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August 1961, they have been emissaries of hope and goodwill to the 
far corners of our world, strengthening the ties of friendship between 
the people of the United States and those of other countries. Living 
and working alongside those they serve, volunteers help address 
changing and complex global needs in education, health and HIV/ 
AIDS, business and information technology, agriculture, environmental 
protection, and youth development. With each village that now has ac-
cess to clean water, each young woman who has received an edu-
cation, and each family empowered to prevent disease because of the 
service of a Peace Corps Volunteer, President Kennedy’s noble vision 
lives on. 

In our increasingly interconnected world, the mission of the Peace 
Corps is more relevant today than ever. Returned volunteers, enriched 
by their experiences overseas, bring a deeper understanding of other 
cultures and traditions back to their home communities in the United 
States. The lasting accomplishments of the Peace Corps continue to 
strengthen partnerships with leaders and countries around the world. 
This year, we also mourn the loss and pay tribute to the extraordinary 
life of Sargent Shriver, the founding director of the Peace Corps. The 
impact of his decades of public service will echo forever in countless 
places across the globe that have been touched by the Peace Corps. 

On this anniversary, we honor the men and women from across the 
country who have carried forward our Nation’s finest tradition of serv-
ice, and we rededicate ourselves to fulfilling the dream and continuing 
the work of all those who aspire and yearn for peace. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
1, 2011, as the 50th Anniversary of the Peace Corps. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities that honor the Peace Corps and its volunteers, past and 
present, for their many contributions to the cause of global peace and 
friendship. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
eighth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8632 of February 28, 2011 

Death of Army Corporal Frank W. Buckles, the Last 
Surviving American Veteran of World War I 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As a mark of respect for the memory of Army Corporal Frank W. Buck-
les, the last surviving American veteran of World War I, and in remem-
brance of the generation of American veterans of World War I, I hereby 
order, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws 
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of the United States of America, that, on the day of his interment, the 
flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House 
and upon all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and 
naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in 
the District of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Ter-
ritories and possessions until sunset on such day. I further direct that 
the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same period at all United 
States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, 
including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
eighth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8633 of March 1, 2011 

Read Across America Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Hidden in the pages of books are extraordinary worlds and characters 
that can spark creativity and imagination, and unlock the potential that 
lies within each of our children. Reading is the foundation upon which 
all other learning is built, and on Read Across America Day, we reaf-
firm our commitment to supporting America’s next generation of great 
readers. 

Cultivation of basic literacy skills can begin early and in the home. It 
is family who first instills the love of learning in our future leaders by 
engaging children in good reading habits and making reading a fun and 
interactive activity. Regardless of language or literacy level, every adult 
can inspire young people to appreciate the written word early in life. 
Parents and mentors can help build fundamental skills by reading 
aloud to children regularly, discussing the story, and encouraging chil-
dren to ask questions on words or content they do not understand. By 
passing a passion for literature on to our sons and daughters, we pre-
pare them to be lifelong, successful readers, and we provide them with 
an essential skill necessary for academic achievement. 

Teachers also play an integral role in our students’ lives, and educators 
can help prepare our children to meet the challenges of tomorrow by 
making reading a key component of classroom activities. Our Nation’s 
young people rely on the critical thinking and analytical skills gained 
from reading to build other areas of knowledge, including the subjects 
of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. The next genera-
tion’s ability to excel in these disciplines is crucial to America’s 
strength and prosperity in the 21st century. 

Read Across America Day marks the birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, 
better known to the world as Dr. Seuss. Through amusing wordplay 
and engaging tales, his stories have helped generations of young Amer-
icans enjoy reading and sharpen basic reading skills, vital tools for 
their future success. With parents, teachers, and communities working 
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