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out of the fund created by said deposits; shall not be subject to for-
feiture by sentence of court-martial, but shall be forfeited by deser-
tion; and shall be exempt from liability for such soldier’s debts: 
Provided, That the Government shall be liable for the amount 
deposited to the person so depositing the same.”

Sec . 2. Section 1306, Revised Statutes, as amended, is hereby fur-
ther amended to read as follows: “For any sums not less than $5 so 
deposited for the period of six months, or longer, the soldier, on his 
final discharge or at such time or times prior thereto as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary of War, shall be paid interest at the rate 
of 4 per centum per annum.”

Sec . 3. The amendments herein provided shall be effective during 
the present war and for a period of one year thereafter.

Approved, December 18, 1942.
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[CHAPTER 766]
AN ACT

To provide for the settlement of certain claims of the Government of the United 
States on behalf of American nationals against the Government of Mexico.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may 
be cited as the “Settlement of Mexican Claims Act of 1942”.

Sec . 2. (a) There is hereby established a commission to be known 
as the American Mexican Claims Commission (hereinafter referred 
to as the “Commission”) and to be composed of three persons to be 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. Each member of the Commission shall receive a salary 
at the rate of $10,000 a year. One of such members shall be desig-
nated by the President as Chairman of the Commission.. Two mem-
bers of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business. Any vacancy that may occur in the membership of the 
Commission shall be filled in the same manner as in the case of an 
original appointment.

(b) The Commission may, without regard to the civil-service laws, 
employ a secretary, and such legal, clerical, and technical assistants 
as may be necessary to carry out its functions under this Act, and 
shall fix their compensation without regard to the Classification Act 
of 1923, as amended.

(c) The Commission is authorized to make such rules and regula-
tions as may be necessary to carry out its functions under this Act.

(d) The authority of the Commission under this Act, and the terms 
of office of its members, shall terminate at the expiration of two years 
after the date on which a majority of its members first appointed 
take office, but the President may by Executive order fix an earlier 
termination date. Upon the termination of the authority of the Com-
mission, all books, records, documents, and other papers in the posses-
sion of the Commission shall be deposited with the Department of 
State.

Sec . 3. (a) The Commission shall have authority to examine and 
render final decisions in the following categories of claims on behalf 
of American nationals against the Government of Mexico—

(1) Agrarian claims which arose between January 1, 1927, and 
August 30, 1927, inclusive, and which were not filed with the General 
Claims Commission established pursuant to the Convention between 
the United States and Mexico signed September 8, 1923 (43 Stat.

(2) Agrarian claims which are predicated upon provisional expro-
priation decrees signed between August 31, 1927, and December 1, 
1938, inclusive, but not published prior to December 1, 1938, and
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which were not filed with the Agrarian Claims Commission estab-
lished pursuant to the agreement between the United States and 
Mexico effected by exchange of notes signed on November 9 and 
November 12, 1938, respectively (hereinafter referred to as the 
Agrarian Claims Agreement of 1938) ;

(3) Agrarian claims which arose between December 1, 1938, and 
October 6, 1940, inclusive, and which were not filed with the Agrarian 
Claims Commission on or before July 31, 1939;

(4) All other claims which arose between January 1, 1927, and 
October 6, 1940, inclusive, and which involve international responsi-
bility of the Government of Mexico as a consequence of damage to, or 
loss or destruction of, or wrongful interference with, property of 
American nationals; except (A) claims predicated upon acts of Mexi-
can authorities in relation to petroleum properties; and (B) claims 
which were not filed with the General Claims Commission prior to 
August 31, 1927, and which are predicated upon default of payment 
of the principal or interest on bonds issued or guaranteed by the 
Government of Mexico;

(5) Claims or parts of claims which were filed with the General 
Claims Commission, and also with the Special Claims Commission, 
established pursuant to the Convention between the United States 
and Mexico signed September 10, 1923 (43 Stat. 1722), and with 
respect to which no final determination on the merits has been made; 
and

(6) Any claim in which a decision was not rendered by the General 
Claims Commission in conformity with the rules of procedure adopted 
by such Commission.

(b) All claims in the categories specified in subsection (a) may be 
presented for any losses or damages suffered by American nationals 
by reason of losses or damages suffered by any foreign corporation, 
company, association, or partnership in which such nationals have, or 
have had, a substantial and bona fide interest: Provided, That in all 
such cases the claimant shall present to the Commission either an 
allotment to him by the corporation, company, association, or partner-
ship of his proportionate share of the loss or damage suffered, or other 
evidence thereof which is satisfactory to the Commission.

(c) All decisions by the Commission with respect to the claims in 
the categories specified in subsection (a) shall be based upon such 
evidence and written legal contentions as may be presented within such 
period as may be prescribed therefor by the Commission, and upon the 
results of such independent investigation with respect to such claims 
as the Commission may deem it advisable to make; except that with 
respect to any claim referred to in paragraph (6) of subsection (a), 
the Commission shall decide the case upon the basis of the record 
before the General Claims Commission.

Sec . 4. (a) The Commission shall also have authority, within its 
discretion, as hereinafter provided to examine and render final deci-
sions (1) in those cases in which the two Commissioners designated by 
the United States and Mexico, respectively, pursuant to the General 
Claims Protocol between the United States and Mexico signed April 
24, 1934 (48 Stat. 1844), failed to reach agreements and the Commis-
sioner so designated by the United States made appraisals,, and (2) in 
those cases in which appraisals were made by the Commissioner desig-
nated by the United States pursuant to the Agrarian Claims Agree-
ment of 1938.

(b) In connection with such cases, the Commission shall, as soon as 
practicable, notify each claimant, or his attorney, by registered mail to 
his last-known address, of the appraisals so made. Within a period 
of thirty days after the mailing of such notice, the claimant shall 
notify the Commission in writing whether the appraisal so made is
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accepted as final and binding, or whether a petition for review will 
be filed as provided in subsection (c). If the claimant fails to so 
notify the Commission in writing within such period, or if the Com-
mission is notified within such period of the final acceptance of such 
appraisal, it shall, at the expiration of such period, enter an award 
on the basis of such appraisal and certify such award to the Secre-
tary of the Treasury.

(c) In any case in which the Commission is so notified in writing 
that a petition for review will be filed, the Commission shall pre-
scribe a reasonable period, which may be extended in the discretion 
of the Commission, within which such petition, together with written 
legal contentions in support thereof, shall be filed. If no petition 
for review is filed within the period or any extension thereof pre-
scribed by the Commission, it shall enter an award on the basis of 
the appraisal in such case and certify such award to the Secretary 
of the Treasury.

(d) In any case in which a petition for review is filed within the 
period prescribed in subsection (c), the Commission shall, if it de-
termines to review such case, decide the case upon the basis of (1) the 
record before the Commissioner at the time his appraisal in such case 
was made, and (2) the written legal contentions filed with such 
petition or in connection therewith: Provided, That the Commission 
may, in its discretion, receive and consider additional evidence with 
respect to any claim in which it is established to the satisfaction of 
the Commission that it was impossible for either the claimant or his 
attorney, despite the exercise of due diligence, to obtain and file such 
evidence within any period prescribed for such filing by or in accord-
ance with the applicable agreements between the Government of the 
United States and the Government of Mexico, or by or in accordance 
with the applicable rules adopted pursuant to such agreements.

Sec . 5. (a) All claims decided by the Commission shall be decided 
in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Convention of 
September 8, 1923, the Convention of September 10, 1923, or the 
Agrarian Claims Agreement of 1938, as the case may be; and all 
claims decided by the Commission which are not within the purview 
of either of such Conventions or such Agreement shall be decided in 
accordance with the applicable principles of international law, justice, 
and equity.

(b) Each decision by the Commission pursuant to this Act shall be 
by majority vote, shall state the reasons for such decision, and shall 
constitute a full and final disposition of the case in which the decision 
is rendered.

(c) In connection with any claim decided by the Commission pur-
suant to this Act in which an award is made, the Commission may, 
upon the written request of the claimant or any attorney heretofore 
or hereafter employed by such claimant, determine and apportion the 
just and reasonable attorneys’ fees for services rendered with respect 
to such claim, but the total amount of the fees so determined in any 
case shall not exceed 10 per centum of the amount of the award, unless 
in special circumstances the Commission shall find that a larger fee 
is just and reasonable. Any fees so determined shall be entered as a 
part of such award, and payment thereof shall be made by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury. Any person who accepts any compensation for 
services rendered with respect to such claim which, wdien added to 
any amount previously received on account of such services, will 
exceed the amount of fees so determined by the Commission, shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than $1,000.
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(d) The Commission shall, upon the completion of its work, cer-
tify in duplicate to the Secretary of State and to the Secretary of the 
Treasury the following—

(1) A list of all claims disallowed;
(2) A list of all claims allowed, in whole or in part (together with 

the amount of each claim and the amount awarded thereon) which 
have not been previously certified under section 4 (b) or 4 (c); and

(3) A copy of the decision rendered in each case.
Seo . 6. (a) For the purposes of this Act, the following determina-

tions heretofore made with respect to claims on behalf of American 
nationals against the Government of Mexico shall be regarded as final 
and binding—

(1) Decisions rendered by the General Claims Commission, except 
in the cases referred to in paragraph (6) of section 3 (a) of this Act;

(2) Appraisals agreed upon by the Commissioners designated by 
the Governments of the United States and Mexico, respectively, pur-
suant to the General Claims Protocol between the United States and 
Mexico signed April 24,1934 (48 Stat. 1844);

(3) Appraisals made by the Commissioner designated by the Gov-
ernment of the United States in those cases in which the two Com-
missioners designated pursuant to said Protocol failed to agree upon 
appraisals, except where such appraisals are reviewed by the Com-
mission pursuant to section 4; and

(4) Appraisals made by the Commissioner designated by the Gov-
ernment of the United States pursuant to the Agrarian Claims Agree-
ment of 1938, except where such appraisals are reviewed by the 
Commission pursuant to section 4.

(b) The Secretary of State shall, as soon as possible, certify to the 
Secretary of the Treasury lists of the awards and appraisals made in 
favor of American nationals in the cases referred to in paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of subsection (a).

Sec . 7. For the purposes of this Act, appraisals made in favor of 
American nationals in terms of Mexican currency shall be converted 
into currency of the United States at the exchange rate of $0.4985, 
and in any case in which an award or appraisal made in favor of an 
American national bears interest, such interest shall be simple interest 
computed at 6 per centum per annum and shall run from the date 
specified in such award or appraisal to November 19, 1941.

Sec . 8. (a) There is hereby created in the Treasury of the United 
States a special fund to be known as the “Mexican Claims Fund”, 
hereinafter called the “fund”. All payments authorized under section 
9 of this Act shall be disbursed from the fund, and all amounts covered 
into the Treasury to the credit of the fund, less the amount of the 
deduction provided for in section 10 (b), are hereby permanently 
appropriated for the making of the payments authorized by such 
section.

(b) The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed to 
cover into the fund—

(1) the sum of $3,000,000, representing the total amount of 
payments heretofore made by the Government of Mexico under 
the Agrarian Claims Agreement of 1938;

(2) the sum of $3,000,000 which was paid by the Government 
of Mexico upon exchange of ratifications of the Convention 
signed November 19, 1941;

(3) such other sums as are paid by the Government of Mexico 
pursuant to the provisions of the said Convention; and

(4) the sum of $533,658.95, which is hereby authorized to be 
appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
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appropriated, and which represents the total amount of awards 
and appraisals, plus interest, made with respect to the claims 
on behalf of Mexican nationals against the Government of the 
United States which were filed with the General Claims Com-
mission.

(c) The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed, out of 
the sums covered into the fund pursuant to subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, and after making the deduction provided for in section 10 (b), 
to make payments on account of awards and appraisals certified pur-
suant to sections 4 (b), 4 (c), and 6 (b) of this Act, of an amount 
not to exceed 30 per centum of the award or appraisal in each case, 
exclusive of interest.

(d) The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized and directed, to the 
extent that it may be possible to do so out of the sums covered into the 
fund pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, and after making the 
deduction provided for in section 10 (b) —

(1) to make similar payments of not to exceed 30 per centum 
on account of the principal amount of the awards certified pur-
suant to section 5 (d) of this Act.

(2) after completing the payments prescribed by paragraph 
(1) of this subsection, to make payments, from time to time and 
in ratable proportions, on account of all awards and appraisals 
certified pursuant to the provisions of this Act, according to the 
proportions which the respective awards and appraisals, exclu-
sive of interest, bear to the total amount in the fund available 
for distribution at the time such payments are made; and

(3) after payment has been made of the principal amounts of 
all such awards and appraisals, to make pro rata payments on 
account of accrued interest on such awards and appraisals as 
bear interest.

Sec . 9. (a) Subject to the limitations hereinafter provided, pay-
ments pursuant to section 8 of this Act, the Act approved April 10, 
1935 (49 Stat. 149), and the joint resolution approved August 25, 1937 
(50 Stat. 783), and applications for such payments, shall be made in 
accordance with such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe.

(b) Such payments shall be made only to the person or persons 
on behalf of whom the award or appraisal is made, except that—

(1) if such person is deceased or is under a legal disability, 
payment shall be made to his legal representative: Provided, That 
if the amount to be disbursed at any one time is not over $500 and 
there is no qualified executor or administrator, payment may be 
made to the person or persons found by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to be entitled thereto, without the necessity of compli-
ance with the requirements of law with respect to the administra-
tion of estates;

(2) if an award or appraisal is made to the estate of a deceased 
person, and if there has been no administration of such person’s 
estate, or if the administration of such person’s estate has been 
terminated, payment may be made to the person or persons found 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to be entitled thereto;

(3) in the case of a partnership or corporation, the existence of 
which has been terminated and on behalf of which an award or 
appraisal is made, payment shall be made, except as provided in 
paragraphs (4) and (5), to the person or persons found by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to be entitled thereto;

(4) if a receiver or trustee for any such partnership or corpora-
tion has been duly appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction 
in the United States and has not been discharged prior to the 



106356 Stat .] 77th  CONG., 2d  SESS.—CH. 766—DEC. 18, 1942

date of payment, payment shall be made to such receiver or 
trustee or in accordance with the order of the court;

(5) if a receiver or trustee for any such partnership or corpora-
tion, duly appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction in the 
United States, makes an assignment of the claim, or any part 
thereof, with respect to which an award or appraisal is made, or 
makes an assignment of such award or appraisal, or any part 
thereof, payment shall be made to the assignee, as his interest 
may appear; and

(6) In the case of an assignment of an award or an appraisal, 
or any part thereof, which is made in writing and duly acknowl-
edged and filed, after such award or appraisal is certified to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, payment may, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, be made to the assignee, as his interest 
may appear.

(c) Whenever the Secretary of the Treasury shall find that any 
person is entitled to any such payment, such finding shall be an abso-
lute bar to recovery by any other person against the United States, 
its officers, agents, or employees with respect to such payment.

(d) Any person who makes application for any such payment shall 
be held to have consented to all the provisions of this Act.

(e) The decisions of the Secretary of the Treasury in making such 
payments shall be final and conclusive and shall not be subject to 
review by any other officer of the Government.

(f) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as the assumption of any 
liability by the United States for the payment or satisfaction, in 
whole or in part, of any claim on behalf of any American national 
against the Government of Mexico.

Sec . 10. (a) There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as 
may be necessary to enable the Commission to carry out its functions 
under this Act.

(b) There shall be deducted from the amount of each payment 
made from the fund pursuant to subsections (c) and (d) of section 
8, as reimbursement for the expenses incurred by the United States, 
an amount equal to 5 per centum of such payment. All amounts so 
deducted shall be covered into the Treasury to the credit of miscel-
laneous receipts.

Sec . 11. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury shall continue to dis-
tribute to the beneficiaries of the final awards rendered by the Special 
Mexican Claims Commission all moneys heretofore or hereafter 
received from the Government of Mexico pursuant to the Convention 
signed April 24, 1934, including interest on deferred payments.

(b) So much of the Act approved April 10, 1935, and of the joint 
resolution approved August 25, 1937, as may be inconsistent with this 
Act, is hereby repealed. a

Sec . 12. Nothing in this Act is intended, or shall be deemed or 
construed, to apply to any claim or part of claim based upon or 
arising out of any international arbitral award rendered prior to 
the effective date of the convention between the United States and 
Mexico signed September 8, 1923.

Sec . 13. As used in this Act—
(a) The term “person” includes an individual, partnership, or 

corporation.
(b) The term “United States”, when used in a geographical sense, 

includes the United States, its Territories and insular possessions 
(including the Philippine Islands), and the Canal Zone.

(c) The term “American national” includes (1) any person who is 
a citizen of the United States, and (2) any person who, though not 
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a citizen of the United States, owes permanent allegiance to the 
United States.

Sec . 14. The following provisions of law are hereby repealed—
(a) So much of the Department of State Appropriation Act, 1936 

(49 Stat. 76), of the Department of State Appropriation Act, 1937 
(49 Stat. 1320), and of the Department of State Appropriation Act, 
1938 (50 Stat. 271), as reads as follows: “Provided further, That 
from any sums received from the Mexican Government in settlement 
of a general claim of an American citizen against it, there shall be 
deducted and deposited in the Treasury of the United States as 
miscellaneous receipts, 5 per centum thereof in reimbursement of 
the Government of the United States of expenses incurred by it in 
respect of such claim”.

(b) That portion of the joint resolution approved April 10, 1939 
(53 Stat. 573), reading as follows: “Provided, That any expenditures 
from the amount herein authorized to be appropriated shall become 
a first charge upon any moneys received from the Government of 
Mexico in settlement of the respective claims, and the amount of 
such expenditures shall be deducted from the first payment by the 
Mexican Government and deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States as miscellaneous receipts”.

Approved, December 18, 1942.

December 18,1942 
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[CHAPTER 767]
AN ACT

To further the war effort by authorizing the substitution of other materials for 
strategic metals used in minor coinage, to authorize the forming of worn and 
uncurrent standard silver dollars into bars, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That (a) there shall 
be included among the coins of the United States one or more special 
series of coins: Provided, That the coinage, issuance, and circulation 
of the coins provided for by this section shall be subject in all 
respects to the conditions, terms, provisions, limitations, and excep-
tions specified in subsections (b) to (j) hereof.

(b) No denomination or series of coins provided for by this section 
shall be coined unless and until the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
have issued an order that shall (1) prescribe the particular denomina-
tion or series, stating the pertinent physical properties, including 
content, weight, dimensions, shape, and design: Provided, That in 
determining such physical properties the Secretary shall take into 
consideration the use of such coins in coin-operated devices; and (2) 
state that he has determined, after consultation with the appropriate 
officials charged with the production of war material, that the coinage 
and circulation of the particular series will operate to conserve 
strategic metals in furtherance of the war effort.

(c) There shall be no coinage pursuant to the provisions of this 
section after December 31, 1946.

(d) The coinage provided for. by this section shall not be of other 
denominations than 1 cent piece and 3 cent piece, and the amount of 
coinage of each such denomination shall be prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury.

(e) Each denomination of coins provided for by this section shall 
constitute a series: Provided, That if one denomination is coined in 
more than one physical form or composition, the pieces of each differ-
ent physical form or composition shall constitute a separate series.

(f) The coinage provided for by this section shall be in pieces of 
such metallic, or other or different content, weight, dimensions, 
shape, limits of tolerance, and design (including devices and
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