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Proclamation 7353 of October 6, 2000 

Afterschool Week, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each weekday afternoon in America, the ringing of school bells signals 
not just the end of the school day, but also the beginning of a period 
when 8 to 15 million of our children are home alone. These so-called 
"latchkey" children can be found in every American community, 
whether urban, suburban, or rural; they are the children of working 
parents who, for a variety of reasons, are unable to arrange or afford 
a better alternative. Not surprisingly, most juvenile crimes are commit
ted and most children are likely to become victims of crime during the 
5 or 6 hours immediately after the school day ends. 

Providing appropriate supervision for children after school is one of 
the more difficult challenges that working parents face. Recognizing 
this, my Administration has worked hard to provide parents with alter
native afternoon activities for their children. Through our 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers program, imder the leadership of Edu
cation Secretary Richard Riley, we are providing schools and commu
nity organizations with funding to create and expand learning opportu
nities for children in a drug-free, supervised environment. This pro
gram enables schools to stay open longer so that students have places 
to do their homework, receive counseling about the dangers of sub
stance abuse, and participate with mentors in a wide array of academic 
and recreational activities that challenge their imagination and broaden 
their horizons. 

In the 4 years since we created the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers program, himdreds of thousands of children across om* country 
have enrolled in safe and smart afterschool programs. My proposed 
budget for fiscal 2001 will more than double the Federal commitment 
to this program, enabling us to reach as many as 2.5 million students 
next year. These conmnmity learning centers provide America's par
ents with the comforting assurance that, while they are out earning a 
living, their children are participating in engaging and constructive 
afterschool activities. 

To highlight the growing need for afterschool programs, the After-
school Alliance—a partnership of public, private, and nonprofit organi
zations dedicated to raising awareness and expanding resources for 
afterschool programs—has announced a nationwide project called 
"Lights On Afterschool!" On October 12 of this year, schools, commu
nity centers, museums, libraries, and parks across the coimtry will host 
activities to inform families about the places ciurently open to children 
after school and the need to provide additional centers where children 
can participate in engaging, stimulating activities imtil their parents re-
timi from work. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, WILLLAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week 
of October 8 to October 14, 2000, as Afterschool Week. I encoiuage par
ents, students, educators, commimity and business leaders, and con
cerned citizens to participate in "Lights On Afterschool!" activities on 
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Thursday, October 12. I also urge all Americans to recognize the im
portance of providing afterschool programs in their communities to 
promote the safety and well-being of our Nation's children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independ
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7354 of October 6, 2000 

Fire Prevention Week, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year, fire takes a heavy toll on the lives and property of thou
sands of Americans. Approximately 100 firefighters and 4.000 civilians 
die in fires annually; some 25,000 civilians sustain injuries and an av
erage of $8 billion in property is destroyed. Last year alone, America's 
fire departments responded to almost 2 million fires. Most of these 
fires occurred in homes, as did 80 percent of last year's fire fatalities. 
It is clear from these tragic statistics that if we can better educate 
Americans about fire safety and prevention, we can save thousands of 
lives every year. 

The most important lesson we can teach about fire is how rapidly it 
can spread. From the time a smoke alarm sounds in a typical home, 
a family may have as little as 2 minutes to escape safely. Knowing how 
to use those minutes wisely is the key to survival. I urge every Amer
ican to develop and practice regularly a home fire escape plan that 
identifies two ways out of each room and establishes a meeting place 
where household members can reimite outside the home. In addition, 
it is crucial that smoke alarms be installed and properly maintained on 
every level of the home. 

To raise public awareness of the importance of home fire escape plans, 
the National Fire Protection Association, in partnership with the Fed
eral Emergency Management Agency through its United States Fire Ad
ministration and America's fire departments, laimched a 3-year pro
gram in 1998 called "Fire Drills: The Great Escape!" To date, this pro
gram is credited with saving at least 58 lives. In support of this pro
gram, on Wednesday, October 11, at 7:00 p.m. local time, fire depart
ments in communities across America will soumd the alarm signaling 
the start of "The Great Escape" fire drill to test the effectiveness of 
families' fire escape plans. I encourage all Americans to participate in 
this important and potentially Hfesaving event. 

As we observe this week, let us also express our pride in and gratitude 
for the devoted service of our Nation's firefighters and emergency re
sponse personnel. They uphold oiu* coimtry's finest values—commit
ment and commimity, teamwork and trust, courage and sacrifice. Day 
in and day out, these extraordinary men and women put their lives on 
the line to protect our families and our property from the devastating 
effects of fire, and many of them pay the ultimate price for their devo
tion. We will honor their memory on Simday, October 8, 2000, at the 
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