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This year's observance of Older Americans Month also marks the 30th 
anniversary of the Older Americans Act Nutrition Program, one of our 
most vital, community-based programs for seniors. Managed by the Ad
ministration on Aging and supported by the private sector and count
less nonprofit organizations, the program has provided nearly 6 billion 
meals to senior centers and other group settings and to those who are 
homebound. It has also provided nutrition counseling and opportuni
ties for health screening. For many elderly, this program has made a 
tremendous impact on their quality of life. 

By maintaining and improving programs that assist older Americans, 
we help these important citizens enjoy longer, healthier, and more pro
ductive lives. During this month, I join all Americans in paying tribute 
to the achievements and contributions of our greatest generation and 
reaffirming our commitment to their well-being. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2002 
as Older Americans Month. I commend the national aging network of 
State, local, and tribal organizations, service and healthcare providers, 
caregivers, and millions of dedicated volunteers for your daily efforts 
on behalf of our senior citizens. I encourage all Americans to honor 
their elders, to seek opportunities to address their needs, and to work 
together to reinforce the bonds that unite families and communities. I 
also call upon all our citizens to publicly reaffirm our Nation's com
mitment to older Americans this month and throughout the year. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7552 of May 2, 2002 

National Charter Schools Week, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over a decade ago in Minnesota, a handful of educators envisioned a 
new kind of educational institution that would provide an alternative 
for children trapped in under-performing public schools. Their philos
ophy for a "charter school" was straightforward and powerful: provide 
parents the option to send their children to innovative public schools 
that combine flexibility and autonomy with a guarantee to raise stu
dent achievement. 

Today, we recognize the important successes of the charter school ex
periment. Nearly 2,400 charter schools now exist across our Nation. 
Thanks to bipartisan support at the local. State, and Federal level, 
more than a half-million children have attended these public schools 
and obtained a better education. 



PROCLAMATION 7553-MAY 3, 2002 116 STAT. 3251 

In reading, math, science, special education, early childhood edu
cation, and other areas, charter schools have implemented innovative 
programs that produce results. Charter school principals and teachers 
have the freedom to develop classroom techniques that meet their stu
dents' unique needs, and parents appreciate the ability to have direct 
input into their children's educational progress. Charter school admin
istrators are accountable to students, parents, and community leaders, 
and they know that if their school fails to meet expectations, it must 
either improve or close. 

The effects of charter schools extend beyond the schoolhouse walls. 
Wherever charter schools are clustered together, we see traditional 
schools reevaluate their methods and programs. At this basic level, 
charter schools help stimulate community debate and inspire edu
cational excellence. 

Accountability, flexibility, expanded choices, and a focus on methods 
that work are all important elements in the landmark, bipartisan, No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, which I signed into law in January. 
This legislation authorizes a new program, the Charter School Facility 
Demonstration Project, which provides important seed funding for 
charter school infrastructure and construction needs. It also continues 
the Charter School Grants program that supports planning and devel
opment of new public charter schools. Together these programs pro
vide valuable tools to American education. Now we must work to
gether to implement this new legislation in all our communities so no 
child is left behind. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 28 
through May 4, 2002, as National Charter Schools Week. I call on par
ents of charter school children to share their success stories with oth
ers so that all Americans may learn more about charter schools and 
their important work. I commend the States with charter schools. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7553 of May 3, 2002 

To Restore Nondiscriminatory Trade Treatment (Normal 
Trade Relations Treatment) to the Products of 
Afghanistan 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
1. Section 118(a)(1) of Public Law 99-190, 99 Stat. 1319, authorized 
the President to deny nondiscriminatory trade treatment to the prod
ucts of Afghanistan and thereby cause such products to be subject to 
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