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Proclamation 7280 of March 6, 2000 

Save Your Vision Week, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Sight is a precious gift that enables us to experience the wonder of the 
world around us; but few of us think about what we would do if we 
lost oiir vision. Unfortunately, millions of Americans must face this 
challenge because of conditions like cataracts, glaucoma, diabetic eye 
disease, or age-related macular degeneration. 

Our most powerful tool in the battle against vision loss is early detec
tion. A dilated eye examination can reveal signs of many eye diseases 
and disorders long before a patient experiences pain or any other no
ticeable symptom. Through early intervention and treatment, the vision 
loss accompanying such diseases can be reduced, postponed, or even 
prevented. Protective eyewear can also play a vital role in saving vi
sion, particularly for individuals who use chemicals or operate ma
chinery. 

There is hope as well for people who suffer from low vision. Affecting 
1 in 20 Americans, low vision is an impairment that cannot be cor
rected by standard glasses, contact lenses, medicine, or surgery, and 
interferes with one's ability to participate in everyday activities. While 
it can occur in people of all ages and backgrounds, low vision pri
marily affects the growing population of people over 65 years old; 
other higher risk populations, including Hispanic and African Ameri
cans, are more likely to develop low vision at an earlier age. 

While vision loss usually cannot be restored, vision rehabilitation tech
niques and products can make daily life much easier for people with 
low vision. From improved lighting in stairways and closets to talking 
clocks and computers to large-print labels on appliances, there are nu
merous products and services that can help people with low vision 
maintain their confidence and independence, and improve their over
all quality of life. 

Every day, physicians and researchers make progress in the search for 
better treatments—and ultimately a cure— f̂or vision loss. In this new 
century, emerging technologies will improve upon existing visual de
vices and techniques, and new medications will ensure more effective 
treatment of eye diseases and disorders. By investing in research and 
technology and committing to regular comprehensive eye examina
tions, we can ensure a brighter, healthier future for ourselves and our 
children. 

To remind Americans of the importance of safeguarding their eyesight, 
the Congress, by joint resolution approved December 30, 1963 [77 Stat. 
629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and requested the President to pro
claim the first week in March of each year as "Save Your Vision 
Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of tiie United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 5 through March 11, 
2000, as Save Your Vision Week. I urge all Americans to participate 
by making eye care and eye safety an important part of their lives and 
to ensure that dilated eye examinations are included in their regular 
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health maintenance programs. I invite eye care professionals, the 
media, and all public and private organizations dedicated to preserving 
eyesight to join in activities that will raise awareness of the measures 
we can take to protect and sustain our vision. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independ
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-
fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7281 of March 17, 2000 

National Poison Prevention Week, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Children face .many dangers growing up, including some which we 
cannot foresee or prevent. But the danger of accidental poisoning from 
medicines, household chemicals, or other substances used routinely in 
the home is something we can—and must—stop. Each year during Na
tional Poison Prevention Week, we assess our progress in saving lives 
and reaffirm our national commitment to preventing injuries or deaths 
from poisoning. 

We have indeed made progress in the nearly 4 decades since the Con
gress first authorized this annual observance. In 1962, almost 450 chil
dren died of poisoning after swallowing medicines or household 
chemicals. By 1996, that tragic statistic had been reduced to 47. Our 
goal is to reduce it to zero. 

The first and most effective means to achieving this goal is the proper 
use of child-resistant packaging, which the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission requires for many medicines and household chemicals. 
While this special packaging is child-resistant, however, it is not 
childproof; therefore, it is essential that adults keep potentially poison
ous substances locked away from children. 

Our second line of defense is America's poison control centers, where 
lifesaving information is only a phone call away. If a poisoning does 
occur, parents or other caregivers can call one of these centers and im
mediately learn the appropriate actions to take to mitigate the poison's 
effects. Last month, I was proud to sign into law the Poison Control 
Center Enhancement and Awareness Act, which authorizes $140 mil
lion over the next 5 years to fund our Nation's poison control centers, 
to carry out a national public awareness campaign, and to establish a 
national toll-free poison control hotline. Each year, more than 2 mil
lion poisonings are reported, a million of which involve children, and 
this new funding will ensure that callers have immediate access to the 
vital services and information they need to save lives. 

I thank the Poison Prevention Week Coimcil, which brings together 35 
national organizations to distribute poison prevention information to 
pharmacies, public health departments, and safety organizations na
tionwide, for its vital role in the progress Americans have made in re-
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