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our young people about their experiences. By sharing their knowledge 
on some of the most proud and dramatic moments in our history, they 
can help educate and inspire a new generation of Americans. 

On the observance of Veterans Day in 1954, President Dwight D. Eisen
hower called on all citizens to not only remember "the sacrifices of all 
those who fought so valiantly..." but also to rededicate themselves "to 
the task of promoting an enduring peace...." Today, almost 50 years 
later, we remember the dedication of our veterans, and resolve our
selves to upholding their legacy of justice, liberty, and opportunity for 
all. 

In recognition of the contributions our service men and women have 
made to the cause of peace and freedom around the world, the Con
gress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of each year 
shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2002, as Veterans 
Day and urge all Americans to observe November 10 through Novem
ber 16, 2002, as National Veterans Awareness Week. I urge all Ameri
cans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of our veterans through appro
priate public ceremonies and private prayers. I call upon Federal, 
State, and local officials to display the flag of the United States and 
to encourage and participate in patriotic activities in their commu
nities. I invite civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship, 
schools, businesses, unions, and the media to support this national ob
servance with suitable commemorative expressions and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7624 of November 8, 2002 

National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
Week, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Our National Guard and Reserve units comprise 38 percent of Ameri
ca's military forces, and we are grateful for the commitment of these 
brave men and women. During National Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve Week, we pay tribute to those serving our Nation 
in the National Guard and Reserve, and to the civilian employers 
whose continued support enables our Reserve component soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, marines, and coast guardsmen to defend our country 
with honor and distinction. 

Through their service. National Guard and Reserve personnel play an 
important role in our efforts to advance democracy, peace, and free
dom across our Nation and around the world. These dedicated men 
and women train vigorously and work closely with our active-duty 
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forces, serving as equal partners in our integrated Armed Forces. As 
our need for their efforts expands, these citizen-soldiers will spend 
more time away from their families, homes, and workplaces protecting 
our Nation and the ideals that make us strong. 

As we face new challenges and welcome new opportunities, the con
tinued support of patriotic employers remains vital to the success of 
our National Guard and Reserve. Our volunteer National Guardsmen 
and Reservists rely on their employers for essential support and en
couragement that often come at the employer's expense. These employ
ers reflect the spirit of our Nation, and during this week I join with 
members of our Armed Forces and all our citizens in recognizing those 
who serve in our National Guard and Reserve and all who support 
them, and all Americans whose contributions and sacrifices help our 
military remain the finest fighting force in the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
10 through November 16, 2002, as National Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve Week. I encourage all Americans to join me in ex
pressing our heartfelt thanks to the civilian employers of the members 
of our National Guard and Reserve for their extraordinary sacrifices on 
behalf of our Nation. I also call upon State and local officials, private 
organizations, businesses, and all military commanders to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7625 of November 8, 2002 

World Freedom Day, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On World Freedom Day, the United States joins with the nations of the 
world that are dedicated to liberty and democratic values in com
memorating the fall of the Berlin Wall, which occurred on November 
9, 1989. As we remember this historic event, we renew our commit
ment to advancing democracy, peace, and freedom for all throughout 
the world. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall ushered in a new era of liberty and self-
determination in Central and Eastern Europe. In the years that followed 
this remarkable event, the citizens of formerly Communist states par
ticipated in open elections, secured their common rights to free speech, 
and claimed other fundamental freedoms. This triumph for democracy 
demonstrated that tyranny is temporary, and that liberty is the univer
sal and guiding goal for all mankind. 
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