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bridge built under this act shall be construected as a draw-bridge, the Draw-bridge.
same shall be econstrueted with an opening over the center of the chan-

nel, of such width as the Secretary of War shall determine, and which

shall be at least one hundred feet in the clear, and the piers of said Piers.
bridge shall be parallel with the current, and the draw of said bridge

shall be over the main or deep channel of the river, as may be fixed

and determined by the Secretary of War: Provided also, That said  Proviso.
draw shall be opened promptly upon reasonable signal for the passage

of boats, vessels, or other water-crafts, and in no case shall unpeces-

sary delay occur; and said company or corporation shall maintain, at

its own expense, from sunset to sunrise, such lights or other signals on  Lights, signals.
said bridge as the Light House Board shall prescribe, and such sheer- Sheer-booms,
booms or other structures as may be necessary to safely gunide vessels,

boats, ratts, or other water crafts safely through said draw openings as

shall be designated and required by the Seeretary of War: And pro- Proviso.
vided also, That said bridge, at the option of the corporation or com- Toll.

pany by which it may be built, may be used for the passage of wagons

and vehicles of all kinds, for the transit of animals, and for foot-

passengers, for such reasonable rates of toll as may be approved from

time to time by the Secretary of War.

SEC. 3. That any bridge authorized to be constructed under this act peclared o post-
shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized and known as a post- route and a lawful
route, and it shall enjoy the rights and privileges of other post-roads in structure,
the United States, upon which also no higher charge shall be made for
the transmission over the same of the mails, the troops, and the munitions
of war of the United States, or for through passengers or freight pass-
ing over said bridge, than the rate per mile for their transportation
over the railroads leading to the said bridge; and the United States Right of way for
shall have the right of way for a postal telegraph and telephone lines telegraph and tele-
without charge therefor across said bridge. Said bridge shall be builg Pbone lines.
and located under and subject to such regulations for the security of
navigation of said river as the Secretary of War shall prescribe; and
to secure that object the said company or corporation shall submit . Plans and loca-
to the Secretary of War, for his examination and approval, a design g5 % PRCH8 '8 00
and drawings of the bridge, and a map of the location, giving, for the retary of War for
space of one mile above and one mile below the proposed location, his approval.
the topography of the banks of the river, the shore-lines at high and
low water, the direction and strength of the currents at all stages,
and the soundings, accurately showing the bed of the stream, the
location of any other bridge or bridges, and shall furnish such other
information as may be required for a full and satisfactory understand-
ing of the subject; and until the said plan and location of the bridge
are approved by the Secretary of War the bridge shall not be built;
and should any change be made in the plan of said bridge during the
progress of construetion, such change shall be subjeet to the approval
of the Secretary of War.,

SEQ, 4. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby Right to amend,
expressly reserved ; and the right to require any changes in said struet- ¢
ure, or its entire removal, at the expense of the owners thereof, or the
corporations or persons controlling the same, whenever Congress shall
decide that the public interest requires it, is also expressly reserved.

Approved, June 24, 1884,

CHAP. 121.—An act to remove certain burdens on the American merchant marine  June 26, 1884.
and encourage the American foreign carrying trade and for other purposes. —

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United R, . 4131, 795,
States of America in Congress assembled, That the last clause of section
forty-one hundred and thirty-one of the Revised Statutes be amended
80 as to read as follows :
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U. 8. vessels, by  ¢“All the officers of vessels of the United States shall be citizens of
l‘;’l]:fl':‘d‘gg? ":;(?Lf“: the United States, except that in cases where, on a foreign voyage, or
Sanse " on a voyage from an Atlantic to a Pacific port of the United States,

any such vessel is for any reason deprived of the services of an officer
below the grade of master, his place, or a vacaney caused by the pro-
motion of another officer to such place, may be supplied by a person
not a citizen of the United States until the first return of such vessel to
its home port; and such vessel shall not be liable to any penalty or
penal tax for such employment of an alien officer.”

R. 8. 4580, 887. SEo. 2. That section forty-five hundred and eighty of the Revised

Statutes be amended so as to read: as follows:
Dischargeofsea-  Spe. 4580. Upon the application of the master of any vessel to a
ﬁ:ﬁ;slglyoment of consular officer to discharge a seaman, or upon the application of any
g : seaman for his own discharge, if it appears to such officer that said sea-
man has completed his shipping agreement, or is entitled to his dis-
charge under any act of Congress or according to the general prinei-
ples or usages of maritime law as recognized in the United States, such
officer shall discharge said seaman, and require from the master of said
vessel, before such discharge shall be made, payment of the wages
which may then be due said seaman; but no payment of extra wages
shall be required by any cousular officer upon such discharge of any
seaman except as provided in this act.”

R. S. 4583, 887. Sec¢ 3. That seetion forty-five hundred and eighty-three of the Re-

vised Statutes be amended so as to read as follows :

‘Extra wages on  “SEc, 4583, Whenever on the discharge of a seaman in a foreign coun-
discharge. try, on his complaint that the voyage is continued contrary to agree-

ment, the consular officer shall be satisfied that such voyage has been
designedly and unneeessarily prolonged in violation of the articles of
shipment, or whenever a'seaman is discharged by a consular officer in
consequence of any hurt or injury received in the service of the vessel,
such consular officer shall require the payment by the master of one
month’s wages for such seaman over and above the wages due at the
time of discharge.”

R. 8. 4561, 883. SEe. 4. That section forty-five hundred and sixty-one of the Revised

Statutes be amended so as to read as follows:

Dischargeofsea- ¢ Sio. 4561. The inspectors in their report shall also state whether,
men on acconnt of i, t)eir opinion, the vessel was sent to sea unsuitably provided in any
unseaworthinessof . Lo ; 3 :
vessel; extra important or essential particular, by neglect or design, or throngh mis-
wages; exception, take or accident; and in case it was by negleet or design, and the con-

sular officer approves of such finding, he shall discharge such of the
crew as request it, and shall require the payment by the master of one
month’s wages for each seaman over and above the wages then due.
But if, in the opinion of the inspectors, the defects or deficiencies found
to exist have been the result of mistake or accident, and could not, in
the exercise of ordinary care, have been known and provided against
before the sailing of the vessel, and the master shall, in a reasonable
time, remove or remedy the causes of complaint, then the crew shall re-
main and discharge their duty.”

R. 8. 4582, 887, “ 8B, 5. That section forty-five hundred and eighty-two of the Revised

' Statutes be amended so as to read as follows:

Extra wagesup- “*SEC. 4582. Whenever a vessel of the United States is sold in a for
on discharge, in eign country, and her company discharged, it shall be the duaty of the
case of sale; Pro- mygter to produce to the consular officer the certified list of his ship’s

i company, and also the shipping articles, and to pay to said consular offi-
cer for every seaman so discharged one month’s wages over and above
the wages which may then be due to snch seaman ; but in case the mas-
ter of the vessel so sold shall, with the assent of said seaman, provide
him with adequate employment on board some other vessel bound to
the port at which he was originally shipped, or to such other port as
may be agreed upon by him. then no payment of extra wages shall be

1N

required.
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Sno. 6. That section forty-six hundred of the Revised Statutes be
amended so as to read as follows :

¢« Spe. 4600. 1t shall be the duty of consular officers to reclaim de-
serters and discountenance insubordination by every means within their
power, and where the local authorities can be usefully employed for
that purpose, to lend their aid and use their exertions to that end in
the most effectual manner. In all cases where deserters aie appre-

‘hended the consular officer shall inquire into the facts; and if he is sat-
isfied that the desertion was caused by unusual or cruel treatment, he
shall discharge the seaman, and require the master of the vessel from
which such seaman is discharged to pay one month’s wages over and
above the wages then due; and the officer discharging such seaman
shall enter upon the crew-list and shipping articles the cause of dis-
charge, and the particulars in which the cruelty or unusual treatment
consisted, and the facts as to his discharge or re-engagement, as the
case may be, and subsecribe his name thereto officially.”

SEc 7. That section forty-five hundred and eighty-one-of the Revised
Statutes be amended so as to read as follows :

“ SEe. 4581, If any consular officer, when discharging any seaman,
shall neglect to require the payment of and collect the arrears of wages
and extra wages required to be paid in the case of the discharge of any
seaman, he shall be accountable to the United States to the full amount
thereof. If any seaman, after his discharge, shall have incurred any
expense for board or other necessaries at {he place of his discharge; be-
fore shipping again, or for transportation to the United States, such
expense shall be paid out of the arrears of wages and extra wages re-
ceived by the consular officer, which shall be retained for that purpose
and the balanee only paid over to such seamen.”

SEo. 8. That section forty-five hundred and eighty-four of the Revised
Statutes be hiereby repealed.

Suc. 9. That section forty-five hundred and seventy-eight of the Re-
vised Statutes be amended so as to read as follows:

« Spe. 4578. All masters of vessels of the United States, and bound
to some port of the same, are required to take such destitute seamen on
board their vessels, at the request of consnlar officers, and to transport
them to the port in the United States to which such vessel may be
bound, on such terms, not exceeding ten dollars for each person for
voyages of not more than thirty days, and not exceeding twenty dol-
lars for each person for longer voyages, as may be agreed between the
master and the consular officer ; and said consular officer shall issue
certificates for such transportation, which certificates shall be assigna-
ble for collection. If any such destitute seaman is so disabled or ill as
to be unable to perform duty, the consular officer shall so certify in the
certificate of transportation, and such additional compensation shall be
paid as the First Comptroller of the Treasury shall deem proper. Every
such master who refuses to receive and transport such seamen on the
request or order of such consular officer shall be liable to the United
States in a penalty of one hundred dollars for each seaman so refused.
The certificate of any such consular officer, given under his hand and
official seal, shall be presumptive evidence of such refusal in any court

of law having jurisdiction for the recovery of the penalty. No master of

any vessel shall, however, be obliged to take a greater number thau
one man to every one hundred tons burden of the vessel on any one
voyage.”

“SEe. 10. That it shall be, and is hereby, made unlawful in any case
to pay any seaman wages before leaving the port at which such seaman
may be engaged in advance of the time when he has actually earned the
same, or to pay such advance wages to any other person, or to pay any
person, other than an officer authorized by act of Congress to collect
fees for such service, any remuneration for the shipment of seamen.
Any person paying such advance wages or such remuneration shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be pun-
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ished by a fine not less than four times the amount of the wages so ad-
vanced or remuneration so paid, and may be also imprisoned for a period
not exceeding six months, at the diseretion of the court. The payment
of such advance wages or remuneration shall in no case, exeept as herein
provided, absolve the vessel, or the master or owner thereof, from full
payment of wages after the same shall have been actually earned, and
shall be no defense to a libel, suit, or action for the recovery of such

Exemption of wages: Provided, That this section shall not apply to whaling-vessels:
whaling vessels.  And provided further, That it shall be lawful for any seaman to stipu-

Froviso. late in his shipping agreement for an allotment of any portion of the
“ﬁfl";ﬁ‘]‘:g‘fgf wages which he may earn to his wife, mother, or other relative, but to
false claims, etc. 110 Other person or corporation. And any person who shall falsely claim

such relationship to any seaman in order to obtain wages so allotted
shall, for every such offense, be punishable by a fine of not exceeding
, . five hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding six months, at the
m.lff)‘r’(‘fi“;‘] ‘;‘e:f'&? discretion of the court. This section shall apply as well to foreign ves-
g " sels as to vessels of the United States; and any foreign vessel the mas-
ter, owner, consignee, or agent of which has violated this section, or in-
duced or connived at its violation, shall be refused a clearance from any
port of the United States.

R. 8. 4569, 884. SEc. 11, That every vessel mentioned in seetion forty-five hundred

Slop-chest to and sixty-nine of the Revised Statutes shall also be provided with a
contain, ete. slop-chest, which shall eontain a complement of clothing for the intended

voyage for each seaman employed, including boots or shoes, hats or
caps, under clothing and outer clothing, oiled clothing, and everything
necessary for the wear of a gseaman; also a full supply of tobacco and
blankets. Any of the contents of the slop-chest shall be sold, from
time to time, to any or every seaman applying therefor, for his own
use, at a profit not exceeding ten per centum of the reasonable wholesale
value of the same at the port at which the voyage commenced. And if

P"?‘{!“Y f‘;f l‘h"t any such vessel is not provided, before sailing, as herein required, the
P ote. & °*"" owner shall be liable to a penalty of not more than five hundred dol-

Vessels excepted. lars. The provisions of this section shall not apply to vessels plying

between the United States and the Dominion of Canada, Newfound-
land, the Bermuda Islands, the Bahama Islands the West Indies,
Mexico and Central America.

Consular feesfor  SEC. 12, That on and after July first, eighteen hundred and eighty-
services toseamen, four, no fees named in the tariff of consular fees prescribed by order of
ete., prohibited.  t})o President shall be charged or collected by consular officers for the

official services to American vessels and seamen. Consalar officers shall

Services of con- furnish the master of every such vessel with an itemized statement of
sular officers item- guch services performed on account of said vessel, with the fee so pre-
;ff% D“:‘;le‘:‘g:_’;“f:}. seribed for each service, and make a detailed report to the Secretary of
Treasury. the Treasury of such services and fees, under such regulations as the

Secretary of State may prescribe; and the Secretary of the Treasury
shall allow consular officers who are paid in whole or in part by fees
such compensation for said services as they would have received prior

Proviso. to the passage of this act: Provided, That such services, in the opinion

of the Secretary of the Treasury have been necessarily rendered ; and
“n.f a sum sufficient for the payment of such compensation, when thus ad-

Appropriation. justed by the Secretary of the Treasary, is hereby appropriated out of

any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

R, 8.4213, 812, SEC. 13. That section forty-two hundred and thirteen of the Revised

Statntes be amended so as to read as follows:

Statement of “SEC. 4213. It shall be the duty of all masters of vessels for whom
f-*f-'f;"'-;,?-“ F;‘ljilﬁt‘ﬂ any official services shall be performed by any consular officer, without
collector oo, 0 the payment of a fee, to require a written statement of such services

e from such consular officer, and, after certifying as to whether such state-
ment is correct, to furnish it to the collector of the district in which
such vessels shall first arrive on their return to the United States ; and
if any snch master of a vessel shall fail to farnish such statement, he
shall be liable to a fine of not exceeding fifty dollars, unless such master

Penalty.
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shall state under oath that no such statement was furnished him by
saidl consular officer, And it shall be the duty of every collector to
forward to the Secretary of the Treasury all such statements as shall
have been furnished to him, and also a statement of all certified in-
voices which shall have come to his office, giving the dates of the certifi-
cates, and the names of the persons for whom and of the consular
officer by whom the same were certified.”

“8Ec 14. That in lieu of the tax on tonnage of thirty cents per ton per
annum heretofore imposed by law, a duty of three cents per ton, not to
exceed in the aggregate fifteen cents per ton in any one year, is hereby
imposed at each entry on all vessels which shall be entered in any port
of the United States from any foreign port or place in North America,
Central America, the West India Islands, the Bahama Islands, the Ber-
muda Islands, or the Sandwich Islands, or Newfoundland ; and a duty
of six eents per ton, not to exceed thirty cents per ton per annum, is
hereby imposed at each entry upon all vessels which shall be entered in
the United States from any other foreign ports: Provided, That the
President of the United States shall suspend the collection of so much
of the duty herein imposed, on vessels entered from any port in the
Dominion of Canada, Newfoundland, the Bahama Islands, the Bermuda
Islands, the West India Islands, Mexico and Central America down to
and including Aspinwall and Panama, as may be in excess of the ton-
nage and light house dues, or other equivalent tax or taxes, imposed on
American vessels by the government of the foreign country in which
such port is situated and shall upon the passage of this act, and from
time to time thereafter as often as it may become necessary by reason
of ehanges in the laws of the foreign countries above mentioned, indi-
cate by proclamation the ports to which such suspension shall apply,
and the rate or rates of tonnage duty if any to be collected under such
suspension. And provided further, That all vessels which shall have
paid the tonnage tax imposed by section forty-two hundred and nine-
teen of the Revised Statutes for the current year, shall not be liable to
the tax herein levied until the expiration of the certificate of last pay-
ment of the said tax. And sections forty-two hundred and twenty-
three and forty-two hundred and twenty-four and so muneh of section
forty-two bundred and nineteen ot the Revised Statutes as confliets with
this section, are hereby repealed.

SEo. 15. Sections forty-five hundred and eighty-five, forty-five hun-
dred and eighty-six, and forty-five hundred and eighty-seven of the
Revised Statutes, and all other acts and parts of acts providing for the
assessment and collection of a hospital tax for seamen, are hereby, re-
pealed, and the expense of maintaining the Marine Hospital Service
shall hereafter be borne by the United States out of the receipts for
duties on tonnage provided for by this act; and so much thereof as
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated for that purpose.

Sec. 16. All artieles of foreign production needed, and actually with-
drawn from bonded warehouses, for supplies not including equipment of
vessels of the United States engaged in the foreign frade, including
the trade between the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the United States,
may be so withdrawn free of duty, under such regulations as the Secre-
tary of the Treasury may prescribe.

SEc. 17. When a vessel is built in the United States for foreign ae-
count, wholly or partly of foreign materials on which import duties
have been paid, there shall be allowed on such vessel, when exported, a
drawback cqual in amount to the duty paid on such materials, to be
ascertained under such regulations as may be prescribed by the Seecre-
tary of the Treasury. Ten per centum of the amount of such drawback
so allowed shall, however, be retained for the use of the United States
by the eollector paying the same.

Sue. 18, That the individual liability of a ship-owner, shall be limited
to the proportion of any or all debts and liabilities that his individual
share of the vessel bears to the whole; and the aggregate liabilities of
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all the owners of a vessel on account of the same shall not exceed the

Proviso. value of such vessels and freight pending: Provided, That this pro-
vision shall not affect the liability of any owner incurred previous to
the passage of this act, nor prevent any claimant from joining all the
owners in one action ; nor shall the same apply to wages due to per-
sons employed by said ship-owners.

Shipmentofsea- SEC. 19. That a master of a vessel in the foreign trade may engage a
weu in U, 8. for geaman at any port in the United States, in the manner provided by
‘[‘;;:‘ruigu VOY28L: law, to serve on a voyage to any port, or for the round trip from and to

& the port of departure, or for a definite time, whatever the destination.

The master of a vessel making regular and stated trips between the

United States and a foreign country may engage a seaman for one or

more round trips, or for a definite time, or on the retarn of said vessel
Restifoment, ebo to the United States may reship such seaman for another voyage iu the
without additional Same vessel, in the manner provided by law, without the pa) ment of
fees. additional fees to any officer for such reshipment or re-engagement.

Bond not re- SEGC., 20, That every master of a vessel in the foreign trade may en-
quired for return gage any seaman at any port out of the United States, in the manner
ol seamen, ete.  proyided by law, to serve for one or more round trips from and to the

port of departure, or for a definite time, whatever the destination ; and
the master of a vessel clearing from a port of the United States with
one or more seamen engaged in a foreign port as herein provided shall
not be required to reship in a port of the United States the seamen so
engaged, or to give bond, as required by section forty-five hundred and

R. 8. 4576, 886, Seventy-six of the Revised Statutes, to produce said seamen before a

boarding officer on the return of said vessel to the United States.

Definition of SEC. 21. That the word *“ port,” as used in sections forty-one hundred
word ‘“port.” and seventy-eight and forty-three hundred and thirty-four of the Re-

R. 8. 4178, 805. vised Statutes, in referencesto painting the name and port of every reg-

R. 8. 4334, 838.  jstered or licensed vessel on the stern of such vessel, shall be construed

to mean either the port where the vessel is registered or enrolled, or
the place in the same district where the vessel was built or where one
or more of the owners reside.

22 Stat., 214. SEC. 22. That until the provisions of section one, chapter three hun-

Passengers by dred and seventy-six, of the laws of eighteen hundred and eighty-two,
vessels trading be- ghall be made applicable to passengers coming into the United States
11;:)‘”‘:::"}'; O?ba‘:tfﬁ.hy land earriage, said provisions shall not apply to passengers coming
da or Mexico ex- DY vessels employed exclusively in the trade between the ports of the
empt from tax, United States and the ports of the Dominion of Canada or the ports of
ete. Mexico.

R. 8. 3976, 769, SEe. 23. That sections thirty-nine hundred and seventy-six and forty-
repealed, two hundred and three of the Revised Statutes of the United States,
1-u111{=:u?e}1_4203' 810, and all other compulsory laws and parts of laws that oblige American

' vessels to earry the mails to and from the United States arbitrarily, or
that prevent the clearance of vessels until they shall have taken mail mat-
ter on board, be and the same are hereby repealed, but such repeal
shall not take effect until the first day of April eighteen hundred and
vightyfive.

R. =, 2966, 572, SBC. 24. That section twenty-nine hundred and sixty-six of the Re-
amended. vised Statutes be amended by striking out the words ¢ propelled in whole

or in part by steam”; so that said section as amended shall read as
follows :

Imllmr.tu:-iuu in  “SEC 2966. When merchandise shall be imported into any port of
vessels, the United Statutes from any foreign country in vessels, and it shall ap- -

pear by the bills of lading that $he merchandise se imported is to be
delivered immediately after the entry of the vessel, the collector of such
port may take possession of such merchandise and deposit the same 1n
bonded warehounse; and when it does not appear by the bills of lading
that the merchandise so imported is to be immediately delivered, the
collector of the customs may take possession of the same and deposit it
in bonded warehouse, at the request of the owner, master, or consignee
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of the vessel, on three days’ notice to such collector after the entry of
the vessel.”

Sec. 25. That section twenty-eight hundred and seventy-two of the
Revised Statutes be amended by adding thereto the following :

«« When the license to unload between the setting and rising of the
sun is granted to a sailing-vessel under this seection, a fized, uniform,
and reasonable compensation may be allowed to the inspector or inspec-
tors for service between the setting and rising of the sum, under such
regulationsasthe Seeretary of the Treasury may prescribe, to be received
by the collector from the master, owner, or consignee of the vessel, and
to be paid by him to the inspector or inspectors.”

SEg. 26. That whenever any fine, penalty, forfeiture, exaction, or
charge arising under the laws relating to vessels or seamen has been
paid to any collector of customs or consular officer, and application has
been made within one year from such payment for the refunding or re-
mission of the same, the Secretary of the Treasury, if on investigation
he finds that such fine, penalty, forfeiture, exaetion, or charge was il-
legally, improperly, or excessively imposed, shail have the power, either
before or after the same has been covered into the Treasury, to refund
so much of such fine, penalty, forfeiture, exaction, or charge as he may
think proper, from any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated. :

SEc. 27. That section forty-five hundred and one of the Revised Stat-
utes is hereby amended so as to read as follows:

“Sue. 4501, The Secretary of the Treasury shall appoint a commis-
sioner for each port of entry, which is also a port of ocean navigation,
and which, in his judgment, may require the same; such commissioner
to be termed a shipping eommissioner, and may, from time to time, re-
move from office any such commissioner whom lie may have reason to
believe does not properly perform his duty, and shall then provide for
the proper performance of his duties until another person is duly ap-
pointed in his place: Provided, That Shipping Comuissioners now in
office shall continue to perform the duties thereof nntil others shall be
appointed in their places. Shipping Commissioners shall monthly ren-
der a full, exact, and itemized account of their receipts and expenditures
to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall determine their compensa-
tion, and shall from time to time determine the number and compensa-
tion of the clerks appointed by such commissioner, with the approval
of the Secretary of the Treasury, subject to the limitations now fixed
by law. The Secretary of the Treasury shall regulate the wode of con-
ducting business in the shipping offices to be established by the ship-
ping commissioners as hereinafter provided, and shail have full and
complete control over the same, subject to the provisions herein con-
tained; and all expenditures by shipping commissioners shall be
audited and adjusted in the Treasury Department in the mode and
manner provided for expenditures in the collection of customs. All
fees of Shipping Commissioners shall be paid into the Treasury of the
United States and shall constitute a fund which shall be used under
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the compensation
of said Commissioners and their clerks and such other expenses as he
may find necessary to ensure the proper administration of their duties.

Sre. 28. Before issuing any inspection certificate to any steamer the
collector or other chief officer of customs for the port or district shall
demand and receive from the owners thereof, as a compensation for the
inspection and examinations made for the year, the following sums, in
addition to the fees forissuing enrollments and licenses now allowed by

law, according to the tonnage of the vessel: For each steam-vessel of

one hundred tons or under, ten dollars ; and for each and every ton in
excess of one hundred tons, five cents, in lieu of the fees now provided
by law.

SEc. 29. That section twenty-seven hundred and seventy-six of the
Revised Statutes is hereby amended by adding thereto the following :
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R. 8. 2872, 556,
amended.

Timeofdelivery.

Compensation
to inspector.

Refund or re-
mission of fines,
penalties, ete.

R. S. 4501, 870.

Appointmeut of
shipping commis-
sioners,

Proviso.

Report of re
ceipts and expen-
ditures.

Compensation,

Clerks, compen-
sation.

Expenditures,
how audited.

Fees to be paid
into the Treasury.

Fees to inspect-
ors, ete., of ves
sels,

R. S. 2776, 538,
amended. -
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Where vessels
may enter and un-
lade.

June 26, 1884,

Graduates of
Naval Academy to
be commissioned
ensigns in the
Navy.

Grade of junior
ensigns aholished §
proviso.

June 26, 1884.

Members of Con-

ess may admin-
ister oaths to wit-
nesses, ete.

June 27, 1884,

Letter-carriers
granted leave of
absence with pay.

June 27, 1884.

Burean of Labor.

Commissioner.

“Provided, That vessels arriving at a port of entry in the United
States, laden with coal, salt, railroad-iron, and other like articles in bulk,
may proceed to places within that collection district to be specially des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Treasury, by general regulations or
otherwise, under the superintendence of customs officers, at the expense
of the parties interested, for the purpose of unlading cargoes of the
character before mentioned.”

SEc. 30. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of
this act are hereby repealed; and this act shall take effect and be in
force on and after July first, eighteen hundred and eighty-four.

Approved, June 26, 1884,

CHAP. 122.—An act to equalize the rank of graduates of the Naval Academy upon
their assignment to the various corps.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage
of this act all graduates of the Naval Academy who are assigned to the
line of the Navy, on the snceessful completion of the six years course,
shall be commissioned ensigns in the Navy.

SEc. 2. That the grade of junior ensign in the Navy is hereby abol-
ished and the junior ensigns now on the list shall be commissioned
ensigns in the Navy: Provided, Thatv nothing in this act shall be so con-
strued as to inerease the number of officers in the Navy now allowed by
law, *

SEc. 3. Thatall acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions
of this act be and the same are hereby repealed

Approved, June 26, 1884,

CHAP, 123.—An act to provide for the administration of oaths to witnesses in mat-
ters depending in either House of Congress.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That any member of either
House of Congress may administer oaths to witnesses in any matter
depending in either House of Congress of which he is a member, or any
committee thereof.

Approved, June 26, 1884,

CHAP. 126.—An act to grant letter-carriers at free-delivery offices fifteen days’ leave
of absence in each year.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of -the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That all letter-carriers at free-
delivery offices shall be entitled to leave of absence, not to exceed fifteen
days in each year, without loss of pay; and the Postmaster-General is
hereby anthorized to employ, when necessary, during the time such
leave of absence is granted, such number of substitute letter-carriers
as may be deemed advisable, who shall be paid for services rendered
at the rate of six hundred dollars per annum.

Approved, June 27, 1834,

CHAP. 127.—An act to establish a Bureau of Labor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be established
in the Department of the Interior a Bureau of Labor, which shall be
under the charge of a Commissioner of Labor, who shall be appointed by
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