develop a home fire escape plan and to practice 
it at least twice a year. The elements of a good plan include installing 
working smoke alarms on every level of the home, establishing two 
ways out of each room, emd establishing a meeting place outside the 
home. 

Each of us can take these simple steps to plan and practice our own 
"great escape" from fire and significantly improve our chance of sur
vival if fire occurs. By doing so, we c£in pay fitting tribute to the self
less service of our Nation's firefighters. The extraordinary personal sac
rifice made by firefighters throughout America, and the dedication of 
all men and women who serve in our Nation's fire services, will be 
honored on Sunday, October 10, 1999, at the National Fallen Fire
fighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 3 
through October 9, 1999, as Fire Prevention Week. I encourage the peo
ple of the United States to take an active role in fire prevention not 
only during this week, but also throughout the year. I also call upon 
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