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Whereas the projected celebration in said city will include industrial 
and other exhibitions, pageants, athletic games, tournaments, 
parades, conventions, and many other interesting features that 
will attract visitors from all parts of the United States; and

Whereas the citizens’ committee, cooperating with the Illinois Cen-
tennial Commission, created by the Illinois General Assembly, are 
widely advertising the approaching events, with the result that a 
great increase of incoming and outgoing mail matter is anticipated 
at the Springfield post office; and

Whereas the size and importance of the city of Springfield, Illinois, 
and the extensive preparations being made by its citizens, coop-
erating with State organizations created for the purpose of cele-
brating the one hundredth anniversary of the admission of Illinois 
into the Federal Union give to said celebration a national character 
and significance: Therefore be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster General 
of the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to prepare and 
deliver to the postmaster of Springfield, Illinois, a special canceling 
die to be used in the cancellation of mail matter in the post office of 
that city from December first, nineteen hundred and seventeen, to 
December third, nineteen hundred and eighteen, said die to be of 
such design as may be agreed upon by the Postmaster General and 
the Illinois Centennial Commission.

Approved, December 27, 1916.

CHAP. 9.—An Act To provide for stock-raising homesteads, and for other 
purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the 
passage of this Act it shall be lawful for any person qualified to 
make entry under the homestead laws of the United States to make 
a stock-raising homestead entry for not exceeding six hundred and 
forty acres of unappropriated unreserved public land in reasonably 
compact form: Provided, however, That the land so entered shall 
theretofore have been designated by the Secretary of the Interior 
as “stock-raising lands.”

Seo . 2. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized, 
on application or otherwise, to designate as stock-raising lands sub-
ject to entry under this Act lands the surface of which is, in his 
opinion, chiefly valuable for grazing and raising forage crops, do 
not contain merchantable timber, are not susceptible of irrigation 
from any known source of water supply, and are of such character 
that six hundred and forty acres are reasonably required for the 
support of a family: Provided, That where any person qualified to 
make original or additional entry under the provisions of this Act 
shall make application to enter any unappropriated public land 
which has not been designated as subject to entry (provided said 
application is accompanied and supported by properly corroborated 
affidavit of the applicant, in duplicate, showing prima facie that 
the land applied for is of the character contemplated by this Act), 
such application, together with the regular fees and commissions, 
shall be received by the register and receiver of the land district 
in which said land is located and suspended until it shall have been 
determined by the Secretary of the Interior whether said land is 
actually of that character. That during such suspension the land 
described in the application shall not be disposed of; and if the said 
land shall be designated under this Act, then such application shall
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be allowed; otherwise it shall be rejected, subject to appeal; but 
no right to occupy such lands shall be acquired by reason of said 
application until said lands have been designated as stock-raising 
lands.

Sec . 3. That any qualified homestead entryman may make entry 
under the homestead laws of lands so designated by the Secretary 
of the Interior, according to legal subdivisions, in areas not exceed- 

' ing six hundred and forty acres, and in compact form so far as may 
be subject to the provisions of this Act, ana secure title thereto by 
compliance with the terms of the homestead laws: Provided, That a 
former homestead entry of land of the character described in section 
two hereof shall not be a bar to the entry of a tract within a radius 
of twenty miles from such former entry under the provisions of this 
Act, subject to the requirements of law as to residence and im-
provements, which, together with the former entry, shall not exceed 
six hundred and forty acres: Provided further, That the entryman 
shall be required to enter all contiguous areas of the character herein 
described open to entry prior to the entry of any noncontiguous 
land: Provided further, That instead of cultivation as required by 
the homestead laws the entryman shall be required to make perma-
nent improvements upon the land entered before final proof is 
submitted tending to increase the value of the same for stock-raising 
purposes, of the value of not less than $1.25 per acre, and at least 
one-half of such improvements shall be placed upon the land within 
three years after the date of entry thereof.

Sec . 4. That any homestead entryman of lands of the character 
herein described, who has not submitted final proof upon his existing 
entry, shall have the right to enter, subject to the provisions of this 
Act, such amount of contiguous lands designated for entry under the 
provisions of this Act as shall not, together with the amount 
embraced in his original entry, exceed six hundred and forty acres, and 
residence upon the original entry shall be credited on both entries, but 
improvements must be made on the additional entry equal to $1.25 
for each acre thereof.

Sec . 5. That persons who have submitted final proof upon, or 
received patent for, lands of the character herein described under the 
homestead laws, and who own and reside upon the land so acquired, 
may, subject to the provisions of this Act, make additional entry for 
and obtain patent to contiguous lands designated for entry under the 
provisions of this Act, which, together with the area theretofore 
acquired under the homestead law, shall not exceed six hundred and 
forty acres, on proof of the expenditure required by this Act on 
account of permanent improvements upon the additional entry.

Sec . 6. That any person who is the head of a family, or who has 
arrived at the age of twenty-one years and is a citizen of the United 
States, who has entered or acquired under the homestead laws, prior 
to the passage of this Act, lands of the character described in this 
Act, the area of which is less than six hundred and forty acres, and 
who is unable to exercise the right of additional entry herein con-
ferred because no lands subject to entry under this Act adjoin the 
tract so entered or acquired or he within the twenty mile limit 
provided for in this Act, may, upon submitting proof that he resides 
upon and has not sold the land so entered or acquired and against 
which land there are no encumbrances, relinquish or reconvey to the 
United States the land so occupied, entered, or acquired, ana in lieu 
thereof, within the same land-office district, may enter and acquire 
title to six hundred and forty acres of the land subject to entry under 
this Act, but must show compliance with all the provisions of this 
Act respecting the new entry and with all the provisions of existing 
homestead laws except as modified herein.
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Sec . 7. That the commutation provisions of the homestead laws 
shall not apply to any entries made under this Act.

Sec . 8. That any homestead entrymen or patentees who shall be 
entitled to additional entry under this Act shall have, for ninety days 
after the designation of lands subject to entry under the provisions 
of this Act and contiguous to those entered or owned and occupied 
by him, the preferential right to make additional entry as provided 
in this Act: Provided, That where such lands contiguous to the lands 
of two or more entrymen or patentees entitled to additional entries 
under this section are not sufficient in area to enable such entrymen 
to secure by additional entry the maximum amounts to which they 
are entitled, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to make an 
equitable division of the lands among the several entrymen or pat-
entees, applying to exercise preferential rights, such division to be in 
tracts of not less than forty acres, or other legal subdivision, and so 
made as to equalize as nearly as possible the area which such entry-
men and patentees will acquire by adding the tracts embraced in 
additional entries to the lands originally held or owned by them: 
Provided further, That where but one such tract of vacant land may 
adjoin the lands of two or more entrymen or patentees entitled to 
exercise preferential right hereunder, the tract in question may be 
entered by the person who first submits to the local land office his 
application to exercise said preferential right.

Sec . 9. That all entries made and patents issued under the pro-
visions of this Act shall be subject to and contain a reservation to 
the United States of all the coal and other minerals in the lands so 
entered and patented, together with the right to prospect for, mine, 
and remove the same. The coal and other mineral deposits in such 
lands shall be subject to disposal by the United States in accordance 
with the provisions of the coal and mineral land laws in force at the 
time of such disposal. Any person qualified to locate and enter the 
coal or other mineral deposits, or having the right to mine and remove 
the same under the laws of the United States, shall have the right 
at all times to enter upon the lands entered or patented, as provided 
by this Act, for the purpose of prospecting for coal or other mineral 
therein, provided he shall not injure, damage, or destroy the perma-
nent improvements of the entryman or patentee, and shall be liable 
to and snail compensate the entryman or patentee for all damages to 
the crops on such lands by reason of such prospecting. Any person 
who has acquired from the United States the coal or other mineral 
deposits in any such land, or the right to mine and remove the same, 
may reenter and occupy so much of the surface thereof as may be 
required for all purposes reasonably incident to the mining or removal 
of the coal or other minerals, first, upon securing the written consent 
or waiver of the homestead entryman or patentee; second, upon pay-
ment of the damages to crops or other tangible improvements to the 
owner thereof, where agreement may be had as to the amount thereof; 
or, third, in lieu of either of the foregoing provisions, upon the execu-
tion of a good and sufficient bond or undertaking to the United States 
for the use and benefit of the entryman or owner of the land, to secure 
the payment of such damages to the crops or tangible improvements 
of the entryman or owner, as may be determined and fixed in an action 
brought upon the bond or undertaking in a court of competent juris-
diction against the principal and sureties thereon, such bond or under-
taking to be in form and in accordance with rules and regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior and to be filed with and 
approved by the register and receiver of the local land office of the 
district wherein the land is situate, subject to appeal to the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office: Provided, That all patents issued 
for the coal or other mineral deposits herein reserved shall contain
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appropriate notations declaring them to be subject to the provisions 
of this Act with reference to the disposition, occupancy, and use of 
the land as permitted to an entryman under this Act.

Sec . 10. That lands containing water holes or other bodies of water 
needed or used by the public for watering purposes shall not be desig-
nated under this Act but may be reserved under the provisions of the 
Act of June twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and ten, and such lands 
heretofore or hereafter reserved shall, while so reserved, be kept and 
held open to the public use for such purposes under such general 
rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe: 
Provided, That the Secretary may, in his discretion, also withdraw 
from entry lands necessary to insure access by the public to water-
ing places reserved hereunder and needed for use in the movement 
of stock to summer and winter ranges or to shipping points, and 
may prescribe such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the 
proper administration and use of such lands: Provided further, That 
such driveways shall not be of greater number or width than shall be 
clearly necessary for the purpose proposed and in no event shall be 
more than one mile in width for a driveway less than twenty miles 
in length, not more than two miles in width for driveways over 
twenty and not more than thirty-five miles in length and not over 
five miles in width for driveways over thirty-five miles in length: 
Provided further, That all stock so transported over such driveways 
shall be moved an average of not less than three miles per day for 
sheep and goats and an average of not less than six miles per day 
for cattle and horses.

Sec . 11. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to 
make all necessary rules and regulations in harmony with the pro-
visions and purposes of this Act for the purpose of carrying the same 
into effect.

Approved, December 29, 1916.

CHAP. 10.—An Act Providing for the taxation of the lands of the Winnebago 
Indians and the Omaha Indians in the State of Nebraska.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all of the lands in the 
State of Nebraska belonging to the members of the tribe of Winne-
bago Indians held under trust patents of allotments, and upon 
which the twenty-five-year trust period shall have expired, or shall 
expire, and which trust period shall have been or shall be extended 
as provided by law, shall be, and the same are hereby, made subject 
to appraisement and assessment for the purposes of taxation and 
subject to taxation for local, school district, road district, county, 
and State purposes, as provided by the laws of the State of Nebraska 
now in force or to be hereafter enacted.

Sec . 2. That all of the lands in the State of Nebraska belonging 
to the members of the tribe of Omaha Indians now held under trust 
patents of allotments issued in eighteen hundred and eighty-five 
or subsequent thereto, and upon which the twenty-five-year trust 
period shall have expired, and which trust period shall have been 
extended, as provided by law, shall be, ana the same are hereby, 
made subject to appraisement and assessment for the purposes of 
taxation and subject to taxation for local, school district, road district, 
county, and State purposes, as provided by the laws of the State of Ne-
braska now in force or to be hereafter enacted: Provided, That any of 
the lands described in section one and section two of this Act,so long as 
the same shall be held under trust patents, shall not be subject to levy 
and tax sale, as provided under the laws of the State of Nebraska for
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