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Proclamation 7816 of September 17, 2004

National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
During National Hispanic Heritage Month, we recognize Hispanic
Americans for helping to shape our national character and strengthen
our communities. The warmth and vitality of the Hispanic culture are
great gifts to America and are part of the unique fabric of our country.

Hispanic Americans have enriched our Nation through contributions in
many professions and fields, including education, law, government,
business, science, sports, and the arts. Since our Nation’s founding,
Hispanic Americans have served bravely in the United States Armed
Forces, earning more than 3 dozen Medals of Honor and numerous dis-
tinguished military decorations for their leadership, courage, and patri-
otism. Today, Hispanic Americans in our Armed Forces, National
Guard, and Reserve units continue this proud legacy as they stand
watch on the front lines of freedom. The hard work, values, and devo-
tion to community of Hispanic Americans set a positive example for
all Americans.

Across our country, we are working to continue helping Hispanic
Americans realize the great promise of America. In 2002, I set a goal
of increasing the number of minority homeowners by at least 5.5 mil-
lion by the end of the decade. We are making good progress—having
added more than 1.6 million minority homeowners so far. My Admin-
istration’s business agenda and economic policies have helped create
an environment in which Latino small business owners in the United
States are starting new businesses and employing millions of people,
expanding trade throughout the Americas, and generating billions in
revenue. Through the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, we are work-
ing to ensure that schools are serving every student. In addition, we
are committed to improving immigration services while strengthening
national security.

I join with all Americans in celebrating the heritage, culture, spirit, and
contributions of Hispanic Americans. To honor the achievements of
Hispanic Americans, the Congress, by Public Law 100–402, as amend-
ed, has authorized and requested the President to issue annually a
proclamation designating September 15 through October 15, as ‘‘Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Month.’’;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October
15, 2004, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to
observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Proclamation 7817 of September 17, 2004

Citizenship Day and Constitution Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Two hundred and seventeen years ago this week, delegates to the Con-
stitutional Convention in Philadelphia signed one of the most enduring
documents in history: the Constitution of the United States. Our Con-
stitution is the foundation of our liberty and has guaranteed the rights
of our people through a history of tremendous change and progress.

Today, we marvel at the wisdom of the Framers who toiled through
a long summer of learned and contentious debates. Their work pro-
duced a document that upholds high ideals, while answering the most
practical questions of governance. The charter they crafted—with its
separate branches of Government, enumerated powers, checks and bal-
ances, and later the specific protections provided by our Bill of
Rights—guides our Nation and inspires others around the world.

During Constitution Week, our Nation reflects on the significance of
our Constitution and gives thanks for the blessings of liberty that this
document helps to secure. We honor the men and women who have
supported and defended it throughout our history, at times with their
lives. On Citizenship Day, we reaffirm our commitment to freedom, to
ensuring that our history endures, and to instilling in America’s next
generation the values that make our country great.

In remembrance of the signing of the Constitution and in recognition
of the Americans who strive to uphold the duties and responsibilities
of citizenship, the Congress, by joint resolution of February 29, 1952
(36 U.S.C. 106, as amended), designated September 17 as ‘‘Citizenship
Day,’’; and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as
amended), requested that the President proclaim the week beginning
September 17 and ending September 23 of each year as ‘‘Constitution
Week.’’;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 2004, as Citizen-
ship Day, and September 17 through September 23, 2004, as Constitu-
tion Week. I encourage Federal, State, and local officials, as well as
leaders of civic, social, and educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that celebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our
rights and obligations as citizens of our great Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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