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craft can be worked through it at any and all times ; and the draw-span 
shall be of such width and such height above the water as the Secretary 
of War may prescribe, and the piers of said bridge shall be parallel with 
and the bridge itself at right angles to the current of the river: Pro-
vided also, That said draw shall be opened promptly upon reasonable 
signal for the passing of boats; and said company or corporation shall 
maintain, at its own expense, from sunset till sunrise, such lights or 
other signals on said bridge as the Light-House Board shall prescribe. 
No bridge shall be erected or maintained under the authority of this 
act which shall at any time substantially or materially obstruct the free 
navigation of said river; and if any bridge erected under such author-
ity shall, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, obstruct such naviga-
tion, he is hereby authorized to cause such change or alteration of said 
bridge to be made as will effectually obviate such obstruction ; and all 
such alterations shall be made and all such obstructions be removed at 
the expense of the owner or owners of said bridge; and in case of any 
litigation arising from any obstruction or alleged obstruction to the free 
navigation of said river caused or alleged to be caused by said bridge, 
the cause may be brought in the district court of the United States of 
the State of Alabama in which any portion of said obstruction or bridge 
may be located: Provided further, That nothing in this act shall be so 
construed as to repeal or modify any of the provisions of law now exist-
ing in reference to the protection of the navigation of rivers, or to ex-
empt this bridge from the operation of the same.

Sec . 4. That all railroad companies desiring the use of said bridge 
shall have and be entitled to equal rights and privileges relative to the 
passage of railway trains over the same, and over the approaches thereto, 
upon payment of a reasonable compensation for such use; and in case 
the owner or owners of said bridge and the several railroad companies, 
or any one of them desiring such use, shall fail to agree upon the sum 
or sums to be paid, and upon rules and conditions to which each shall 
conform in using said bridge, all matters at issue between them shall 
be decided by the Secretary of War, upon a hearing of the allegations 
and proofs of the parties. 

Sec . 5. That any bridge authorized to be constructed under this act 
shall be built and located under and subject to such regulations for the 
security of navigation of said river as the Secretary of War shall pre-
scribe; and to secure that object the said company or corporation shall 
submit to the Secretary of War, for his examination and approval, a 
design and drawings of the bridge, and a map of the location, giving, 
for the space of one mile above and one mile below the proposed loca-
tion, topography of the banks of the river, the shore lines at high and 
low water, the direction and strength of the currents at all stages, and 
the soundings, accurately showing the bed of the stream, the location 
of any other bridge or bridges, and shall furnish such other information 
as may be required for a full and satisfactory understanding of the sub-
ject ; and until the said plan and location of the bridge are approved 
by the Secretary of War the bridge shall not be built; and should any 
change be made in the plan of said bridge during the progress of con-
struction, such change shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of War.

Sec . 6. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby 
expressly reserved.

Approved, March 3, 1887.

CHAP. 396.—An act for the retirement and recoinage of the trade-dollar.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for a period of six months 
after the passage of this act, United States trade-dollars, if not defaced, 
mutilated, or stamped, shall be received at the office of the Treasurer,
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or any assistant treasurer of the United States in exchange for a like 
amount, dollar for dollar, of standard silver dollars, or of subsidiary 
coins of the United States.

Sec . 2. That the trade-dollars received by, paid to, or deposited with 
the Treasurer or any assistant treasurer or national depositary of the 
United States shall not be paid out or in any other manner issued, but, 
at the expense of the United States, shall be transmitted to the coinage 
mints and recoined into standard silver dollars or subsidiary coin, at 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, That the 
trade-dollars recoined under this act shall not be counted as part of the 
silver bullion required to be purchased and coined into standard dol-
lars as required by the act of February twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-eight.

Sec . 3. That all laws and parts of laws authorizing the coinage and 
issuance of United States trade-dollars are hereby repealed.

Received by the President, February 19, 1887.

[Note  by  the  Dep art ment  of  State .—The foregoing act hav-
ing been presented to the President of the United States for his ap-
proval, and not having been returned by him to the house of Congress 
in which it originated within the time prescribed by the Constitution of 
the United States, has become a law without his approval.]

CHAP. 397.—An act to amend an act entitled “An act to amend section fifty-three 
hundred and fifty-two of the Revised Statutes of the United States, in reference to 
bigamy, and for other purposes,” approved March twenty-second, eighteen hundred 
and eighty-two.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
State of America in Congress assembled, Sec . 1. That in any proceeding 
or examination before a grand jury, a judge, justice, ora United States 
commissioner, or a court, in any prosecution for bigamy, polygamy, or 
unlawful cohabitation, under any statute of the United States, the lawful 
husband or wife of the person accused shall be a competent witness, 
and may be called, but shall not be compelled to testify in such pro-
ceeding, examination, or prosecution without the consent of the husband 
or wife, as the case may be; and such witness shall not be permitted 
to testify as to any statement or communication made by either husband 
or wife to each other, during the existence of the marriage relation, 
deemed confidential at common law.

Sec . 2. That in any prosecution for bigamy, polygamy, or unlawful 
cohabitation, under any statute of the United States, whether before a 
United States commissioner, justice, judge, a grand jury, or any court, 
an attachment for any Witness may be issued by the court, judge, or 
commissioner, without a previous subpoena, compelling the immediate 
attendance of such witness, when it shall appear by oath or affirmation, 
to the commissioner, justice, judge, or court, as the case may be, that 
there is reasonable ground to believe that such witness will unlawfully 
fail to obey a subpoena issued and served in the usual course in such 
cases; and in such case the usual witness-fee shall be paid to such wit-
ness so attached: Provided, That the person so attached may at any 
time secure his or her discharge from custody by executing a recogni-
zance with sufficient surety, conditioned for the appearance of such 
person at the proper time, as a witness in the cause or proceeding 
wherein the attachment may be issued.

Seo . 3. That whoever commits adultery shall be punished by impris-
onment in the penitentiary not exceeding three years; and when the 
act is committed between a married woman and a man who is unmar-
ried, both parties to such act. shall be deemed guilty of adultery; and
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