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CHAP. 141.—An Act Granting the consent of Congress to the County of Pearl 
River, Mississippi, and the fourth ward of the Parish of Washington, Louisiana, to 
construct a bridge across Pearl River, between Pearl River County, Mississippi, and 
Washington Parish, Louisiana.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the consent of 
Congress is hereby granted to the county of Pearl River, Mississippi, 
and the fourth ward of the parish of Washington, State of Louisiana, 
and their successors and assigns, to construct, maintain, and operate 
a bridge and approaches thereto across the Pearl River at a point 
suitable to the interests of navigation, at or near the fourth ward 
of the parish of Washington, State of Louisiana, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act entitled “An Act to regulate the construc-
tion of bridges over navigable waters,” approved March twenty- 
third, nineteen hundred and six.

Sec . 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby 
expressly reserved.

Approved, February 27, 1917.

CHAP. 144.—An Act To provide for the control of the floods of the Mississippi 
River and of the Sacramento River, California, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That for controlling the floods 
of the Mississippi River and continuing its improvement from the 
Head of the Passes to the mouth of the Ohio River the Secretary of 
War is hereby empowered, authorized, and directed to carry on con-
tinuously, by hired labor or otherwise, the plans of the Mississippi 
River Commission heretofore or hereafter adopted, to be paid for 
as appropriations may from time to time be made by law, not to ex-
ceed in the aggregate $45,000,000: Provided, That not more than 
$10,000,000 shall be expended therefor during any one fiscal year.

(a) All money appropriated under authority of this section shall be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of War in accordance 
with the plans, specifications, and recommendations of the Mississippi 
River Commission as approved by the Chief of Engineers, for con-
trolling the floods and for the general improvement of the Mississippi 
River, and for surveys, including the survey from the Head of the Passes 
to the headwaters of the river, and a survey of the Atchafalaya 
Outlet so far as may be necessary to determine the cost of protecting 
its basin from the flood waters of the Mississippi River either by its 
divorcement from the Mississippi River or by other means, and for 
salaries, clerical, office, traveling, and miscellaneous expenses of the 
Mississippi River Commission.

(b) That no money appropriated under authority of this section 
shall be expended in the construction or repair of any levee unless and 
until assurances have been given satisfactory to the commission that 
local interests protected thereby will contribute for such construction 
and repair a sum which the commission shall determine to be just and 
equitable but which shall not be less than one-half of such sum as may 
have been allotted by the commission for such work: Provided, That 
such contributions shall be expended under the direction of the com-
mission, or in such manner as it may require or approve, but no con-
tribution made by any State or levee district shall be expended in 
any other State or levee district except with the approval of the 
authorities of the State or district so contributing.

(c) Any funds which may hereafter be appropriated under author-
ity of this Act for improving the Mississippi River between the Head 
of the Passes and the mouth of the Ohio River, and which may be
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