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States, for the purpose of having such communication delivered by 
the post-office establishment of such foreign country to the post-office 
establishment of the United States and by it delivered to such 
addressee in the United States, and as a result thereof such com-
munication is delivered by the post-office establishment of such 
foreign country to the post-office establishment of the United States 
and by it delivered to the address to which it is directed in the 
United States, then such person shall be punished in the same manner 
and to the same extent as provided in section 1 of this Act: Provided, 
That any person violating this section may be prosecuted either in the 
district into which such letter or other communication was carried 
by the United States mail for delivery according to the direction 
thereon, or in which it was caused to be delivered by the United 
States mail to the person to whom it was addressed.

Approved, July 8, 1932.

[CHAPTER 465.]
AN ACT

To control the possession, sale, transfer, and use of pistols and other dangerous 
weapons in the District of Columbia, to provide penalties, to prescribe rules of 
evidence, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled,

DEFINITIONS

Secti on  1. “ Pistol,” as used in this Act, means any firearm with 
a barrel less than twelve inches in length.

“ Sawed-off shotgun,” as used in this Act, means any shotgun with 
a barrel less than twenty inches in length.

“ Machine gun,” as used in this Act, means any firearm which 
shoots automatically or semiautomatically more than twelve shots 
without reloading.

“ Person,” as used in this Act, includes, individual, firm, association, 
or corporation.

“ Sell ” and “ purchase ” and the various derivatives of such words, 
as used in this Act, shall be construed to include letting on hire, 
giving, lending, borrowing, and otherwise transferring.

“ Crime of violence ” as used in this Act, means any of the following 
crimes, or an attempt to commit any of the same, namely: Murder, 
manslaughter, rape, mayhem, maliciously disfiguring another, abduc-
tion, kidnaping, burglary, housebreaking, larceny, any assault with 
intent to kill, commit rape, or robbery, assault with a dangerous 
weapon, or assault with intent to commit any offense punishable by 
imprisonment in the penitentiary.

COMMITTING CRIME WHEN ARMED

Sec . 2. If any person shall commit a crime of violence in the 
District of Columbia when armed with or having readily available 
any pistol or other firearm, he may, in addition to the punishment 
provided for the crime, be punished by imprisonment for a term of 
not more than five years; upon a second conviction for a crime of 
violence so committed he may, in addition to the punishment pro-
vided for the crime, be punished by imprisonment for a term of not 
more than ten years; upon a third conviction for a crime of violence 
so committed he may, in addition to the punishment provided for the
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crime, be punished by imprisonment for a term of not more than 
fifteen years; upon a fourth or subsequent conviction for a crime of 
violence so committed he may, in addition to the punishment provided 
for the crime, be punished by imprisonment for an additional period 
of not more than thirty years.

PERSONS FORBIDDEN TO POSSESS CERTAIN FIREARMS
Sec . 3. No person who has been convicted in the District of Colum-

bia or elsewhere of a crime of violence shall own or have in his 
possession a pistol, within the District of Columbia.

CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPONS
Sec . 4. No person shall within the District of Columbia carry 

concealed on or about his person, except in his dwelling house or place 
of business or on other land possessed by him, a pistol, without a 
license therefor issued as hereinafter provided, or any deadly or 
dangerous weapon.

EXCEPTIONS
Sec . 5. The provisions of the preceding section shall not apply to 

marshals, sheriffs, prison or jail wardens, or their deputies, policemen 
or other duly appointed law-enforcement officers, or to members of 
the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States or of the 
National Guard or Organized Reserves when on duty, or to the 
regularly enrolled members of any organization duly authorized to 
purchase or receive such weapons from the United States, provided 
such members are at or are going to or from their places of assembly 
or target practice, or to officers or employees of the United States 
duly authorized to carry a concealed pistol, or to any person engaged 
in the business of manufacturing, repairing, or dealing in firearms, 
or the agent or representative of any such person having in his 
possession, using, or carrying a pistol in the usual or ordinary course 
of such business or to any person while carrying a pistol unloaded 
and in a secure wrapper from the place of purchase to his home or 
place of business or to a place of repair or back to his home or place 
of business or in moving goods from one place of abode or business to 
another.

ISSUE OF LICENSES TO CARRY
Sec . 6. The superintendent of police of the District of Columbia 

may, upon the application of any person having a bona fide residence 
or place of business within the District of Columbia or of any person 
having a bona fide residence or place of business within the United 
States and a license to carry a pistol concealed upon his person issued 
by the lawful authorities of any State or subdivision of the United 
States, issue a license to such person to carry a pistol within the 
District of Columbia for not more than one year from date of issue, 
if it appears that the applicant has good reason to fear injury to his 
person or property or has any other proper reason for carrying a 
pistol and that he is a suitable person to be so licensed. The license 
shall be in duplicate, in form to be prescribed by the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia and shall bear the name, address, descrip-
tion, photograph, and signature of the licensee and the reason given 
for desiring a license. The original thereof shall be delivered to the 
licensee, and the duplicate shall be retained by the superintendent 
of police of the District of Columbia and preserved in his office for 
six years.
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SELLING TO MINORS AND OTHERS

Sec . 7. No person shall within the District of Columbia sell any 
pistol to a person who he has reasonable cause to believe is not of 
sound mind, or is a drug addict, or is a person who has been convicted 
in the District of Columbia or elsewhere of a crime of violence or, 
except when the relation of parent and child or guardian and ward 
exists, is under the age of eighteen years.

TRANSFERS REGULATED

Sec . 8. No seller shall within the District of Columbia deliver 
a pistol to the purchaser thereof until forty-eight hours shall have 
elapsed from the time of the application for the purchase thereof, 
except in the case of sales to marshals, sheriffs, prison or jail wardens 
or their deputies, policemen, or other duly appointed law-enforce-
ment officers, and, when delivered, said pistol shall be securely wrap-
ped and shall be unloaded. At the time of applying for the purchase 
of a pistol the purchaser shall sign in duplicate and deliver to the 
seller a statement containing his full name, address, occupation, color, 
place of birth, the date and hour of application, the caliber, make, 
model, and manufacturer’s number of the pistol to be purchased 
and a statement that he has never been convicted in the District of 
Columbia or elsewhere of a crime of violence. The seller shall, within 
six hours after such application, sign and attach his address and 
deliver one copy to such person or persons as the superintendent of 
police of the District of Columbia may designate, and shall retain the 
other copy for six years. No machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, or 
blackjack shall be sold to any person other than the persons desig-
nated in section 14 hereof as entitled to possess the same, and then 
only after permission to make such sale has been obtained from the 
superintendent of police of the District of Columbia. This section 
shall not apply to sales at wholesale to licensed dealers.

DEALERS TO BE LICENSED

Sec . 9. No  retail dealer shall within the District of Columbia sell 
or expose for sale or have in his possession with intent to sell, any 
pistol, machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, or blackjack without being 
licensed as hereinafter provided. No wholesale dealer shall, within 
the District of Columbia, sell, or have in his possession with intent 
to sell, to any person other than a licensed dealer, any pistol, machine 
gun, sawed-ofi shotgun, or blackjack.

DEALERS’ LICENSES, BY WHOM GRANTED AND CONDITIONS THEREOF

Sec . 10. The Commissioners of the District of Columbia may, in 
their discretion, grant licenses and may prescribe the form thereof, 
effective for not more than one year from date of issue, permitting 
the licensee to sell pistols, machine guns, sawed-off shotguns, and 
blackjacks at retail within the District of Columbia subject to the 
following conditions in addition to those specified in section 9 hereof, 
for breach of any of which the license shall be subject to forfeiture 
and the licensee subject to punishment as provided in this Act.

1. The business shall be carried on only in the building designated 
in the license.

2. The license or a copy thereof, certified by the issuing authority, 
shall be displayed on the premises where it can be easily read.
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3. No pistol shall be sold (a) if the seller has reasonable cause to 
believe that the purchaser is not of sound mind or is a drug addict 
or has been convicted in the District of Columbia or elsewhere of a 
crime of violence or is under the age of eighteen years, and (b) 
unless the purchaser is personally known to the seller or shall present 
clear evidence of his identity. No machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, 
or blackjack shall be sold to any person other than the persons 
designated in section 14 hereof as entitled to possess the same, and 
then only after permission to make such sale has been obtained 
from the superintendent of police of the District of Columbia.

4. A true record shall be made in a book kept for the purpose, 
the form of which may be prescribed by the Commissioners, of all 
pistols, machine guns, and sawed-off shotguns in the possession of 
the licensee, which said record shall contain the date of purchase, the 
caliber, make, model, and manufacturer’s number of the weapon, 
to which shall be added, when sold, the date of sale.

5. A true record in duplicate shall be made of every pistol, 
machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, and blackjack sold, said record to 
be made in a book kept for the purpose, the form of which may be 
prescribed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia and 
shall be personally signed by the purchaser and by the person effect-
ing the sale, each in the presence of the other and shall contain the 
date of sale, the name, address, occupation, color, and place of birth 
of the purchaser, and, so far as applicable, the caliber, make, model, 
and manufacturer’s number of the weapon, and a statement signed 
by the purchaser that he has never been convicted in the District of 
Columbia or elsewhere of a crime of violence. One copy of said 
record shall, within seven days, be forwarded by mail to the superin-
tendent of police of the District of Columbia and the other copy 
retained by the seller for six years.

6. No pistol or imitation thereof or placard advertising the sale 
thereof shall be displayed in any part of said premises where it can 
readily be seen from the outside. No license to sell at retail shall 
be granted to anyone except as provided in this section.

FALSE INFORMATION FORBIDDEN
Sec . 11. No person, shall, in purchasing a pistol or in applying 

for a license to carry the same, or in purchasing a machine gun, 
sawed-off shotgun, or blackjack within the District of Columbia, 
give false information or offer false evidence of his identity.

ALTERATION OF IDENTIFYING MARKS PROHIBITED
Sec . 12. No person shall within the District of Columbia change, 

alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the maker, model, manu-
facturer’s number, or other mark or identification on any pistol, 
machine gun, or sawed-off shotgun. Possession of any pistol, 
machine gun, or sawed-off shotgun upon which any such mark shall 
have been changed, altered, removed, or obliterated shall be prima 
facie evidence that the possessor has changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated the same within the District of Columbia: Provided, 
however, That nothing contained in this section shall apply to any 
officer, or agent of any of the departments of the United States or 
the District of Columbia engaged in experimental work.

EXCEPTIONS
Sec . 13. This Act shall not apply to toy or antique pistols unsuit-

able for use as firearms.
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POSSESSION OF CERTAIN DANGEROUS WEAPONS
Sec . 14. No person shall within the District of Columbia possess any 

machine gun, sawed-off shotgun, or any instrument or weapon of the 
kind commonly known as a blackjack, slung shot, sand club, sandbag, 
or metal knuckles, nor any instrument, attachment, or appliance for 
causing the firing of any firearm to be silent or intended to lessen or 
muffle the noise of the firing of any firearms: Provided, however, 
That machine guns, or sawed-off shotguns, and blackjacks may be 
possessed by the members of the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of 
the United States, the National Guard, or Organized Reserves when 
on duty, the Post Office Department or its employees when on duty, 
marshals, sheriffs, prison or jail wardens, or their deputies, policemen, 
or other duly appointed law-enforcement officers, officers or employees 
of the United States duly authorized to carry such weapons, banking 
institutions, public carriers who are engaged in the business of trans-
porting mail, money, securities, or other valuables, wholesale dealers 
and retail dealers licensed under section 10 of this Act.

PENALTIES
Sec . 15. Any violation of any provision of this Act for which no 

penalty is specifically provided shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than $1,000 or imprisonment for not more than one year, or 
both.

co nsti tu ti on al it y

Sec . 16. If any part of this Act is for any reason declared void, 
such invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
of this Act.

CERTAIN ACTS REPEALED
Sec . 17. The following sections of the Code of Law for the District 

of Columbia, 1919, namely, sections 855, 856, and 857, and all other 
Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

Approved, July 8, 1932.

[CHAPTER 466.]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Making an appropriation to provide transportation to their homes for veterans 
of the World War temporarily quartered in the District of Columbia.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That to enable the Admin-
istrator of Veterans’ Affairs, upon the request of any honorably 
discharged veteran of the World War, temporarily quartered in the 
District of Columbia, who is desirous of returning to his home, to 
provide such veteran with railroad transportation thereto prior to 
July 15, 1932, together with travel subsistence at the rate of 75 cents 
per day, there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $100,000: Provided, 
That all amounts expended under this appropriation in behalf of any 
veteran shall constitute a loan without interest which, if not repaid 
to the United States, shall be deducted from any amounts payable 
to such veteran on his adjusted-service certificate.

Approved, July 8, 1932.
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