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CHAP. 646.—An act in relation to oaths in pension and other cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That any and all 
affidavits and declarations to be hereafter made or used in any pen-
sion or bounty cases, or in claims against the Government for back 
pay or arrears or increase of pension, or for quarterly vouchers, may 
be taken by any officer authorized to administer oaths for general 
purposes in the State, City, or county where said officer resides. If 
such officer has a seal and uses it upon such paper, no certificate of 
a county clerk, or prothonotary, or clerk of a court shall be neces-
sary; but when no seal is used by the officer taking such affidavit, 
then a clerk of a court of record, or a county or city clerk, shall 
affix his official seal thereto, and shall certify to the signature and 
official character of said officer.

Approved, July 1, 1890.

CHAP. 647.—An act to protect trade and commerce against unlawful restraints 
and monopolies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled,

Sec . 1. Every contract, combination in the form of trust or other-
wise, or conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce among the 
several States, or with foreign nations, is hereby declared to be ille-
gal. Every person who shall make any such contract or engage in 
any such combination or conspiracy, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceed-
ing one year, or by both said punishments, in the discretion of the 
court.

Sec . 2. Every person who shall monopolize, or attempt to monop-
olize, or combine or conspire with any other person or persons, to 
monopolize any part of the trade or commerce among the several 
States, or with foreign nations, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine not 
exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding 
one year, or by both said punishments, in the discretion of the court.

Sec . 3. Every contract, combination in form of trust or other-
wise, or conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce in any Terri-
tory of the United States or of the District of Columbia, or in re-
straint of trade or commerce between any such Territory and another, 
or between any such Territory or Territories and any State or States 
or the District of Columbia, or with foreign nations, or between the 
District of Columbia and any State or States or foreign nations, is 
hereby declared illegal. Every person who shall make any such 
contract or engage in any such combination or conspiracy, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall 
be punished by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by impris-
onment not exceeding one year, or by both said punishments, in the 
discretion of the court.

Sec  4. The several circuit courts of the United States are hereby 
invested with jurisdiction to prevent and restrain violations of this 
act; and it shall be the duty of the several district attorneys of 
the United States, in their respective districts, under the direc-
tion of the Attorney-General, to institute proceedings in equity to 
prevent and restrain such violations. Such proceedings may be by 
way of petition setting forth the case and praying that such viola-
tion shall be enjoined or otherwise prohibited. When the parties 
complained of shall have been duly notified of such petition the 
court shall proceed, as soon as may be, to the hearing and determi-
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