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every citizen to pay tribute to the members of onr fire and emergency 
services who have lost their lives or been injvired in service to their 
commmiities, and to those men and women who carry on their noble 
tradition. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of October, in the year of ovir Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-fourth. 

VÎ ILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7232 of October 1,1999 

Child Healtii Day, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As America's children begin their exciting journey into the 21st cen-
tiiry, one of the greatest gifts we can give them is a healthy start; and 
we should recognize that the well-being of our young people includes 
both their physical and mental health. 
We have already made great strides in addressing children's physical 
health care needs through the C3iildren's Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP), which funds State efforts to provide affordable health insur
ance to millions of uninsured children. Sadly, however, as many as 
one in ten American children and adolescents today may have behav
ioral or mental health problems; and parents, teachers, and health care 
professionals need to realize that even very yoimg children can experi
ence serious clinical depression. The majority of children who commit 
suicide are profoundly depressed, and Uie majority of parents whose 
children took their own lives did not recognize that depression imtil 
it was too late. 
My Administration is working to increase children's access to mental 
health care and to help commuinities expand coiuiseling, mentoring, 
and mental health services in our schools. In addition, we fought to 
ensure that funding for CHIP contains a strong mental health benefits 
component. While there is no substitute for pju^nts becoming and re
maining involved in their children's lives, we must give families the 
tools they need to meet the challenges they face. 
Perhaps the most vital step we can take to ensure that every child 
reaches his or her full potential is to fight the stigma that prevents so 
many Americans with mental illness from making the most of their 
lives. In June of this year, under the leadership of Tipper Gore, we con
vened the first-ever White House Conference on Mental Health, where, 
among other important issues, we discussed hiaw to reach out to trou
bled yoimg people and put them on the path to mental and emotional 
health. The first and most crucial effort we can make is to talk honestly 
about mental illness and begin to dispel the myths that surround it. I 
am pleased that the Surgeon General and Mrs. Gore have committed 
to a major new campaign with these goals in mind. With powerful 
public service announcements and strong partners in the private sector, 
we can reach millions of Americans with a simple but Ufe-changing 
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message: Mental illness is nothing to be ashamed of, but bias and dis
crimination shame us all. 

To acknowledge the importance of our children's health, the Congress, 
by joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
143), has called for the designation of the first Monday in October as 
"Child Health Day" and has requested the President to issue a procla
mation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 4, 1999, as 
Child Health Day. I call upon families, schools, commimities, and gov
ernments to dedicate themselves to protecting the health and well-
being of all our children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7233 of October 5,1999 

German-American Day, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Throughout America's history, we have drawn strength from the diver
sity of our people. Men and women from many different countries eind 
cultures have arrived here, determined to forge a new life in a new 
land, and their talents have contributed to our national life. Germans 
were among the earliest ethnic groups to emigrate to America, arriving 
at William Penn's invitation more than 300 years ago. Whether moti
vated by the pursuit of religious liberty, intellectual freedom, or eco
nomic opportunity, the millions of Germans who have made their 
home in America have played an important part in advancing the 
peace and prosperity that our country enjoys today. 

The achievements of notable German Americans have enriched every 
aspect of our society. The leadership of statesmen such as President Ei
senhower and Henry Kissinger helped guide om: Nation secin-ely 
through the difficult Cold War years. The military aciunen of German 
Americans has benefited us—from the Revolutionary War, when Baron 
Friedrich von Steuben's training programs brought discipline and orga
nization to the Continental Army, to the Gulf War, when General Nor
man Schwarzkopf helped lead our troops to victory over Saddam Hus
sein. Prominent authors H. L. Mencken and Theodore Dreiser have en
lightened our literary tradition, while inventors George Westinghouse 
and Charles Steinmetz have fueled our technological advancement. 
The world of American sports has been energized by outstanding ath
letes of German descent, providing a showcase for the talents of such 
greats as Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. 

But by focusing on the achievements of prominent individuals, we risk 
understating the overall importance of the German heritage to our Na-
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