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ican, including the elderly and the unprotected, the weak and the in
firm, and even to the unwanted. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote that, "[t]he care of human life and happiness 
and not their destruction is the first and only legitimate object of good 
government." President Jefferson was right. Life is an inalienable right, 
understood as given to each of us by our Creator. 

President Jefferson's timeless principle obligates us to pursue a civil 
society that will democratically embrace its essential moral duties, in
cluding defending the elderly, strengthening the weak, protecting the 
defenseless, feeding the hungry, and caring for children—^born and un
born. Mindful of these and other obligations, we should join together 
in pursuit of a more compassionate society, rejecting the notion that 
some lives are less worthy of protection than others, whether because 
of age or illness, social circumstance or economic condition. Consistent 
with the core principles about which Thomas Jefferson wrote, and to 
which the Founders subscribed, we should peacefully commit our
selves to seeking a society that values life—from its very beginnings to 
its natural end. Unborn children should be welcomed in life and pro
tected in law. 

On September 11, we saw clearly that evil exists in this world, and 
that it does not value life. The terrible events of that fateful day have 
given us, as a Nation, a greater understanding about the value and 
wonder of life. Every innocent life taken that day was the most impor
tant person on earth to somebody; and every death extinguished a 
world. Now we are engaged in a fight against evil and tyranny to pre
serve and protect life. In so doing, we are standing again for those core 
principles upon which our Nation was founded. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sun
day, January 20, 2002, as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call 
upon all Americans to reflect upon the sanctity of human life. Let us 
recognize the day with appropriate ceremonies in our homes and 
places of worship, rededicate ourselves to compassionate service on be
half of the weak and defenseless, and reaffirm our commitment to re
spect the life and dignity of every human being. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7521 of February 1, 2002 

American Heart Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
A new era in the prevention and treatment of cardiovascular diseases 
has created renewed hope for those suffering from heart-related dis-
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orders. Anticoagulant drugs and other technologically innovative ar
tery-opening treatments, like angioplasty, are enabling doctors to better 
treat cardiovascular problems in their early stages. Armed with the 
knowledge that lifestyle plays a significant role in the prevention of 
heart disease, more and more Americans have recognized the impor
tance of not smoking, getting regular exercise, and maintaining a 
healthy diet. 

Despite these advances, cardiovascular disease, including heart disease 
and stroke, remains the leading cause of death in the United States and 
greatly increases disability among Americans. This year, cardiovascular 
disease will be the primary or contributing cause in about 60 percent 
of all deaths and will cost our Nation more than $330 billion in lost 
wages, diminished productivity, and medical expenses. It is a little 
known fact that heart disease is the leading cause of death among 
women, with over 370,000 deaths every year. 

According to the Archives of Internal Medicine, most heart attack pa
tients wait more than 2 hours before seeking emergency care, primarily 
because they do not recognize the symptoms of a heart attack. Delayed 
awareness of the onset of a heart attack means that only one in five 
heart attack victims gets to the hospital quickly enough to benefit from 
life-saving medical treatments. 

Fortunately, many new public-private partnerships are working to edu
cate Americans about the warning signs of a heart attack and the need 
for rapid response. The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and 
the American Heart Association have recently joined with other na
tional organizations to sponsor a campaign called "Act in Time to 
Heart Attack Signs." This public awareness initiative emphasizes pre
venting heart attacks, recognizing sometimes subtle heart attack symp
toms, and immediately calling 911 when those symptoms first appear. 

The AHA has developed an educational campaign, "Operation Heart
beat," that focuses on reducing sudden deaths from cardiac arrest. Car
diac arrest, an abnormal heart rhythm that stops the heart from effec
tively pumping blood through the body, usually results in death within 
10 to 14 minutes. Currently, only about five percent of those who expe
rience sudden cardiac arrest survive. Operation Heartbeat is educating 
the public about the signs of cardiac arrest, reinforcing the importance 
of calling 911 immediately and promoting the benefits of knowing and 
administering cardiopulmonary resuscitation, until advanced care can 
be given to restore a normal heartbeat. 

At this observance of American Heart Month, we pay tribute to the re
searchers, physicians, and other health professionals, public education 
professionals, and volunteers for their tireless efforts in preventing, 
treating, and researching heart disease. We recognize the critical impor
tance of developing tools that will increase survival rates from heart 
attacks and cardiac arrest. By incorporating these new tools into aggres
sive education programs and partnerships, we can save tens of thou
sands of lives annually. 

In recognition of the important needs in the ongoing fight against car
diovascular disease, the Congress, by Joint Resolution approved De
cember 30, 1963, as amended {71 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 101), has re
quested that the President issue an annual proclamation designating 
February as "American Heart Month." 



116 STAT. 3176 PROCLAMATION 7522-FEB. 1, 2002 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 
2002 as American Heart Month. I invite the Governors of the States, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, officials of other areas subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States, and the American people to join 
me in reaffirming our commitment to combating cardiovascular disease 
and stroke. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7522 of February 1, 2002 

National African American History Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
During these extraordinary times, America looks forward to new chal
lenges and opportunities with a reinvigorated sense of unity and com
mon purpose. We are a strong and vibrant Nation, thanks to the cre
ativity, fortitude, and resilience of people of every race and back
ground. During National African American History Month, we cele
brate the many achievements and contributions made by African 
Americans to our economic, cultural, spiritual, and political develop
ment. 

In 1915, Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson founded The Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History. Through that Association, he began 
pressing for the establishment of Negro History Week as a way to bring 
national attention to the accomplishments of African Americans. He 
hoped to neutralize the apparent distortions in Black history and to 
provide a more objective and scholarly balance to American and World 
history. 

Dr. Woodson's dream became a reality in 1926. He chose the second 
week of February for the observance because of its proximity to the 
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, two individuals 
whom Dr. Woodson felt had dramatically affected the lives of African 
Americans. And in 1976, the Association succeeded in expanding the 
observance, which then became Black History Month. 

The theme of National African American History Month for 2002 is 
"The Color Line Revisited: Is Racism Dead?" The observance calls our 
Nation's attention to the continued need to battle racism and to build 
a society that fully lives up to its democratic ideals. This commitment 
includes ensuring a high-quality education for all Americans, so that 
no child is left behind, and challenges us to continue to rebuild and 
restore our communities, to fight crime and violence, and to pursue 
equal opportunity and equal justice in every part of our society. At the 
same time, the United States must look beyond its borders and take an 
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