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It is in our Nation’s interest to help those who are suffering under op-
pressive regimes defeat the ideologues of hate with an ideology of
hope. Advancing the cause of liberty advances the cause of peace. A
free society upholds justice and defends human dignity. Over the
years, many have underestimated the power of freedom to overcome
tyranny, but history has shown us that freedom will prevail.

In the 20th century, the evils of Soviet communism and Nazi fascism
were defeated and freedom spread around the world as new democ-
racies emerged. Today, our Nation faces new struggles with adversaries
who murder the innocent and seek to subject millions to their violent,
totalitarian rule. Still, we remain confident that the light of liberty will
again overcome this darkness.

To bring that day about, we must support young democracies in places
like Afghanistan and Iraq. In countries like Belarus, Burma, Cuba, Iran,
North Korea, Sudan, Syria, and Zimbabwe, people continue to live
under oppressive regimes, and we will work for the day when all these
nations are free. By opposing these despots and helping young democ-
racies grow, we will lay the foundation of peace and prosperity for
generations to come. Throughout Captive Nations Week, we renew our
pledge that as people across the world find their own paths to freedom,
they will also find a friend in the United States of America.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat.
212), has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion designating the third week in July of each year as “Captive Na-
tions Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 20
through July 26, 2008, as Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people
of the United States to reaffirm our commitment to all those seeking
liberty, justice, and self-determination.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8275 of July 23, 2008

60th Anniversary of the Integration of the United States
Armed Forces

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The United States is founded upon the belief that every person has
unalienable rights and matchless value. Throughout our Nation’s his-
tory, brave patriots have made great sacrifices to protect this ideal and
to advance the cause of freedom around the world. On the 60th anni-
versary of the integration of the United States Armed Forces, we pay
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tribute to all our service members and veterans, and we underscore our
Nation’s commitment to equality.

On July 26, 1948, President Harry Truman signed Executive Order
9981, declaring ‘“‘that there shall be equality of treatment and oppor-
tunity for all persons in the armed services without regard to race,
color, religion or national origin.” Today, members of our Armed
Forces come from many different backgrounds and cultures and are an-
swering the call to service with bravery, decency, and resolve.

Our Nation has long drawn strength from the diversity of its citizens.
Groups such as the Buffalo Soldiers, the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the ‘“Borinqueneers” risked their
lives while proudly wearing the uniform of the United States. By per-
forming their missions with integrity and honor, they highlighted the
power of liberty, helped open the door of opportunity, and earned the
respect and admiration of a grateful Nation.

On this anniversary, we celebrate the legacy of those who refused to
allow adversity to diminish their spirit or extinguish their drive to help
America live up to its promise of equality for all people. We also com-
memorate our veterans and service members whose noble and selfless
actions have inspired generations of men and women to follow in their
footsteps and made our country a more hopeful place.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26,
2008, as the 60th Anniversary of the Integration of the United States
Armed Forces and urge all Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8276 of July 24, 2008
Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has helped tear down bar-
riers for millions of people living with disabilities. On the anniversary
of this important legislation, our Nation underscores our commitment
to ensuring that all individuals have an equal opportunity to realize
their full potential.

On July 26, 1990, President George H. W. Bush signed this
groundbreaking Act into law, better enabling citizens with disabilities
to participate fully in all aspects of life. Over the course of nearly two
decades, this Act has made our schools and workplaces more wel-
coming, helped change attitudes that once seemed unchangeable, and
expanded opportunity for many exceptional Americans. The ADA is



		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-09-27T11:00:42-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




