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provisions of this act, and to such legislation as Congress may hereafter
provide: Provided, That the Comstock lode, with its dips, spurs, and
angles, is excepted from this grant, and all other lodes, with their dips,
spurs, and angles, located within the said two thousand feet, and which
are or may be, at the passage of this act, in the actual bona fide
possession of other persons, are hereby excepted from such grant. And
the lodes herein excepted, other than the Comstock lode, shall be with-
held from sale by the United States; and if such lodes shall be aban-
doned or not worked, possessed, and held in conformity to existing raining
rules, or such regulations as have been or may be prescribed by the
legislature of Nevada, they shall become subject to such right of pur-
chase by the grantee herein, his heirs or assigns.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That all persons, companies, or cor-
porations owning claims or mines on said Comstock lode or any
other lode drained, benefited, or developed by said tunnel, shall hold their
claims subject to the condition, (which shall be expressed in any grant
they may hereafter obtain from the United States,) that they shall con-
tribute and pay to the owners of said tunnel the same rate of charges for
drainage or other benefits derived from said tunnel or its branches, as
have been, or may hereafter be, named in agreement between such owners
and the companies representing a majority of the estimated value of said
Comstock lode at the time of the passage of this act.

Appro ve d , July 25, 1866.

CHAP. CCXLV.—An Act to regulate the Times and Manner of holding Elections for
Senators in Congress.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the legislature of each
State which shall be chosen next preceding the expiration of the time for
which any senator was elected to represent said State in Congress, shall, 
on the second Tuesday after the meeting and organization thereof, pro-
ceed to elect a senator in Congress, in the place of such senator so going
out of office, in the following manner : Each house shall openly, by a viva
voce of each member present, name one person for senator in Congress
from said State, and the name of the person so voted for, who shall have
a majority of the whole number of votes cast in each house shall be en-
tered on the journal of each house by the clerk or secretary thereof; but
if either house shall fail to give such majority to any person on said day,
that fact shall be entered on the journal. At twelve o’clock, meridian, of
the day following that on which proceedings are required to take place,
as aforesaid, the members of the two houses shall convene in joint assem-
bly and the journal of each house shall then be read, and if the same per-
son shall have received a majority of all the votes in each house, such
person shall be declared duly elected senator to represent said State in
the Congress of the United States ; but if the same person shall not have
received a majority of the votes in each house, or if either house shall
have failed to take proceedings as required by this act, the joint assembly
shall then proceed to choose, by a viva voce vote of each member pres-
ent a person for the purpose aforesaid, and the person having a majority
of all the votes ot the said joint assembly, a majority of all the members
elected to both houses being present and voting, shall be declared duly
elected ; and in case no person shall receive such majority on the first
day, the joint assembly shall meet at twelve o’clock, meridian, of each
succeeding day during the session of the legislature, and take at least one
vote until a senator shall be elected.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever, on the meeting of
the legislature of any State, a vacancy shall exist in the representation
of such State in the of the United States, said legislature shall pro-
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ceed, on the second Tuesday after the commencement and organization of
its session, to elect a person to fill such vacancy, in the manner herein-
before provided for the election of a senator for a full terra ; and if a
vacancy shall happen during the session of the legislature, then on the
second Tuesday after the legislature shall have been organized and shall
have notice of such vacancy.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
governor of the State from which any senator shall have been chosen as
aforesaid to certify his election, under the seal of the State, to the Presi-
dent of the senate of the United States, which certificate shall be counter-
signed by the secretary of state of the State.

Appr ov ed , July 25, 1866.

CHAP. CCXLVI. —An Act to authorize the Construction ofcertain Bridges, and to estab-
lish them as Post Roads.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for any
person or persons, company or corporation, having authority from the
States of Illinois and Missouri for such purpose, to build a bridge across
the Mississippi River at Quincy, Illinois, and to lay on and over said
bridge railway tracks, for the more perfect connection of any railroads
that are or shall be constructed to the said river at or opposite said point,
and that when constructed all trains of all roads terminating at said river,
at or opposite said point, shall be allowed to cross said bridge for reason-
able compensation, to be made to the owners of said bridge, under the
limitations and conditions hereinafter provided. And in case of any liti-
gation arising from any obstruction or alleged obstruction to the free
navigation of said river, the cause may be tried before the district court
of the United States of any State in which any portion of said obstruction
or bridge touches.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That any bridge built under the pro-
visions of this act may, at the option of the company building the same,
be built as a drawbridge, with a pivot or other form of draw, or with un-
broken or continuous spans : Provided, That if the said bridge shall be
made with unbroken and continuous spans, it shall not be of less elevation
in any case than fifty feet above extreme high-water mark, as understood
at the point of location, to the bottom chord of the bridge, nor shall the
spans of said bridge be less than two hundred and fifty feet in length, and
the piers of said bridge shall be parallel with the current of the river, and
the main span shall be over the main channel of the river and not less
than three hundred feet in length : Andprovided also, That if any bridge
built under this act shall be constructed as a drawbridge, the same shall
be constructed as a pivot drawbridge with a draw over the main channel
of the river at an accessible and navigable point, and with spans of not
less than one hundred and sixty feet in length in the clear on each side
of the central or pivot pier of the draw, and the next adjoining spans to
the draw shall not be less than two hundred and fifty feet; and said spans
shall not be less than thirty feet above low-water mark, and not less than
ten above extreme high-water mark, measuring to the bottom chord of
the ’bridge, and the piers of said bridge shall be parallel with the current
of the river: And provided also, That said draw shall be opened prompt-
ly upon reasonable signal for the passage of boats, whose construction
shall not be such as to admit of their passage under the permanent spans
of said bridge, except when trains are passing over the same ; but in no
case shall unnecessary delay occur in opening the said draw during or
after the passage of trains.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That any bridge constructed under
- this act, and according to its limitations, shall be a lawful structure, and
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