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among elderly caregivers who themselves have a history of chronic ill
ness. 

But caregivers should not have to face their challenges alone, and my 
Administration has worked hard to ensure that they will not have to 
do so. I am pleased that the Congress has finally passed the Older 
Americans Act Amendments of 2000, which will strengthen and im
prove the services available to senior citizens in every State, from 
home-delivered meals to transportation services to legal assistance. 
This legislation also includes authorization for our new National Fam
ily Caregiver Support Program, which will provide quality respite care 
and other support services to himdreds of thousands of families who 
are struggling to care for loved ones. 

The Long-Term Care Security Act that I signed into law in September 
authorizes the Office of Personnel Management to negotiate with pri
vate insurers to offer more affordable, high-quality, long-term care in
surance policies to Federal employees, retirees, and their families. This 
initiative will help some 13 million Americans better prepare for the 
future and ease the fear of having to deplete their life savings to care 
for a loved one. 

We must also help families who need long-term care assistance right 
now. I continue to call on the Congress to provide a $3,000 tax credit 
for the millions of Americans with long-term care needs and the fami
lies who care for them. Passage of a new, volimtary Medicare prescrip
tion drug benefit would also go a long way toward easing the financial 
biu*den on family caregivers. 

Caregiving touches us all, either within our own families or within our 
communities. As we observe National Family Caregivers Month, let us 
thank the millions of devoted men and women across our Nation who 
enable our loved ones who are frail, chronically ill, or living with dis
abilities to live in dignity in the warmth and familiarity of home. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
2000 as National Family Caregivers Month. I call upon all Americans 
to acknowledge and honor the contributions of caregivers to the quality 
of oiu- national life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day 
of November, in the year of oiu" Lord two thousand, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-fifth. 

WILLLyvI J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7371 of November 7, 2000 

National Adoption Month, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Families are the cornerstone of our Nation. Yet, today, tens of thou
sands of America's children are living within o\ir child welfare system. 



114 STAT. 3416 PROCLAMATION 7371—NOV. 7, 2000 

without the sustained love and care of permanent families. For many 
of these children, often shuttled from one living situation to another, 
adoption opens the door to loving parents and permanent homes, 
where they can put down roots and learn what it means to be part of 
a safe, stable family. Adoption gives children who have been orphaned, 
abandoned, or abused a precious second chance at happiness; a chance 
to love and be loved and to reach their full potential in a secure, sup
portive environment. 

While foster care offers children a safe temporary haven, adoption al
lows children to have the permanent homes they deserve. That is why 
increasing the chances of adoption for children in the foster care sys
tem has been one of my Administration's chief goals. Over the last 8 
years, we have worked with the Congress to craft legislation that makes 
it easier, faster, and more affordable for parents to adopt children. 
Adoptive parents—like all new parents—can now take time off to care 
for their newly adopted children without fear of losing their jobs. We 
have ensiured health coverage for adopted children with special needs, 
barred discrimination and delays of adoptions on the basis of race or 
ethnicity, provided tax cuts to families adopting children, and offered 
States financial incentives to move children more rapidly from foster 
care into the permanent homes of loving famihes. 

We are beginning to see dramatic results from these efforts. Last year 
alone, 46,000 foster children were adopted—an increase of nearly 65 
percent since 1996. All 50 States, as well as the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico, have succeeded in increasing the number of children 
adopted from their child welfare systems. This puts us well on the way 
to meeting my goal of doubling the annual number of adoptions from 
28,000 in 1996 to 56,000 in 2002. 

Despite our efforts, nearly 20,000 18-year-olds still leave foster care 
each year without the emotional, social, and financial support that 
adoptive families provide. To help them make the challenging transi
tion to successful, independent adulthood, I signed the Foster Care 
Independence Act last year. This legislation provides young people 
who are growing too old for the foster care system with better edu
cational opportunities and access to health care, training, housing as
sistance, coimseling, and other services. 

As we observe National Adoption Month, we should take pride in our 
progress, but realize that there is more work to be done. Let us recom
mit ourselves to giving our Nation's most vulnerable children what 
every child deserves and needs—^a safe, stable home and a loving fam
ily. And let us also give thanks for the many generous and compas
sionate families who, through adoption, have opened their hearts and 
homes and changed a child's life forever. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, WILLL\M J. CLINTON. President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
2000 as National Adoption Month. I \irge all Americans to observe this 
month with appropriate programs and activities to honor adoptive fam
ilies and to participate in efforts to find permanent, loving homes for 
waiting children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this seventh day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-

file:///irge


PROCLAMATION 7372—NOV. 8, 2000 114 STAT. 3417 

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-fifth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7372 of November 8, 2000 

National American Indian Heritage Month, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians are a special 
part of the tapestry of our Nation's history. As keepers of a rich and 
ancient cultiu'al heritage. Native Americans share with all of us the 
beauty of their art, the power of their songs, and the grace of their peo
ple. As individuals, they have distinguished themselves in virtually 
every field, from the arts to the sciences, from the world of sports to 
the world of commerce. 

This month, we celebrate the culture and contributions of the first 
Americans. We also remember with sorrow the suffering they endured 
because of past Federal actions and policies that had long-term and 
often devastating consequences for Native Americans and thefr culture. 
But, as the new millennium dawns, there is reason for optimism. Dur
ing my 1999 New Markets tour of the Pine Ridge reservation in South 
Ddcota and my visit to the Navajo Nation in New Mexico in April of 
this year, I saw firsthand a strength of spirit and hope sweeping 
through Indian Coimtry. The Vice President and I have worked with 
tribes to foster this hope—through economic development initiatives 
and improved education and health care. 

We still have much to accomplish, however. While my Administration 
has worked hard to bridge the digital divide and bring the Information 
Superhighway to Indian Coimtry, some areas still do not have tele
phone and power lines. We continue striving to provide American In
dians with the tools they need to strengthen family and commimity life 
by fighting poverty, crime, alcohol and drug abuse, and domestic vio
lence, and we are working with tribes to improve academic achieve
ment and strengthen tribal colleges. 

We are also seeking to ensure that tribal leaders have a voice equal to 
that of Federal and State officials in addressing issues of concern to all 
om" citizens. I reaffirmed that commitment to tribal sovereignty and 
self-determination by issiiing this month a revised Executive Order on 
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments. This 
order builds on prior actions and strengthens our govemment-to-gov-
emment relationship with Indian tribes by ensuring that all Executive 
departments and agencies consult with Indian tribes and respect tribal 
sovereignty as the agencies consider policy initiatives that affect Indian 
commimities. 

This year, my Administration proposed the largest budget increase ever 
for a comprehensive Native American initiative for health care, edu
cation, infrastructiire, and economic development. Just last month, as 
part of the Department of the Interior appropriations legislation, I 
signed into law one segment of this budget initiative that includes sig-
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